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Although the United States was

founded by groups of Protestant religious
refugees, America has diversified greatly
since the days of Pocahontas. Now, Chris-
tians both Protestant and Catholic, Jews,
Muslims, Buddhists, Hindus, Sikhs, and

- countless other religious followings have

been able to take root on American soil.
This is no different in Schreiber. As the
nation diversified, so did the school. By
now, all of the aforementioned religions,
as well as atheism and still other religions,
can be found within Schreiber’s walls.

For as many students as there are in

exact numbers are not known, followers
of numerous Protestant denominations
can be found. Lutherans, Methodists,
Presbyterians, Episcopalians, and count-
less other sects of Protestantism are recog-
nizable within the school. Despite church
organizations and self-identification, it is
impossible to truly represent all denomi-
nations held under the banner of Protes-
tantism.

A prominant source of Christian influ-
ence in the school is Jesus and Me in a 1-2-
1 Relationship, or JAM for short. Other-
wise known as the “Christian Club,” JAM,
according to its student president, senior
Doully Yang, the majority of the club is
Presbyterian, a branch of Protestantism.

are, people are almost always accepting of
your religion”

Founded, as any AP European His-
tory student would know, in Germany
in the early 16th century, Protestantism
has long been a dominant religion in
America. Famously, the “protestant work
ethic” and other values were some of the
formative aspects of the Constitution in
the late 1700s. Despite the once seemingly
omnipresent influence of Protestantism,
Schreiber seems to have a more diverse
religious body.

While Protestantism is a common
branch of Christianity in the school, a
reminder of Christianity’s other major
branch, Catholicism, can be found right

bat mitzvah.

Despite the fact that Protestantism was
the predominantly practiced religion in
America, Catholicism predates the for-
mer by hundreds of years. Like the rest of
America, Protestantism holds more devo-
tees than Catholicism does in the school.
Despite this fact, little seems to be known
about the formative religion other than
what is taught by social studies teachers.

“Nobody knows what Catholicism is. I
feel like the town is dominated by one re-
ligion. People know the basics, the cross,
Christmas, Easter, and other things but
nobody really knows what the difference
between Catholicism and Christianity is,”
said Bricault.

Do our students believe?

Schreiber (roughly 1,500), there are un-
doubtedly nearly as many religious views
and intensities of devotion. For many,
however, the true religious tenure of the
school is obscured. Views seem to range
from atheistic to- devout, and the great

~ number of religions practiced by students

ensures that each has a presence in the
school. This diversity, a boon to the cul-
tural interest of the school has also made
an atmosphere in which there is no pre-
dominant religion. While some students
differ on what god they revere, others vary
in how often they attend service, and oth-
ers in their level of belief, Schreiber has
become a melting pot of countless reli-
gions. :

The experiences of those who follow
different religions can vary greatly de-
pending on location and the level of piety
a person portrays. Like the way that no
two people tell a story the same way, the
experience of each religious following in
Schreiber is individual and unlike any
other. While each of the diverse religious
groups in Schreiber has a distinct story
and experience to tell, it is near impos-
sible to fully categorize every one. Each
student in the school differs on their reli-
gious affiliation and level of devotion, but
the broad experiences of some religions
are possible to relate.

According to a census in the World
Factbook (www.cia.gov), approximately
51.3% of Americans identify themselves as

being Protestant. In Schreiber, although

OPINIONS ON

Are you observant?

UNSURE

Another source of
Christian influence, spe-
cifically =~ Protestant, is
the church youth group
Campus Life, or CL.
Taking place at the Lu-
theran Church, CL, CL2,
a youthgroup for younger
kids, and other branch-
offs of the groups. have developed a fol-
lowing that takes part in numrous annual
traditions and trips (For more informa-
tion on these, and other groups, see the
side bar on the far right page).

For students who practice any of the
many forms of Protestantism, it seems

For many students, the
true religious tenure of the
school is obscured. Reli-
gious views seem to range
from atheistic to devout.

that Schreiber is a welcoming place.

“I don't think that people are really
openly religious one way or another but
it depends who you are with,” said.junior
Sara Giraldo. “But no matter what you

Ri

VERY

IF No:

BELIEVER

IF YES:

MODERATELY

NON-PRACTICING

down the street at St. Peter’s Church. Ac-
cording to the same CIA website, 23.9% of
America identifies as Catholic. Similarly
to Protestantism, Catholicism encompass-
es a wide range of doctrines and ideals.

Schreiber, as a public school, is not
associated with any religious group, but
numerous students from Port Washing-
ton schools have entered Schreiber from
private, religiously affiliated schools. St.
Peter’s, in Port Washington, Sacred Heart,
St. Mary’s, and a host of other Catholic
schools have been feeding transfer stu-
dents into Weber and Schreiber for years.

“I went to St. Peter’s and because it
was a religious school, we went to church
during the school day but that’s the most
exposure we had to it. I don’t think that
coming to Schreiber has changed my reli-
gion,” said junior Alex Bricault.

Although she left St. Peter’s as a school,
Bricault still teaches religious school to
younger students during the weeknights.
The practice of going to a religious educa-
tion class after school is common through-
out Schreiber, especially for those seeking
to make communion or to have a bar or

LIGION

= 10 students

ATHEIST
OR AGNOSTIC

Religion and its place in
students’ lives

While some students have been im-
mersed in their religion at another school
or through other means, students who at-
tend only Schreiber often seem to look for
a Catholic presence. Some feel that, com-
pared to other religions, Catholicism has
taken a lower profile in the school. How-
ever, like any group, stereotypes or rumors
about Catholicism can be heard, albeit not
loudly, in Schreiber’s halls. ;

“It’s not frowned upon: but its sort of
disregarded;” Bricault said. “But I think
that Catholics, Christians, however you
want to say it, are conceived as a more
conservative people. I try not to pay at-
tention to people who express views like
that” S

Like many religions, Catholicism fea-
tures many rights of passage, including
baptism, communion and confirmation.
While such ceremonies are landmarks in
a person’s religion experience, it can be °
hard to maintain a deep connection with
a faith for some students as they age, or as
other commitments complicate their lives
and schedules. :

“I went through religious education
at St. Peter’s. I had my communion and I
made my confirmation there.I understand
about my religion and I try to practice it
in my own life but I'm not someone that’s
always going to church but I do consider
myself religious,” said junior Bridgett Mc-
Dermott.

Aside from the numerous branches
of Christianity, a plethora of religious
views are alive in Schreiber. Like many
schools on the north shore of Long Island,
Schreiber can boast a population of Jew-'
ish followers higher than many other high
schools in the country.

As with nearly any religion, Judaism
has multiple reincarnations as well. In
town, there are at least three temples: a
reform temple, a conservative temple, and
an orthodox temple. The attitude of, and
towards, any religion differs, and this is
true of Judaism as well.

“I don’t consider Schreiber to be a Jew-
ish school any more than I consider it to be
any kind of Christian or Catholic school,”
said senior Jonny Schechner, referring to
assertions of some that Schreiber has an
unusually large Jewish population. Many
students, however, both Jewish and other-
wise, see it differently.

The fact that Port Washington has a
comparably high Jewish population in re-
spect to the rest of the country has meant
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Morning pledge becomes disregarded among announcements
Students are less likely to say pledge of allegiance as teachers reduce emphasis

sy Kaia de Bruin
Staff Writer

When walking around Schreiber on
any given morning, it is difficult to find
a classroom in which each student is
dutifully reciting the pledge of allegiance.
Although it would be difficult to accuse
the majority of the student body of a lack
of patriotism, seemingly little attention is
paid to the long-lived practice of saying
the Pledge every morning.

Most students do not seem to have
a particular reason for not saying the
Pledge; and it would seem that they ignore
it for the same reason that the majority
of classes ignore the announcements in
the morning. The Pledge is said during
the extra five minutes each morning that
can be used for catching up with friends,
talking to teachers, or finishing homework
at the last minute.

“I ignore it;” said junior Jason Hubsher,
citing talking with his friends as his reason
for not paying attention to the Pledge.
Others said that they stand up during the
Pledge, but don't say it.

The Pledge of Allegiance hasbeen a part
of the lives of American schoolchildren
since 1892, when it was written by Francis
Bellamy. President -Benjamin Harrison
was responsible for the beginning of the
Pledge’s use in public schools. Throughout

the years, the Pledge has gone through
slight changes in wording; the most recent
change being the addition of the phrase:
“under God”

This part, arguably the most
controversial section of the morning
ritual, has brought up debate ever since its
addition in 1954. There have been court

It seems that the majority
of classes ignore the
pledge in the morning...
Some teachers require
students to be quiet and

respectful during the
Pledge, but they seem to
be in the minority.

cases that reached the Supreme Court
about whether it was constitutional to
include God in a patriotic oath like the
pledge, prosecutors sighting the separation
of church and state.

Many believe that it is unfair and unjust

to mention God in the Pledge, because it
violates freedom of religion, especially
if it is presented to students in public
school every morning. Others protest
the Pledge, saying that it is undemocratic,
and that pledges of its nature usually exist
in totalitarian states. However, Schreiber
students dont seem to have such lofty
motives for not saying the Pledge.

“It's just become a morning routine
and no one finds much meaning in it
anymore, said junior Michael Graf. “It’s
not as important as it used to be”

Students have every right not to say the
Pledge, if they don’t want to, or if they feel
that it contradicts their beliefs. A 1940
Supreme Court case ruled that students in
public schools could be forced to say the
Pledge, but the decision was overturned
just three years later.

Some teachers require students to be
quiet and respectful during the Pledge, but
they seem to be in the minority. Although
they dont have the power to compel
students to say the Pledge, teachers are
allowed to make them be quiet.

“I never make kids stand up for the
pledge, but it seems as if most kids do
anyway, so I don’t see the need to take too
much control,” said Ms. Jennifer Sacha.

It is much more common in the
elementary schools, and at Weber, for
students to be required to stand for
the Pledge every morning. Everyone

can remember learning the Pledge in
elementary school. However, it has been
argued that young children shouldn’t have
to say it, since they don’t understand its
meaning.

According to current freshmen, at
Weber, they had to stand for the Pledge, or
be quiet while it was recited in all of their
classes, and that talking during the Pledge
was not tolerated. They seem to have
carried that up to Schreiber, and a great
number of freshmen still stand and repeat
the Pledge each day. Contrarily, the few
upperclassmen that do actually stand for
the Pledge are unlikely to say it as well.

“Most of the time, I don’t even stand for
the pledge. I'm either working, or in the
middle of a conversation. It just doesn’t
seem that important as when I was an
underclassman,” said senior Alex Beall.

Although the Pledge has become little
more than a hollow ritual for many, it is still
an important facet of American history
and culture; it holds significance for many
people in our country. Schreiber students
might not verbally affirm their dedication
to their country every morning, but that
doesn’t mean that they’re unpatriotic.

Students have different reasons for not
saying the Pledge; those who don't say the
Pledge might seem apathetic to some, and
just normal to others, but everyone makes
their own choice when it comes to the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Chamber of Commerce and BID work together to decorate our town

BY Ryan Havens

Contributing Writer

The holiday season is upon us and
our town is once again showing its
annually revived spirit. Every year the
Chamber of Commerce and the Business
Improvement District of Port Washington
work together to decorate the town for
the season. Both groups provide specific
decorations around town.

The Chamber of Commerce is
responsible for the lamppost decorations
along the streets. They acquire garlands
from florists around town to hang on
the lampposts. According to Bobbie
Polay, a representative of the Chamber
of Commerce, 65 garlands complete
with lights and bows are used to decorate
the lampposts. This decoration design
has been used for about ten years and is
spearheaded by the holiday decorations
committee, led by Marie Marcellino.
Although feedback from the townspeople
is generally positive, there are several
problems with the Chamber’s operations.

Money is always needed for work to
be done, and the Chamber of Commerce's
annual holiday venture is no exception.
The money for the decorations comes
from fundraisers and the donations from
the community. Because of the variant
nature of this type of funding, the amount
of money changes depending on the
donations.

Last year, for instance, there was not
enough money raised for the decorations
in part because of the recession. Ms.
Polay is hopeful that more money will
be raised this year as the U.S. economy
strengthens. The Chamber of Commerce
also runs a program to raise money called
“Adopt-A-Lamppost” With this plan, a
person or group can donate $100 or more

to “own” a lamppost in town. It works
much the same as the common “Adopt-
a-Highway” campaign. Over the past few
years, the project has worked well, but
the Chamber of Commerce still is uneasy
about obtaining funds each year.

In addition to holiday decorations, the
Chamber of Commerce runs many events
around town. The Chamber is responsible
for Harborfest, a very popular end-of-
summer event. The goal of Harborfest,
according to Ms. Polay, is to bring attention
to the waterfront’s beauty and is used to
emphasize that we are a waterfront town.
At Harborfest, vendors sell homemade
goods and games and fundraisers are
gathered around the town dock and lower
Main Street. It also runs many children’s
activities, such as craft shows and model
boat races in town.

While the Chamber of Commerce is
responsible for the lampposts, the Greater
Port Washington Business Improvement
District (BID) is accountable for the
light-up snowflakes that adorn many
major streets, from Main Street to
Manorhaven Boulevard. Roy
Smithheimer, representative of the BID,
explained that in addition to the single
glowing snowflakes, the BID also puts up
swags, the overhead displays of multiple
snowflakes and scrolling garlands of
lights. There are around 60 snowflakes
put up on roads such as Main Street, Port
Washington Boulevard, and Shore Road.
The lights are eco-friendly, powered by
solar energy.

The snowflakes are stored year-round,
but when the time comes to put them
up, the BID first checks for broken bulbs
and then hires electricians to plug them
in. The Business Improvement District’s
efforts are powered by tax dollars. Because
of this steady income, the BID escapes the
annual monetary ordeal of the Chamber

of Commerce.

Other than holiday decorations, the
BID works on many community projects.
They have placed benches along the
sidewalks and renovated sidewalks as part
of a streetscape improvement project.
They have also installed numerous clocks
in places such as the railroad station and
in the village of Manorhaven. To show
our town’s marine heritage, the BID has
had plain street signs replaced with ones
bearing a small sailboat emblem.

The Business Improvement District
also receives many grants from the state
to renovate different dreas of town. They

spent $200,000 beautifying Main Street
and they look to do similar projects in
Manorhaven. They are also working to
renovate old, run-down buildings to turn
them into popular destinations. The BID
works tirelessly to improve our town.

The holiday decorations in Port
Washington, aside from the obvious
seasonal significance, are a sign of the
cooperation among the groups that
operate in our town. The festive spirit
shines bright as the snowflakes and
lampposts produce a spectacular display
for the winter holidays.

ura Werle

The snowflakes, displayed above in Manorhaven, are an annual holiday decoration

and are a tradition in the Port Washington community. They are provided by the

Port Washington Business Improvement District, an organization that also works
on beautifying the streets and abandoned buildings in our town.
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Youthful Lady Vikings team exceed expectations with runner-up finish
Senior Emma Horowitz and underclassmen guards finish second in the PW Tournament

BY Harrison Remler

Senior Sports Editor

In an early season matchup against
Cold Spring Harbor, the Lady Vikings
basketball team found its identity while
trailing at the end of the third quarter.

Down two after losing a four-point
lead at halftime, sophomore guard Em-
ily Rosenthal scored seven points in the

-Viking’s 15-11 fourth quarter to lead the

home team to a first round victory in the
annual Lady Vikings Holiday Basketball
Tournament.

“This team leaves everything on the
court. They play until the final whistle
blows,” said senior Katie Weil.

With a young roster, this year’s team
will need to continue to build experience
quickly. The Dec. 12 victory over Cold
Spring Harbor proved to be one of many
games decided in the fourth quarter of the
Vikings early season matchups.

Starting four underclassmen this year,

the Lady Vikings are led by senior for- -

ward Emma Horowitz, sophomore Hay-
ley Kerr, Rosenthal, Ariana Spagna, and
eighth grade point guard Christina Leon-
ard. Rosenthal and Spagna, both return-
ing guards from last year’s team, have de-
veloped into legitimate three-point threats
in the early parts of the season. Leonard
is learning quickly under the direction of
second-year Head Coach Dennis Trottier.
Despite what seems like inexperience and
youth on paper, Coach Trottier is confi-
dent in his roster.

“We only graduated one girl from
last year’s team. Most of these girls have
played together at some point, either on
the team last year or during spring or fall
teams. They are like family. The girls will
do anything for each other as they are al-
ways supporting each other. It is nice to
see,” said Coach Trottier.

Sophomore guard Chrissy Commons
has seen an improvement over the devel-
opment of the team from last year.

“I think there is a huge improvement
between this year and last year. This year
we know where everyone is on the court

and the skill level is twice as high as last

Courtesy of Katie Weil

Sophomore Hayley Kerr fights for a rebound in a game against the Cold'Spring Harbor Seahawks. This was one of Kerr’s
eight rebounds on the game, which the Lady Vikings won 35-33 after staging a comeback in the fourth quarter.

year,” said Commons. -

Seniors Leah Feldman, Rachel Strongin
and Weil all share time in their final sea-
son, providing years-worth of experience
off the bench. Ms. Danielle Gil returns in
her second year as assistant coach. She
played for the Lady Vikings program un-
der current athletic director and previ-
ous head coach Ms. Stephanie Joannon.
Coach Gil brings college level experience
to this year’s team after playing for four
years at Skidmore College.

The team entered the championship
game of their Holiday Tournament look-
ing to defeat the Carle Place Frogs. De-

spite another fourth quarter push by
Rosenthal, who helped the Lady Vikings
outscore the Frogs 14-8, Port fell by a final
score of 49-43.

The Lady Vikings next game was
against Herricks High School. The two
teams were tied after regulation, but Her-
ricks scored two early points in the over-
time period. But Port rallied late in over-
time after Horowitz hit two free throws.
However, Port’s efforts were not enough

to stop HerricK’s last second heroics; Mi- |

chelle Weinman hit a three pointer with

two seconds left to seal the victory for

the Highlanders. The 32-29 loss marked
Port’s first conference loss of the season.
Port Washington recorded their first
conference win defeating Valley Stream
Central at home on Dec. 17. Horowitz
and Rosenthal had nine points each as
freshman Ali Seltzer scored a career high
seven points to lead Port to a 41-31 vic-

.tory.

The team is currently third in the Nas-
sau Conference AA-III standings, trail-
ing the undefeated Herricks and Carey
squads.

Horowitz attributes the team’s solid
start to strong team chemistry.

“We all get along great and are all ea-
ger to play hard and come out with a win.
When we are in a game and people are on
the bench, we are always cheering for each
other and motivating one another;” said
Horowitz. “Even in practice we consis-
tently clap for each other and feed off the
positive attitude”

On Dec. 19, the Lady Vikings had the
opportunity to play at Madison Square
Garden in a non-league game against
the Mineola Lady Mustangs. Leading
throughout the first three quarters, the
team faltered in the fourth quarter as they

were unable to stop Kalie Medlock, who
scored sixteen points for Mineola.
Despite the final score, the game was
an unforgettable experience for the Lady
Vikings, who were treated like basket-
ball royalty, suiting up in the professional
locker rooms. The team enjoyed all of the
amenities of playing at the Garden, such as

: Courtesy fKane Weil
Sophomore Emily Rosenthal goes up
for a layup in the annual Port Washing-
ton Holiday Tournament.

a professional sound system, scoreboard,
and courtside fans. Rosenthal scored a
team-high 13 points, connecting on four
three pointers from behind the regulation
college line.

“The desire to win is much stronger
than last year and everyone on the team
wants to work to win,” said Weil.



