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BY Sahil Doshi and Leah Nash

News Editors

After years of discussion regarding the
renovation of the Schreiber Circle, also
known as the oval the Home and School
Association (HSA), in collaboration with
the Port Washington administration, be-
gan work on the project in late June. This
reconstruction has resulted in significant
changes from the previous set-up and has
created a common space for students and
members of the community to gather.

“Its crispness and cleanliness comple-
ments the exterior of the building, bright-
ening it up tremendously;” said HSA Co-
President Ms. Linda Reyes Weil. “The
Schreiber Circle now draws you in, wel-
coming all to Schreiber High School?

Over the past ten years, the project has
been discussed on several occasions. The
idea originated in 2000 when the building
underwent renovations and additions, but
for a variety of reasons, the idea was not
followed through. Two years ago more se-
rious discussions came about when com-
plaints from parents began accumulating
about how awful the oval appeared.

“The Schreiber Circle was truly an eye-

sore, in need of refurbishment,” said Ms.
Weil. “With interior space at maximum
capacity, turning this space into some-
thing that could be used by students on
a nearly year-round basis was appealing,
and enhanced the value of the project”

The new oval has changed dramatical-
ly from the old design, while managing to
preserve the shrubbery and trees, which
was one of the project’s main goals. Con-
sequently, trees were carefully removed
and then replanted and trimmed without
any damage. In-one particular.case, a me-
morial tree was dying, so the family was
notified that the tree will be replaced.

Additionally, a new sprinkler system
was installed, which is designed to help
the growth of the new trees, bushes, small
plants, and grass. Sod was used near the
boundaries of the oval because there was
not enough time before the start of the
school year to grow regular grass.

“A goal was to create an appropriate
area for students to have lunch, do home-
work, or meet friends,” said Principal Mr.
Jay Lewis. “There has been a greater va-
riety of students taking advantage of the
new oval”

In order to create an appropriate area
for students, the organizers tried to maxi-
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mize seating while still incorporating a
substantial amount of green space in or-
der to prevent the oval from appearing
too congested and overly crowded. As a
result, a new patio and new terracing were
installed with tables, benches, and garbage
cans. There are 10 new picnic tables and
three new benches, compared to the seven
picnic tables in the previous model.

“It created a more intimate look and

" feel with the new tables.” said Mr. Lewis.

“Students thought that these picnic tables

_are more desirable than the bench tables”

Like the old oval, the new one has com-
memorative bricks and a garden memori-
alizing the September 11th tragedy. It is
now more handicap accessible due to a
curb cut that was installed. Also, a handi-

- capped accessible table was installed.

Students played a pivotal role in de-
signing the project. Many of the concep-
tual ideas regarding the project originated
from students in Mr. Don Schaefer’s archi-
tecture and drawing classes. Students in
these classes were asked to create sketches
of a possible design, and many of these
ideas were incorporated in the final prod-
uct. One noticeable idea involves the con-
toured effects of the spokes that spiral out
from the flagpole. Another student idea
was the use of hedges surrounding the
border of the oval to block cars.

“I really like the improvements to the
oval because now it’s a much cleaner and
welcoming place to eat and sit during off
periods,” said sophomore Hana Seligman.

Although some placement and format-
ting of the designs had to be changed as
the construction progressed, many of the
students’ ideas were carried out since this
oval was created with the student needs as
a priority. Rather than selecting one of-
ficial design, the HSA and administration
molded multiple student ideas with each
other to come up with the final design.

Overall, the construction took approxi-
mately seven weeks to complete. It started
the Monday after graduation on June 29,
and was done by mid-August. The new
benches were installed the second to last
week of August. The whole project was
completed around August 30, which was
just in time for the opening of school.

The HSA was actively involved in the
planning and constructing of the project
from the beginning to end. Weil and Ms.

" Gail Thrope devoted much of their time

last year to raising sufficient donations
for the oval. All members of the Port
Washington community, including stu-
dents, parents, community members and
alumni joined in to help fundraise. The
HSA managed to collect $75,000 through
funds and donations from the communi-
ty, and Schreiber student groups contrib-
uted $27,000, making the total amount of
funds raised $102,000. .

“The HSA's role was multi-faceted, in-

volving fundraising, design consultation,
and construction management, said Weil.
“We supervised the construction and
managed day-to-day decisions, consulting
with Mr. Lewis at every stage”

The entire construction of the oval was
proposed and supervised by the HSA. The
organization was in control of the money,
and they appointed North Shore Gardens
for the job, a contracting company which
they had previously worked with.

Mr. Jim Ristano, the Buildings and
Grounds chief, oversaw the project as
Schreiber’s. main contact. He was respon-
sible for making sure the underground
sprinklers were connected and worked
with the rest of the water on campus. He
was also able to restore the flagpole that
anchors the Schreiber circle.

“The oval turned out better than I had
thought it would. It has been one of my
visions for Schreiber since I came here six
years ago,” said Mr. Lewis. “The old oval
was not the way I wanted Schreiber to be
presented, and I was always embarrassed
by how it looked. The new oval is like a
dream come true because it is such a nice
area where people can gather”

After the extensive planning, fundrais-
ing, and work involved with this renova-
tion, the Schreiber administration is de-
termined to maintain and preserve this
area. Mr. Lewis has talked to the custo-
dians regarding the maintenance of this
spot, making it clear that a lot of hard
work has gone into the project, so the
new oval should be treated carefully and
respectfully. The new garbage cans are
being emptied daily, and the bushes and
trees will be preserved and well-trimmed.

“In the opening weeks, I have been
happy with the response. Students seem
to have pride in the oval and are very care-
ful,” said Mr. Lewis. “The renovation was
done solely for the students and everyone
has been looking out for it. There has
been no vandalism so far. I am impressed
with the students as I mentioned in my PA
announcement. I am proud of the com-
munity for rising to the occasion to make
a difference in the lives of students”

However, the completion of this oval
has led to a new school rule. Due to the
greater amount of seating now available,
the top deck of the Schreiber entrance is
now cleared during the school day. After
receiving complaints from various people
regarding the swarm of kids around the
entrance, the administration has created
this rule to provide a more orderly set up.

This new oval has set a completely dif-
ferent visual tone for the entrance of the
building and has established a well-fur-
bished area where students can gather.

“The Circle has exceeded all expecta-
tions,” said Weil. “We have received only
compliments from the students, our mem-
bership, and the administration.



BY Ryohei Ozaki and Andrew Seo

Copy/Managing Editor and Editor-in-Chief

The long-awaited renewal of the track,
an 8-week project that was first proposed
approximately 10 years ago, finally began
in mid-August and is scheduled to be
completed by Nov. 7. The old track, built
around 25 years ago, had been worn down
and covered with cracks that have injured
several student athletes and rendered it
virtually useless for interscholastic meets
at both middle and high school levels.

The new track will feature an addi-
tional lane as well as eight lanes on the
side field to be set aside for sprints. The
interior of the track will be completely
re-seeded, embedded with an irrigation
system, and equipped with electronic
devices to facilitate digital timing dur-
ing competitions. The end result will be
a state-of-the-art track and field complex
that will match up to those standards of
other school districts in the area.

“It’s a great thing for our school. The
project is certainly overdue but the fact
that it’s here now is just a wonderful thing.
I think everyone, athlete or not, can be
proud of it,” said Director of Health, Phys-
ical Education, and Athletics Ms. Stepha-
nie Joannon.

The project, after years of waiting for
the funds to be available and off-setting
the marginal cost increases through do-
nations, will add to the recent renova-
tions that Schreiber has undergone. The
new facilities will be fully utilized by the
track and cross country teams, as well as
by physical education classes from both
Weber and Schreiber. Many of the Port
residents who have used the track for
their daily exercise routines will be able
to continue using it once the construction
is completed. The track and field coach-
es-and team members, who have had to
practice on the less-than-acceptable con-
ditions that the old track offered, seemed
most adamant about the installation of
the new furnishings.

“We are very excited for the new track
because we have some very powerful run-
ners on our team. We have a state cham-
pion on the mile, Marco [Bertolotti], who
is one of the best runners we've seen in
years. We've been running on a track
with weeds growing out of the cracks that
cover almost every inch of it. When we go
to other schools for meets our run-down
track couldn’t compare with the level of
their facilities,” said boys track and field
coach, Mr. Jeremy Klaff. =

The project received funding from
a handful of sources, including private
donations. The majority of the funds,

$800,000, is money that the district has .

saved over the years. It also came from
coming in under budget from the 2001
construction bond. Grants were also
made possible by local politicians. State
Senator Craig Johnson, a resident of Port
Washington and an alumnus of Schreiber,
secured $100,000 for the construc-
tion. An additional $50,000 grant was
made possible by State Comptroller Tom
DiNapoli, who previously represented the
town of North Hempstead in the state as-
sembly. The Slade Foundation, which has
provided sizable grants in the past to fully
fund the WDOT radio station and the
Slade Performing Arts Center, donated
$25,000. In all, close to $1 million will be
spent to build the new track and natural
grass field enclosed within it.
Construction commenced with the
excavation of the track area in the middle
of summer vacation, which is the reason
why faculty and students returned to
school to find mounds of excavated soil
where their track used to stand. Excava-
tion allowed for the widening of the track
surface to accommodate the extra lane
and additional features-that will be built.

Installation of underground drainage,
rough grading, and final surveying has all
been completed. This past week, builders
began curb formwork, and the concrete
should be poured in a matter of days.

A tentative schedule has been posted
on the new Portnet website, outlining a
series of events to take place before the
early November completion date. The
sub-base of the track, consisting of a re-
cycled concrete aggregate, will be installed
during mid October. After testing occurs
on the sub-base, builders will go ahead
and asphalt the actual track surface.

Several rumors have surrounded the
project, a result of the lack of information
students were given about the progress of
the construction. Firstly, the orientation
of the new track will remain the same,
contrary to popular belief that it will be
perpendicularly placed relative to the pre-
vious one. - Initial blueprints for the lay-
out of the track that had intended it to be
angled may have contributed to this myth.
Secondly, the decision to install a new
track was not a matter of mere vanity. The
old track, which was 440 yards instead of
the regulation 400 meters, could not pro-
duce legitimate records. Furthermore, the
thinning top layer put stress on many of
the atheletes’ bodies, creating a potential
safety hazard.

“Before every meet, the officials who
walked the track would tell us that it was
in such bad condition that it should not
be used for competitions. The track was
in dire need of renovations—even the law
recognized that;” said Mr. Klaff.

Indeed, New York State had threatened
discontinuation of the track in its worn-
down, decrepit condition. It was clear that
the school district would have to renovate
the equipment in order to maintain the
physical education and sports programs
which made frequent use of the track.
The track, aside from violating state legal
codes, was impractical for its daily uses.

“If we hadn't done something, we
wouldn’t have been able to have track and
field, cross country, or any other regular
gym activities. There was about a quarter
of an inch left of the old track and our stu-
dents were basically running on a parking
lot,” said Ms. Joannon.

The track construction project is part
of a much larger and holistic revitalization
ofall schools’ facilities, an operation spear-
headed by Superintendent Dr. Geoffrey
Gordon since he came to the district eight
years ago. Since that time, he, the Board
of Education, administrators, and oth-
ers have seen a 10-year, 20-step facilities
renovation plan come to fruition. While
students were once plagued by leaking
roofs, overused athletic fields, and a nearly
condemned track, they can now enjoy the

benefits of recently renovated buildings, a-

new turf field, and soon a new track. Si-
multaneous to the construction of these
projects, which nearly all have been pri-
vately funded or well under architectural
estimates, the district has stressed the
importance of environmental protection
and sustainability for the future. A com-
prehensive recycling plan was initiated, all
environmental curriculums were expand-
ed, and environmental centers, such as
gardens and open air theaters, have been
created at all elementary schools.

After the completion of this project,
students can continue to look forward to
other renovations to the district’s facili-
ties. The installation of new grandstands
at both the new grass and turf fields is ex-
pected to occur in the summer of 2010.
The new athletic equipment will be ap-
preciated not only by students and faculty,
but by Port Washington residents as well.

“Whether its athletes, students, or the
community, we must all have pride in this
project because everyone’s a stakeholder.
With this mentality, we hope this track
will last a long time,” said Ms. Joannon.

Ryohei Ozaki
Top: Construction vehicles can be seen parked in the area where the new track
is being built. Bulldozers and power shovels have excavated the field, where or-
ange markers have been placed to indicate the location of the track. The project,
which began in mid-August, is scheduled to be completed by Nov. 7, being ready
for both the winter and spring seasons.

Bottom: Mounds of soil have accumulated where the land was flattened to facili-
tate the installation of the foundation for the new track.
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Massapequa Chiefs continue successes over Vikings

In crucial conference matchup, Vikings do not execute offensively in 3-0, shutout loss

BY Harrison Remler

Senior Sports Editor

Once again, the boys varsity soccer
team found itself in a familiar spot with a
crucial early season conference matchup
against the Massapequa Chiefs. The Vi-
kings also found themselves in a familiar

‘position on the wrong side of a disap-

pointing loss, their fourth consecutive to
Massapequa in the last four years.

“There was definitely a revenge factor
there as Coach Zuvich brought it up a few
times in practice,” said senior goalie Peter
Maxted. “However, the score didn’t truly
reflect the game as we played well against
Massapequa’” ;

Coming into the game, the Vikings
stood at 1-2-1 in the conference, af-
ter opening the season in quest of their
fourth consecutive Manhasset Tourna-
ment championship. After a five-goal
barrage against Herricks, the Vikings
once again entered the finals as favorites
against Manhasset.

“We just did not get the offense we
wanted, but we were not very upset with
the Manhasset loss,” said Coach Don Fish.
“They are a senior led team and have
some senior skill players. We just didn't
execute”

In Port’s first loss to Manhasset in four
years, the Vikings implemented a new for-
mation, featuring five midfielders (4-5-1).

“We started assessing our strengths
and personnel last year, and recognizing
that we had no definite striker, we made
the switch from the 4-4-2, which featured
Schreiber alumni Stephan Brossard and
Brennan Spreitzer in the forward posi-
tion, to the 4-5-1,” said Coach Fish.

“The formation made sense at the time,
but it just didn’t work against Manhasset,”
said Maxted.

Manhasset cruised to a 2-0 victory
over the Vikings, as the Vikings failed to
defend their title. '

“Every few years you have to let the
host team win their own tournament
or they won't re-invite you,” said Coach
Fish.

In their first two conference games
against Farmingdale and Syosset, the Vi-
kings sensed that a change was needed in
their formation.

Loren Giron

Sophomore Andrew Boehm fights for posession in the Viking’s Sept. 22 loss against Massapequa. Boehm is one of four
underclassmen on the 2009 varsity soccer team, which is looking to hit their stride come playoff time.

“After Farmingdale went up 3-0 in the

“ first half, we made the switch back to our

4-4-2 during halftime;” said Coach Fish.

“We came out the second half and com-
pletely dominated the game”

Despite their rejuvenated second half,
the Vikings still fell to Farmingdale by a
score of 3-0. Following the Farmingdale
loss, the team traveled to Syosset where
they continued with the 4-4-2 formation.

“We had four legitimate opportunities
on goal, but we just didn’t execute. Syosset
played their typical game, creeping up on
us, with three scoring opportunities in the
final 10 minutes,” said Coach Fish. -

Going into the home conference open-
er against Massapequa on Sept. 22, the
coaches used the opportunity to talk to
the team and keep them on task.

“I talked to the kids during practice
about the importance of the game,” said
Coach Fish. “A day beating Massapequa
is always a good day. They have scored

* 11 goals on us the last three years, which

is awful on our part. We really respect
Massapequa, and I am pleased to, coach
against their kids. They are fit, skilled,
well-coached, and great on their set piec-
es, which are well rehearsed”

Port controlled the Massapequa offen-
sive attack during the majority of the first
half. Early on, senior Danny Levinson
made a diving kick save on Massapequa’s
Connor Nealis’ shot on goal. Still, the Port
defense faltered as Massapequa’s Vincenzo
Losetto connected with seven minutes left
in the first half off an assist from Dakota
Barnathan.

The Vikings had their first missed op-
portunity as senior Scott Schwartz made a
pass to junior Paul Tasnday, who collided
with Massapequa’s goalie Sean Bradley
and was carted off the field. Tasnday joins
the list of Port’s injured players this sea-
son, as. seniors Andrew Keen and Mark
Catanzaro have also been plagued with
injury this fall. ’

“We need to start capitalizing(on of-

Loren Giron

Port defenders seniors Jon Commisso and Mark Catanzaro and junior Timo Santala look to contain the Massapequa offen-
sive attack. The Port defense faltered, giving up two goals in the second half which solidified a victory for the Chiefs.

fensive opportunities in the future,” said
Schwartz. IR

The second half continued as Port fal-
tered on various breakaways. Meanwhile,
the game got out of hand, as both Mass-
apequa and Port Washington were upset
with the officiating.

“While the officials did miss many off-
sides, you cannot blame the officiating. In
the end, we just did not score; that was
the bottom line. It all starts with our flow.
Personally, my distributions have- been
coming right back,” said Maxted.

In response to questionable referee-
ing, Coach Zuvich did not believe the of-
ficials had an impact on the ‘outcome of
the game.

“The referees have been fantastic this
season each game thus far,” said Coach
Zuvich.

Many newcomers to the varsity level
had their first opportunity at significant
playing time against powerhouse Mass-
apequa.

“I was nervous in the beginning of the
game, but as the game went on I felt more
comfortable. To improve and beat Mas-
sapequa in the future, we need to work on
our finishing,” said first-year varsity mem-
ber sophomore Andrew Zimmelman.

The Massapequa captain scored two

\ goals in the second half for the Chiefs to

seal the victory.

“They do have a young team, featur-
ing a lot of sophomores, but they are very
quick and have good foot skills. It some-
times appears that every time we play
Massapequa they always have an extra
man on the field,” said Maxted.

Coach Zuvich agreed with his play-
ers, emphasizing execution following the
Massapequa loss.

“We played well in the first half and
had some good opportunities, yet it didn’t
work out,” said Coach Zuvich. “We haven't
scored a goal in 320 minutes, as we need
to get players healthy and start executing
on opportunities on goal”




