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As the snowdrops and cro-

cuses begin to push their way through the
slushy mud, more than AP test jitters are
fluttering around Schreiber. Yes, as the
cliché goes, love is in the air.

At least according to some students.

Just as in any high school, young love
buds within the walls of Schreiber con-
tinuously, providing the student body
with constant streams of “aws,” gossip,
and, occasionally, controversy. Romance
at Schreiber runs the gamut of possibili-
ties, from seemingly random “hookups”
to long-term commitments measured in
years. These multilayered social phenom-
ena can create controversy and confusion,
and can sometimes even merit action on
the part of the school.

Witkin the student body, a con-
stant debate rages, the

¢ conclusions

of which could define our
school.- The debate is about whether or
not Schreiber is a “hookup” or a relation-
ship school, the difference being whether
more people engage in short flings or if
the predominant romantic force is that of
the committed relationship.

Also particularly pertinent in high
schools is the .discussion of inter-grade
relationships. It is common for two stu-
dents for separate grades to date, an oc-
currence which often: merits no increase
in gossip or discussion.

Some students, however, feel that the
differences in maturity and outlook be-
tween grades are so vast that there is little
appropriate common ground between
grades. ;

And despite all of these possible fac-
tors, all students in a relationship, whether
it is a casual hookup with somebody from
a different grade level or a long-term com-
mitment with somebody the same age, can
fall prey to a common action: the Public
Display of Affection, or PDA.

This act, considered cute by some and
heinous by others, is a long debated topic.
In essence, PDA can range from simple
gestures such as holding hands to more
risque behaviors like two people “making
out” during school.

Although all of these different factors,
and more, can affect a romantic relation-
ship, while on school grounds, the school
administration is still an authority, even
in matters of the heart. Although there
are no rules that preside directly over the

How

romantic

sides of life, the school’s code

of conduct and other expectations for

students can have a role in how relation-
ships play out in the school building.

RELATIONSHIP VS HOOKUP

When visiting: colleges, prospective
high school students often hear about one
of two characteristics that define a crucial
aspect of each school: whether it is a rela-
tionship or a hookup school. This simple
statement implies a vast range of distinc-
tive things about each college. - Relation-
ship schools often have a lively dating
scene filled with pizza dinners followed by
a casual movie. Hookup schools, howev-
er, are characterized by students’ frequent
flings, often “unofficial”

These two labels, while often used in
reference to colleges, are also highly appli-
cable to high schools. Although it is obvi-
ous from the couples walking Schreiber’s

halls holding hands that there is a dating,
or relationship, culture in Port Washing-
ton, a hookup culture is hard to detect
within Schreiber’s walls.

“Usually most people keep hook-
ups under raps,” said sophomore Sarah
Autz. “Girls get a bad reputation if peo-

ple know that they’re hooking up with

somebody, but guys just get high-fives”
Often, - relationships are distin-
guished from hookups, or people
who are vaguely “together; by
their openness. If two people
are a couple, that usually means
that they can be open about
their  feelings, indicated
through actions like PDA

People who are in a hookup situation
are often trying to avoid this very fate.

Hookups are characterized by speed,
physicality, and secrecy. This, like an es-

- tablished relationship, can take many

forms. Common among two people
who are hooking up is a deep-seated need
to keep the relationship away from the
school’s public eye to avoid that gossip and
drama that frequently ensues.

does Schreiber date?

or even eating lunch to-
gether. Sometimes, it can be a guessing
game for other gossip-hungry classmates
to guess if two people are in a relation-
ship that has not gone official yet.

Of course, a couple can declare them-
selves together through many routes such
as PDA, telling friends, or buying match-
ing prom outfits, but one way is possibly
the most unequivocal and important of
them all: to be “Facebook-official”

“Putting your relationship on Face-
book shows that you're open about it and
willing to put it out for your friends and
peers to see,” said junior Jason Moss. *

To be Facebook official is to formally
announce a relationship to the world. On
the site, one person can request to be in
a relationship with another. If he or she
accepts, then there will be a mark on
each one’s profile page as well as a noti-
fication to anybody that is friends with
either of them. This means that literally
within a few minutes or hours, hundreds
or thousands of people could know that
a relationship had started.

PDA

While walking through the halls, an
all-too-common sight to see in Schreiber
is that of two people entwined in an un-
abashed expression of their love (in other
words, PDA).

In principle, PDA includes all expres-
sions of romantic affection: hugs, holding
hands, a peck on the cheek, cuddling, a
hand rested on another’s leg, making out,
and countless more actions. Most stu-
dents, and staff, likely have no objection
to most of these, but some members of the
school community take offense or objec-
tion to PDA, in one or many forms.

PDA happens everywhere. As the
snow starts to melt and the days begin
to warm, couples will doubtless appear
on benches in picturesque areas of town,
canoodling in public. For times that the
members of a couple feel too despondent
when they part, PDA in school has often
become an option.

“I think that full blown making out in
the hallway is over the top, but that things

OPINIONS ON RELATIONSHIPS
How important are romantic relationships to yéu?
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Kevin Granger

A public display of affection, or PDA, is an action that many students find-inap-

propriate for the school. PDA can be anything from holding hands, like the two

students above, or “making out.” Officially, no rules directly govern PDA but
administrators have found ways to quell possible infractions.

like holding hands are no big deal, they’re
perfectly appropriate;” said senior Eddie
Grove. “Ijust don't like to be eating my
lunch and seeing two people passionately
all over each other in the cafeteria”

People who are currently in the throes
of love themselves can find it tobe a very
different story.

“I think people overreact at small ges-
tures,” said Moss.
» The dividing lines of who agrees or
disagrees with PDA do not, however, fall
along the differences between those in or
out of relationships. Often it is a simple

“I don’t think that there are
any specific rules against
‘PDA’ or something like
that, but propriety and
common sense are usu-
ally enough to control it,”
said Assistant Principal
Mr. David Miller.

moral judgment, free of influence from
current dating situations.

Often, people remain ambiguous over
the issue. Most students are passive and
pay little attention to those who make out
or canoodle in public places, but there
are factions who are on either side of the
argument. A small chunk of the student
body would encourage these amorous
couples, while a larger group condemns
them, calling their actions indecent and
even downright annoying.

" Although PDA is usually discussed
from the perspective of objective on-
lookers or bystanders, one of the most
storied issues dealing with PDA is that of
the “third wheel” Many students know
what it is like to be with two friends and
yet feel totally awkward. Despite the fact
that the members of a couple obviously
enjoy each other’s time, it is usually in-
evitable that the pair will want the com-
pany of a third person, whether it be in
the cafeteria during lunch or while out to
dinner. This addition of another wheel
to the already smoothly running cart can

create awkward or uncomfortable situa-

tions. :

“Ihate when I'm out to dinner with two
friends who are also going out with each
other and they start to canoodle while 'm
there,” said senior Maddy Fisher. “I find it
rude and it gets to a certain extent where
it’s just disgusting”

Having an odd number of wheels while
all but one are in relationships can create
such situations, no matter how many peo-
ple are there.

ADMINISTRATION

As/any student knows, the administra-
tion, faculty, and staff of the school over-
see it with a defined set of rules for any oc-
currence—or most occurrences, at least.

Thats right: according to Assistant
Principal Mr. David Miller, there are no
rules on the books that deal specifically
with issues of PDA or dating, although
many rules combined seem to cover any
possible situation. :

“I don’t think that there are any specific
rules against PDA’ or something like that,
but propriety and common sense are usu-
ally enough to control it;” said Mr. Miller.

In the Student Handbook, which can
be found in pages 5 through 49 in the
agenda, there is a Code of Conduct, a
list of rules that spells out how students
should, ideally, act in school.

According to the code, students must
conduct themselves in an “appropriate”
manner, which, as Mr. Miller pointed out,
is a broad umbrella that may be used to
cover instances of PDA. The code of con-

duct also stipulates that students should

refrain from such conduct like “gestures
that are profane, lewd, [or] vulgar as
well as any conduct that compromises the
morals of anybody else in the building.

Students are also prohibited against
“indecent exposure,” which is rarely an is-
sue but has been known to occur in school
when romance is in the air. All of these
rules are applicable to at least one facet of
the issue of PDA. .

“I would argue that there are a lot of
avenues in which the code of conduct is
applicable to PDA,” Mr. Miller said. “The
real standard here is being reasonable and
appropriate. If somebody tells two stu-

dents to stop and they don’t, they could -

be under insubordination—but that has
never really had to happen?”
Although all of these stipulations ap-

pear in the Code of Conduct, as well as
others that could give the administration
fodder in a debate about PDA, none are
directly involved. As it stands now, there
is nothing in the student handbook that
specifically prohibits students from en-
gaging in (consensual) acts of affection.

When it comes to romance, however,
the administration has much more to deal
with than students kissing by their lock-
ers. Unfortunately, along with romance
comes the opportunity for misdeeds.

Although fairly rare overall, instances
of sexual harassment and related issues
are a reality that the administration is
prepared to deal with. Unlike their loose
interpretations when it comes to PDA, the
administration and guidance department
have stringent policies.

Disciplinarily, the student handbook
and student Code of Conduct are full of
prohibitions against any kind of sexual
harassment. Because these rules are so
clearly spelled out, there is little to no
room for interpretation.

When cases arise where disciplinary
action may have to be taken, there is al-

- ways another side to the story: the emo-

tional side. The guidance department
handles emotional issues of the student
body, and since all students are teens,
many issues arise with romance.

While there is undoubtedly “drama”
between students about romance or simi-
lar topics, guidance counselors are often
there to offer advice and, naturally, guid-
ance.

“Students come in to talk about re-

lationships all the time; said guidance
counselor Ms. Laurie Baron. “Whether
they’re in a good relationship or a bad one,
students come in a lot just to talk”

Although guidance counselors are
good sources of solace after a break up or
difficult relationship decision, they can
also help in more serious manners. Along
with relationships comes the danger of
abuse, physical, verbal, or emotional.
When it comes to dealing with instances
of abuse, guidance councelors are often
the first people that students reach out to
for help.

“There have been times.that all of us
guidance counselors have had experi-
ences where students come to us and tell
us about abuse,” Ms. Baron said. “Welll
intervene. We talk to them and often
refer them to the excellent social worker
that works here. As a guidance counselor
you just want your students to be happy,
healthy, and safe”

Overall, the guidance counselors and
administration seem to have one goal
when it comes to students in relation-
ships.

“We want to promote safety,” Ms. Bar-
on said. “In the end, everybody just want
to know that they’re being listened to””

By Laura Werle with
additional reporting by
Sahil Doshi and Leah Nash.

~ OPINIONS ABOUT
- RELATIONSHIPS & PDA

Do you think more people get into
relationships or hook ups?

EQUAL
1%

RELATION SHIPS
6%

Is PDA appropriate?

Andrew Seo






Eé%’&%‘{

and GYN Cars
For FREE.
For REAL




gold n”;etalhc If you '
more formal g0 for










THE SCHREIBER TIMES A&E _FRIDAY, MARCH 5, 2010

Many surprises unfold in the new season of Lost *

BY Katie Fishbin

Coryributing Writer

The final season of the hit television
series Lost premiered in typical Lost
fashion. The season premiere was very
intriguing as expected by fans and
transitioned the last episode from season
five into this new season very well. So far
the new episodes have provided many
surprises.

The first of them is the replay of what
should have been the plane crash. The
unexpected occurred when the plane went
without a crash, as it should have as at the
very beginning of the series. It shows what
should have happened to these characters
and their relationships that formed had
the crash not taken place
the ‘"Ibq:le. Run by the “Others," itis a
significant and important place to them.
It still is unclear what its relationship with
the mysterious dust monster is, however,
we know that something is about to
happen involving the monster.

The highly important dust monster has
often been seen throughout the start of the
season. Although its purpose is unknown,
it is portrayed as an important character
and also seems to have questionable
motives.- I enjoyed this new suspense, but
the special effects involving it were a bit

disappointing. With the special effects,
the dust looked too fake. It was definitely
not up to par with the quality of the show.
Because the acting and set is always to
perfection, I would have thought it would
be more realistic. It was not portrayed as
evilly as it was described.

Many more surprises continue to
happen on the island. They explore a
parallel universe in a way which they
refer to as “flashing sideways” In “flash
sideways” segments, you are not taken
forward or back in relation to time. With
this new addition to the show, Lost shows
how life would be if the crash never
occurred.

In one of these “flash sideways,” Rose,
who was previously on theisland, and John
Lock, a strong and independent character
on the island, have a very important
conversation. The two come into contact
after Lock has been fired from his job.
He is outside when he encounters Hugo,
another major character on the island.

While the two are conversing, Hugo
reveals he is in charge of the entire
company and lands Lock with a job
interview. The job interviewer and boss
of the office is Rose. Although Lock
insists on a contracting job, because of
his wheelchair, Rose suggests he stops
denying his handicap and start living to
the fullest. She has given this great advice
to him because she now knows how it

New comedies bring attention to NBC

BY Brett Fishbin
A&E Assistant Baitor
Over the past two months, a major
subject of interest in the television world
is late night television. NBC, in particular,
has struggled to keep their three late night
stars (Jay Leno, immy Fallon, and Conan
o Brlen) happy, while mamtammg h:gh

Fallon, of Fever Pitch fame, accepted his

later slot, while O'Brien did not. In an
emotional last show, O’Brien announced
his departure from NBC, and speculation
has him arriving at FOX, for a new
late night show. While the late night
controversy has received the most media
attention, NBC has announced it will be
airing two new notable shows.
First, a new show called Parenthood
will be an updated version of the 1989
hit film of the same name. Coincidently
this is the second attempt at recapturing
this movie in a television show. The show
will follow the three generations of the
Braverman family.
Because the show fieatures 13 members
of the family, each episode will focus on
different characters and their lives. There

arevery hxgh expectations for this comedy.

have given it high k
“New, Kery Senica il el s
retnmmMCmthawcanedy,ueaﬁty
will serve as the executive producer, and
will make several appearances in various
episodes.
Each episode will focus on an argument

betwecnamamcdcoupk. n““?“!’l’,

B

Kell Ripa, Larry David, Tima
Fey, and Eva Longona will offer their take
on who is right. After the various celebs
give their humble opinions, comedian
and “Marriage Ref” Tom Papa will render
his judgment on who is indeed correct.
The show will be a half hour long, and
two arguments will be featured in each
episode.

In the aftermath of the giant late night
controversy, NBC hopes to bandage both
their reputation and their ratings.

With these two new exciting comedies,
and the comeback of viewer favorites
such as The Celebrity Apprentice, NBC
should have no problem maintaining and
improving their portion of the prime time
and late night ratings.

nbc.com
NBC hopes that new comedies, Parenthood and The Marriage Ref, will boost its
ratings and help America forget the Late Night controversy.

' 21
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feels—she has recently been dnw
with terminal cancer.

I greatly enjoyed the first four episodes
and I am sure many other Lost fans are
enjoying them as well. These characters
are finally getting answers as to why they
are placed on the island in the first place.
These critical conclusions are to come very
soon. Inthe final 14 episodes which are on
its way, viewers will begin to understand
the origins of why all of the characters

A great season is on its way.
New twists to the final season are both
well-anticipated and extremely exciting.
Although these types of shocking
surprises have been a staple in Lost since
season one, it seems that the writers have
definitely made a point to shock its viewers
in its final season. For Lost fans, this
final season is the most important season
yet. However, this is Lost at its best: the
unexpected should always be expected.

were placed on the island.
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BY Harrison Remler

Senior Sports Editor

For one day last season, the Vikings
stood atop the Nassau County golf world,
leading all other teams after the first day
of the championship. >

“It was unbelievable. It was sort of
shocking but was an overall great experi-
ence,” said senior co-captain Ross Bala-
ban.

Contending at the championship was
not always in the plans for last year’s var-
sity golf team.

“Since we had no seniors, it was defi-
nitely surprising to be in contention for
the County Championship,” said senior
Jerry Lange.

Despite the dearth of seniors, the team
managed to go undefeated during the
regular season, winning their conference
for the second straight year. Out of 90 in-
dividual matches throughout the season,
the team only lost four.

After shooting a combined 407 strokes,
the Vikings went into day two with a four-
shot lead over Farmindale High School, a
powerhouse program recognized across
Long Island. -

The Dalers lived up to their billing,
shooting a combined 399 while Port fin-
ished with another performance of 407
strokes.

“Farmingdale got their game together
and they took it home on the second day.
They are a phenomenal program and ev-
eryone on the team can shoot in the low to
mid 70s. Seniors Brandon Romano, Matt
Lowe, and Kurt Brey all played well for
them on the final day;” said Balaban.

Entering the 2010 season, the eight
returning upperclassmen have serious ex-
pectations.

“I truly believe the team has the poten-
tial to not only make the counties but rep-
resent Nassau at the Long Island Cham-
pionship as well,” said senior co-captain
Kelly Shon. “Last year we surpassed many
expectations by leading after the first day
and a good showing overall. However,
that experience only made us more hun-

: Port Light
Senior Jerry Lange hits an approach
shot on the 8th hole at the Sands
Point Golf Club last year.

: esy ly Shon
Senior Kelly Shon putts at a practice round at the PGA National Golf Club in Florida during the season-ending AJGA Polo
Invitational in late November. Only winners of AJGA tournaments are invited to the Invitational; Shon won the Aldila
Junior Open in April. She tied for third at the Invitational, propelling her to seventh in the national rankings.

gry as we can learn from our mistakes”

Shon will finish her career at Schreiber
this spring as the most prominent female
golfer in the school’s history. Competing
as the team’s number one starter, she will
once again be relied on during this year’s
quest for the county championship.

“My goal as a team is to beat last year’s
County champs (Farmingdale) and prove
ourselves at the LI Championship. Indi-
vidually, I would like to have a good show-
ing at State’s. Hopefully, the end of my golf
career at Schreiber and as a junior golfer
will only be the beginning to a successful
career in the game,” said Shon.

Balaban knows that Shon will once
again be influential to a successful season.

“We need Kelly to play how she does
and to give us a consistent score every
match,” said Balaban. )

Experience makes a major difference
in the high school golf game.

“At the first tee of last year’s County
Championship I was practically shaking.
It is a very nerve-racking experience but
you gain confidence as you go on,” said
Balaban. .

Head Coach Kathy Doughty recogniz-
es that this year’s team will benefit from
last year’s playoff run.

“Having everyone come back is a plus
and six of last year’s players being part of a
conference championship team definitely
helps. We expect to add another cham-
pionship label to the golf banner, said
Coach Doughty.

The five starters project to be Shon, se-
nior Chris Yap, Balaban, Lange, and junior
Paul Tasnday. Seniors Warren Trunz and
Peter Doscas will compete for the sixth

spot in the rotation.

“There are huge expectations this sea-
son. Farmingdale did not lose anyone and
neither did we. Because we were so close
last year, we definitely have. the ability to
come in first,” said Balaban.

One must hope that the Vikings can
sustain the pressure and pre-season hype
that has developed around their program
during the weeks building up to the sea-
son.
“The county title is something all of
this year’s seniors really want. This is our
last year, and we really want to leave with
that title,” said Lange.

All roads lead to Farmingdale, as Port
Washington looks to dethrone last year’s
champions. The rivalry has grown signifi-
cantly over the past four years.

“I think this rivalry is just as good as
many throughout our school because we
are not in the same conference as Farm-
ingdale. We do not see them in regular
season play and in golf you are not only
competing against the other team but you
compete mostly against the course;” said
Balaban.

Lange, who has worked his way into
the top five players of the program, also
has sensed the growth of this rivalry.

“There is definitely a strong rivalry be-
tween both teams,” said Lange.

‘Many starters trained after the season
ended by playing in junior tournaments.
Balaban, Lange, and Yap, along with soph-
omore Colin Davies, another member of
the team, participated in the Metropolitan
PGA Junior Tour. All four Vikings had
top 10 finishes in at least one tournament.
Balaban finished in fourth by shooting a

76 at the Wheatley Hills Golf Club. Yap
finished third with-a 77 at the Sunken
Meadow Golf Club.

Shon boasts the most rigorous training
regimen, practicing until 10 p.m. every
day after school and playing in national
tournaments throughout the year. She
competes with the American Junior Golf
Association (AJGA). She is currently
ranked 10th nationally. For the duration
of the winter season, she was seventh.

At the season-ending AJGA Polo Invi-
tational, in which the winners of all AJGA
events throughout the year are invited,
Shon finished in the top 32. This finish
advanced her to the second stage of the
tournament, which consisted of match
play.

After winning the first three matches,
she advanced to the final four where she
lost to 2009 player of the year Victoria
Tanco from Florida.

During the winter months, Shon prac-
tices at the driving range every day after
school until 8:30 p.m. She then goes home
and does golf-related workouts until 10
p-m. Certain nights, she practices her put-
ting afterwards.

In preparation for the upcoming sea-
son, Shon’s teammates, including Yap, Bal-
aban, and Lange, also practice diligently at
the driving range, in search of the school’s
first county title since 1989.

“Not many people know that Schreiber
even has a golf team, but after what we
hope will be a county championship sea-
son, there will be no questions left about
our program,” said Lange.



