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NEWS BRIEFS 
Stamps and Stuff is open 

for business 
Schreiber's Stamps and Stuf f store 

is now open dai ly from noon u n t i l 12:45. 
Located i n the ticket booth i n the lobby, 
the store not only sells stamps, but pens, 
pencils, notebooks, batteries and much 
more. Schreiber students are encouraged 
to come down and purchase any of these 
new school supplies for this school year. 

- Pam Arnet t 

Schreiber is successful at 
first Mathletes tournament 

Mathletes , Schreiber's competit ive 
m a t h team, allows the school's best prob-
lem solvers to compete against others in 
the i r area. The competitions are monthly 
and consist of six questions posed in groups 
of two, w i t h ten minutes to complete each 
set. The top students from the county at 
the end of each Mathlete season are 
selected to participate in such contests 
as A R M L , the American Regional M a t h 
League, and N Y S M L , the New York State 
M a t h League. A t the first competition on 
October 19, Schreiber d id wel l . Top scor-
ers were juniors David Crolub and Shira 
Helft , who both received four out of six 
and placed forty-s ixth in the county, put -
t i n g Schreiber current ly in twenty-s ixth 
place. This w i l l be improved at the next 
competition, which takes place on Tues-
day, November 16th. 

- D a r y l Koopersmith 

D r a m a Club performs for 
elementary school students 

The cast of the Schreiber Drama Club's 
production of "Once Upon A Mattress" 

visited Sousa, Manorhaven, and Salem 
elementary schools where they performed 
excerpts from the show on November 16. 
A t the elementary schools. Drama Club 
members performed the songs "Shy," 
"Swamps from Home," and " I ' m I n Love 
w i t h a G i r l Named Fred." They also 
planned activities for the elementary 
school students they visited, taught them 
a cheer, and put several girls through 
tasks i n order to find "a true princess." 

" I t h i n k we were very successful and 
we were warmly received at the three 
schools where we performed," commented 
Choral Director Mr. Phi l Glover, who 
accompanied the Schreiber students 
on the t r i p . "The students in the cast 
performed very wel l . " 

- Daniella Malekan 

F u t u r e B u s i n e s s C l ub of 
America raises money 

Members of Schreiber's Future Busi -
ness Leaders of America (FBLA) sold 
fundraising candy dur ing the end of Octo-
ber and the beginning of November. The 
club donated approximately $600 to the 
Port Washington Fire Department, which 
was raising money for the Ashley Fund. 
The proceeds of the Ashley Fund Will go 
to help a Port Washington firefighter's 
five-year-old daughter who has cancer. 

"1 was very glad that our club could 
help the Ashley Fund, " commented the 
club's vice president M a t t Lazar. "1 hope 
that we helped its cause as much as pos-
sible." 

- Emi ly Singer 
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Kaleidoscope Corner 
Kaleidoscope. Schreiber's literary magazine is printed annually and features student artwork, 

poetry, photos, and prose. Here is an excerpt from this year's magazine. 

Ash 
1 hardly even knew you but I thought of marriage often. I often thought that i n 
Florida we'd h i t i t off, and that I 'd kiss you sometime d u r i ng a movie, jus t lean 
across the couch. Or when yea showed me our closet 1 thought 1 could kiss this 
g i r l , I could te l l her she's prett ier t h a n the decorations she and her sisto^pade. 
1 could forget to make seperate lines for my poetry and let i t a l l b lur into one. I 
thought your leaving was death, and that seeing you when you got home would be 
amazing. B u t I guess i t wasn't, because adults are made in college and kids are 
left i n high school. Don't you remember t h i r d period, every B and E day? We'd 
talk about the things, l ike God or marriage or how we both l iked to live. And 
write . A n d how I 'd wr i te . A n d how 1 started a book of poems, that 1 kept by my 
tDedside, for you. 1 left those last two words out. But they were true , and now I 
can remember ly ing on the playground looking at the stars and t h i n k i n g I could 
lean over and kiss you, and then wr i t e about i t forever. 

~ Jonathan Merker 

Sophomore Stephanie Alechman took this photo-
graph of her sister on a swing for Ms. Jaworsl^i's 

Photo I c lass. She was especially fond of how the 
shadows fell in the background. 
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Badminton tournament raises money for charity 
BY�������������

Staff ii'ruer 

The Letter Club sponsored a badmin-
ton tournament in order to raise money 
for the Adopt-A-Family program on 
November 10. 

The tournament was arranged and 
directed by physical education teacher 
Ms. Maria Giamanco. The 140 faculty 
members and students who played in the 
tournament made up a total of seventy 
doubles teams. Each team paid a ten-
dollar entry fee in order to be eligible 
to compete, and the money that was 
collected went to support the Adopt-A-
Family program. 

The badminton tournament was held 
in both the old and new gyms because 
of the large turnout. So many people 
participated in the tournament that i t 
took a few hours for everyone to play their 
first games. The crowds of people that 
partook in the tournament only added to 
the atmosphere of the games, and made 
them very exciting. 

Participating in the tournament was 
a mix of faculty, administrators, and 
approximately 125 students. Players from 
the faculty included physical education 
teacher Mr. Kevin Braddish, retired 
science teacher Mr. Joe Caruso, science 
teacher Ms. Maria Ezratty, science teacher 
Mr. Donald Fish, physical education 
teacher Ms. Giamanco, physical educa-
tion Ms. Nancy Klotz, home economics 
teacher Ms. Sally Reinhardt, and English 
teacher Ms. Evelina Zarkh. Other faculty 
members, such as physiral education 
teachers Ms. Robjn Cooper, Mr. Joseph 

Del Gais, and Ms. Stephanie Joannon 
helped in a variety of ways, such as 
setting up the courts, directing the 
tournament, and collecting donations. 
Administrators that participated in 
the tournament were senior grade 
administrator Dr. Rita Albert, athletic 
director Ms. Rose Bonanno, junior grade 
administrator Mr. Bradley Fitzgerald, 
and freshman grade administrator Mr. 
David Miller. 

Regular badminton rules applied 
in the tournament with a few modifica-
tions. The serving was a five-serve 
rotation for each player on the teams. 
This meant that each player served five 
times, alternating between teams in 
each game. The point was awarded to 
whoever won each rally. The first team 
to reach eleven points won the game. 
Matches were determined by whoever 
won the best of three games. There 
were three rounds of matches, and 
the winners played each other until 
there were only fo»ir teams left, the 
Final Four. 

The final four were Ms. Giamanco 
and senior Anthony Piatt versus 
junior Thomas Zebroski and sophomore 
Michelle Doscas, and senior Yousuke 
Minato and sophomore She Kunita 
versus Mr. Fish and senior Victor 
Zhang. Ms. Giamanco and Piatt ended 
up defeating Doscas and Zebroski, 
and Kunita and Minato defeated Mr. 
Fish and Zhang. In an exciting final 
match, Ms. Giamanco and Piatt defeated 
Kunita and Minato, thus winning the 
tournament. 

The first place winners won a $100 

gift certificate to Louie's restaurant, the 
second place winners won a $75 gift 
certificate to Sullivan's Quay restaurant, 
and the third and fourth place winners 
won a $25 gift certificates to Rosa's Pizza. 
Awarding prizes encouraged more people 
to participate in the tournament, and 
thus helped raise more money for the 
Adopt-A-Family program. 

The tournament raised over $700 for 
the Adopt-A-Family program. The Adopt-
A-Family program is run through Our 
Lady of Fatima Church in Manorhaven. 
The Letter Club receives information 
from the church about a less fortunate 
family in Port Washington. This family 
gives a holiday "wish list" to the church's 
Sister Kathy, who then passes the list 
to the Letter Club. The officers from 
the Letter Club go shopping for gifts, 
and, after wrapping them, the gifts are 

AP Art students visit the Metropolitan 
BY��� ���������

The students in the AP Studio Art 
Program, accompanied by art teachers 
Dr. Mark Graham and Ms. Pat Murphy, 
visited the Metropolitan Museum of Art 
on October 21, 2004. 

Since the focus of the AP art program 
thus far has been the human figure, the 
students exploring the museum were 
required to complete an assignment during 
the trip. The students were assigned to 

Juniors Sarah Krellenstein, Meghan Elicks and 
Emily Sorg contemplate what to sketch. 

sketch one sculpture by Auguste Rodin, 
one sculpture from the ancient Greek 
section, and one of a piece of nineteenth 
century artwork. The activity not only 
tied in with the work that was being 
done in class, but also the figure drawing 
sessions which students are attending 
once a week from six to nine in the evening. 
The students were also required to write 

a brief essay regarding the general 
similarities and differences between 
Greek sculpture and Rodin's work that 
the students observed. Auguste Rodin 
was a French artist who had a profound 
infiuence on 20th-century sculpture. 
Rodin's style, as the students learned, 
did not ignore the negative aspects of 
humanity, and his works incorporate 
moral weakness as well as passion 
and beauty. 

After the students had completed 
this assignment, they were allowed 

to explore the museum 
on their own. Students 
viewed a variety of work 
including Impressionist 
art by painters such as 
Claude Monet and Edgar 
Degas, and Surrealist 
work such as Salvador 
Dali and culture art work 
such as the Japanese 
temple and smcient Chi-
nese pottery. 

The independence 
granted to the students 
seemed to really impact 
their enjoyment of the 
trip. " I really liked the 
fact that we were able 
to walk around by our-
selves and experience 

the museum on our own, not in some 
serious group tour where we would be 
required to simply listen to a guide lec-
ture us on what we were supposed to be 
getting from the artwork," commented 
junior art student Gaby Monsanto. 
"This way I felt that I really experienced 
what the museum had to offer." 

presented to the less-fort\mate family 
during the holiday season. Usually 
the gifts requested are warm clothing, 
shoes, or a special holiday meal, and 
they are generally items that are 
necessary, rather than superfluous. 

Overall, the badminton tournament 
helped those in need and was still 
an exhilarating event for Schreiber 
students to participate in. Regarding 
the tournament, sophomore Chris Choi 
commented, " I was disappointed that 
I got eliminated in the first round, but 
i t was for a good cause so it's all good." 
Many students are hopeful that they 
wil l be able to display their badminton 
skills in another tournament in the 
future, and sophomore Rich Schmitz 
commented, " I t was a lot of fun, and I 
can't wait to do i t again next year." 

Sophomore Nikki Pond is ecstatic after winning a point at Schreiber's 
first badminton tournament for students and faculty. 

Dance and Movement goes to N Y C 
BY��� ���������������

SraffH'rirer 

Earlier this month, physical education 
teacher Ms. Nancy Klotz, along with 
her Dance and Movement class, had the 
honor of being chosen to visit Radio City 
Music Hall in New York City. The pit of 
the Schreiber band also went on the trip. 
The trip was on November 1 from 5:00 
p.m. to 10:00 p.m. 

Port Washington's own Stop 'n Shop 
presented the creative arts department 
at Schreiber with free tickets and a free 
coach bus to Radio City Music Hall, where 
the last dress rehearsal of the infamous 
Christmas Spectacular featuring the 
Rockettes would be shown. The creative 
arts department extended this wonderful 
opportunity to the Dance and Movement 
class, who were ecstatic upon hearing 
the extremely exciting news. 

T h e Dance and Movement class 

boarded the bus with big smiles and 
free bag lunches, eager to see the 
show. 

The dance students who attended 
the show were very impressed with 
the Rockettes, and were grateful for 
having the privilege to see professional 
dancers for the first time. The trip 
was a once in a lifetime opportunity 
and helped the students set goals for 
themselves as dancers. 

Ms. Klotz commented that, "The 
Rockettes ability to dance in unison 
with complete precision was absolutely 
incredible." Precision in dance is a 
goal she hopes her students wil l one 
day reach as a class. She was very 
grateful to Stop 'n' Shop for the great 
educational opportunity her students 
were awarded, and she hopes that 
there wil l be many more activities like 
this for Schreiber students. 
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SADD ribbons 

BY Stephanie Seeman 
Confrihuling Writer 

The members of Students Against 
Destructive Decisions (SADD) spent 
their time handing out red ribbons to the 
students of Schreiber in order to promote 
a substance abuse-free environment 
during the week of October 23 through 
October 31. The red ribbons represented 
being a "drug free" individual, and they 
were meant to show other students that 
the student wearing the ribbon did not 
need to do drugs to fit in. Red Ribbon 
Week was an event that showed how 
school-and-community-based alcohol, 
tobacco, and illegal drug abuses, as well 
as violence, should be prevented. The 
red ribbons were a reminder of how all 

students should help their community 
to become a drug-free, safe environment 
in which to live. 

As drug and alcohol abuse problems 
continue among Schreiber students and 
in the Port community, the efforts of 
programs like SADD are significant 
because they are committed to the fight 
against drugs. The club has designed 
various programs to reach out to other 
students and get them involved in their 
efforts. The members of SADD worked 
very hard during Red Ribbon Week, 
and the club's mission is that one day 
Schreiber wil l become a completely drug 
ft«e environment. 

Sophomore Emily Mottahedeh, a 
member of SADD, stated, ' I t felt really 
good handing out the ribbons because I 
felt like I was being part of the solution 
rather than part of the problem." 

Denim Day: Breast Cancer Awareness 
BY Caitlin Orellana 

Contributing Writer 

Coming Out D a y promotes tolerance 
BY Daniella Malekan 

V f T i i Editor 

Schreiber's Gay Straight Alliance 
coordinated National Coming Out Day 
on October 8 to promote awareness of 
problems between homosexuals and 
straights in the school. 

Members of the club tried to convey 
the idea to a l l students, especially 
freshman, that Schreiber is a community 
thati accepts all students, homosexual 
and straight and that there is no need to 
be ashamed of who you are. 

"A large point of the event was 
that we wanted to have people come 
out as supporters of homosexuality," 
commented senior Eric Siegel, president 
of the club, "and not necessarily come 
out as homosexuals themselves. I find 

that more important" 
The club hung signs depicting homo-

sexual and bisexual celebrities around 
the school. The goal was to promote 
National Coming Out Day several weeks 
before the event. On the day itself, 
the club put a table out in the lobby of 
the school where members handed out 
rainbow colored ribbons and pamphlets. 
These were meant to inform students 
and faculty about homophobia and 
homosexuahty. 

" I thought the day was a good idea 
and very successful," said freshman 
Kathy Beltran who approved of the club's 
efforts. " I t probably really helped a lot 
of people express how they feel. Even 
though there were people who didn't 
take i t seriously, I know of many people 
who supported i t . " 

National Denim Day took place on 
Friday, October 31. Its purpose is to 
promote the awareness of breast cancer 
in schools. A l l around the country, 
schools participate yearly by wearing 
denim for the day. National Denim Day 
is the most widely known and supported 
fundraiser for breast cancer research in 
the US. While many people think that 
the idea of wearing denim is only special 
for teachers, (who normally would never 
wear denim to work) i t is much more 
than that. 

The Student Outreach Club advertises 
National Denim Day to get students 
to wear more denim than they would 
normally wear. Posters were placed 
throughout the school to encourage 
students and faculty to show their 
support for breast cancer research. By 
remembering to wear denim the thought 
of cancer would be on people's mind. 
In addition to the wearing of denim 
clothing, each year donations are made to 
fund breast cancer research. Five-dollar 

donations are given to the Susan G. 
Komen Breast Cancer Foundation. 

This year, since Denim Day was on 
Halloween, not as many people could 
participate in the event. However, many 
of the faculty who didn't dress up for 
Halloween participated. 

. -41 
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Juniors Jordana Cohen, Samara 
Schwartz and Katie IMancher sup-

port Denim Day. 

Food Collection for hurricane victims 
BY Michael Freifeld 

Contributing Writer 

The Student Outreach Club combined 
with the local Rotary Club to start a 
nonperishable-food drive. The food 
wi l l be going to people living in the 
southern states and islands who need 
help recovering fr«m this year's hurricane 
season. A student in Rotary Club knows 
of a man who works at Kennedy Airport 
who is volunteering to ship all of the 

supplies to the people in need, free of 
charge. Only eighteen cans have been 
collected and many more are needed. 
Although not as many as had been hoped 
for have been collected, in future food 
drives, students are urged to bring in as 
much food as possible in order to help 
the cause. Mr. Robert Meyer stated that 
" i t is better to help one family than to 
help none." 

Tokey Hi l l kickboxing masters come to Schreiber 
B Y Sophie Kroft 

Akickboxing workshop was held for all 
students in the fitness section of physical 
education on October 29. Arranged by 
physical education teacher Ms. Robin 
Cooper, the workshop took place during 
periods two and three. The kickboxing 
workshop was led by two members from 
Tokey Hi l l Karate, Christina Muccini 
and Tokey Hi l l , who are martial arts 
instructors who also train professional 
athletes. The aim of the workshop was to 
emulate what a real kickboxing workout 
should be like. 

Christina Muccini, one of the profes-
sionals from Tokey Hi l l , was originally 
from Douglaston and has lived in Port 
Washington for the past eleven years. 
She is a six time national champion in 
martial arts and kickboxing. She won a 
silver medal in the Pan-American games 
and currently is a professional kickboxer. 
In the workshop, she demonstrated the 
fitness aspect of kickboxing in the workout 
by having the students perform routines 
of punches, kicks, and stretches. 

Tokey H i l l , the other professional, 
spent his childhood in Ohio before begin-
ning his successful career in martial arts. 
For seven years, he was the roommate 
of Tae Bo champ Billy Bristol. In 1978, 
Hi l l was a champion of karate in Japan. 
I n this championship in Japan, he was 

the first gold medalist in karate from the 
United States. After coaching karate 
for eleven years Hi l l was named the 
United States Olympic Karate Coach of 

Freshman Katherine Corteselli gets ready to 
deliver a front Vick.  

the Year in 1999. 
Currently, Tokey H i l l trains and 

coaches professionals in karate and the 
martial arts. He also spends time travel-

ing the country, bringing 
his talent to high schools. 
In fact, he just came back 
from visiting a high school 
in Ohio during their drug 
prevention Red Ribbon 
Week. In the workshop at 
Schreiber he planned to 
demonstrate the features 
of a resd boxing workout 
and teach the students how 
to throw real punches. The 
students had been learning 
numerous punches in their 
fitness classes such as 
the jab, cross, uppercut, 
and hook, and in the work-
shop, kicks were taught to 
complement the punches. 

The idea behind shar-
ing kickboxing with high 
schools is to keep kids on 
the right track. Karate 
builds character through 
self-discipline and achiev-
ing success. Karate is dif-
ferent from a "real sport" 
because it utilizes concen-
tration and power of both 
the mind and the body. 
Hi l l believes, " I t is great 

that the educational system in schools is 
expanding. There is now a wide range 
of activities for the youth to be exposed 
to, such as martial arts. I t creates 
confidence, self-esteem and empowers 
the individual to resist peer pressure, 
alcohol and drugs." 

Because the visit from Tbkey Hi l l was 
so important, Channel 12 News Long 
Island came to report on the workshop. 
The students who participated in the 
program were very impressed with the 
workout. Junior Shira Helft stated, 
"I'm so glad that I take fitness because 
I thoroughly enjoyed the Tokey H i l l 
workshop. I learned so much about how 
to stay fit with kickboxing and more 
significantly, to stay safe." Not only was 
the visit from Tbkey Hi l l exciting for 
the students at Schreiber, but also for 
the fitness teachers. Fitness teacher 
Ms. Nancy Klotz reflects, "Having the 
kickboxing masters come to Schreiber's 
fitness strand is a wonderful opportunity 
for our students to train with profes-
sionals in the field of kickboxing. Our 
students are learning life long activities 
Uke kickboxing which wil l keep them 
fit and healthy for years beyond their 
graduation." 

All photographs by Sophie Kroft. 
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Sousa Day celebrates 150 years of Sousa 
BY Spencer Bloom 

Staff Writer 

John Philip Sousa Elementary School 
hosted a celebration of what would have 
been John Philip Sousa's 150th birthday, or 
sesquicentennial, on November 4. 

Sousa, a world-renowned composer, 
was bom on November 6, 1854. Sousa 
Day, a celebration of his birthday, is held 
annually at Sousa Elementary. I t is a 
huge event for the members of the Port 
Washington community. This year's Sousa 
Day was elaborately planned out. Port 
citizens and all of the students at Sousa 
gathered in the school's gym for the 
festivities. U.S. flags were issued for 
the students to display their American 
spirit. 

The afternoon ceremonies began with 
the Schreiber Concert band, directed by 
Mr. Mark Brenner, playing a version of the 
"Star Spangled Banner" that was arranged 
by John Philip Sousa. Following the 
musical piece was an opening statement 
and greeting given by Sousa Elementary 

. School Principal David Meoli. Mr. Meoli 
began the ceremony by explaining the 
significance of Sousa Day. He also 
introduced Sousa's great granddaughter, 
who had come to the commemoration. 
Then, Mr. Meoli played a video giving 
a biographical timeline of Sousa's life. 
Marcus Heiman, a man who is an expert on 
Sousa and conducts a band that specializes 

International News 

in Sousa's pieces, played the role of 
Sousa in the film. The video was a 
comprehensive account, and i t covered 
all aspects of Sousa's life from his birth 

Craig Johnson was also present at the 
ceremony, and he shared a few words 
about the importance of the day as 
well. 

1 
Junior Gina Solomita and sophomore Lauren Wasserman 
are ready to celebrate Sousa Day with the opening piece 

"Blacl( Horse Troop." 
to his death. The film included details The Sousa Band, directed by Karla 
such as where in Port Washington Sousa ' Schonbrun, played the well-known Sousa 
lived and how many different pieces of piece "Stars and Stripes Forever" to 
music he composed. County legislator conclude the first portion of the ceremony. 

When the band ended their spirited 
rendition of Sousa's piece, the Port 
Enrichment Program (PEP) teacher 
Ms. Jeanne Zeh introduced some of 
her students who gave a PowerPoint 
presentation detailing their t r ip to 
Sousa's Long Island residence. After the 
students shared what they had learned, 
the Schreiber band played the Sousa 
march "Black Horse Troop." Principal 
Meoli was personally inspired by the 
piece and remarked, " I used to be a 
isand director and I wish I had a band 
like this one." 

A patriotic presentation was then 
made to Superintendent of Schools Dr. 
Geoffrey Gordon. A flag that had been 
flown above the congressional building 
in Washington D.C. was given to Dr. 
Gordon. A cake-cutting ceremony 
followed this exchange, which was 
accompanied by the Schreiber Band's 
rendition of Sousa's march "El Capitan" 
to conclude the day's festivities. Students 
of the Schreiber band enjoyed being part 
of the celebration. Junior Jake Litke 
remarked, "Even though I don't attend 
Sousa now, I thought i t was a great idea 
for the Schreiber band students to help 
celebrate Sousa day with the elementary 
school students." 

"We wanted to celebrate a great man. 
We thought i t would be beneficial for kids 
to learn the namesake of their school," 
concluded Principal Meoli. 

The European Union's treaty signed in Rome 
BY Kathryn Podobinski 

Staff Writer 

The leaders of twenty-five European 
countries met in Rome to sign the European 
Union's Treaty and Final Act on October 
29, establishing the EU's first constitution. 
The ceremony was held in the same room 
where the Treaty of Rome, the pact that 
created the European Community, was 
signed in 1957. The ritual took place 
in a room designed by Michelangelo, 
among classic sculptures and Renaissance 
paintings. 

The signing was largely ceremonial, 
since the member countries must still 
ratify the constitutional treaty individu-
ally. Eleven of the countries wil l place 
the constitution on a national referendum 
vote within the next two years, with the 
balance presenting the document to their 
national parliaments for ratification. With 
growing skepticism among Europeans 
about the feasibility of the EU, individual 
country approval is not guaranteed. I t 
is possible that residents of the EU will 
use these votes as an evaluation of the 
viability of the union itself 

The EU is a group of twenty-five 
countries, bound by a framework of 
treaties to work together for economic and 
political reasons. The EU was created in 
1957 by a core of six countries and was 
intended to rebuild economies devastated 
by World War I I . I t was envisioned as the 
first attempt to unify Europe without the 
use of force. Members agree to relinquish 
certain powers, while retaining other 
aspects of sovereignty. 

Membership in the EU is limited to 
European countries with an established 
democracy, a respectable human rights 
record, and a functioning market economy. 
There are currently four candidate 
countries waiting for approval to join 

the EU: Turkey, Bulgaria, Romania, 
and Croatia. 

The EU is on a series of treaties 
negotiated among the member states. 
Each treaty represents a binding 
commitment by the member country 
signing i t . The Constitutional Treaty 
consolidates these past EU treaties into 
a single document in order to navigate 
and address contemporary issues more 
efficiently; i t incorporates the three 
basic pillars of the EU. The first 
focuses on economic and monetary 
issues, as well as the environment 
and education. The second addresses 
the EU's involvement in foreign and 
security affairs. The third dictates 
judicial matters including civil and 
criminal affairs, judicial cooperation, 
customs and immigration, and coopera-
tion when fighting drug trafficking 
and terrorism. 

Changes under the Constitutional 
Treaty are intended to streamline 
efiRciency in EU operations, necessary 
after the recent expansion from fifteen 
to twenty-five member states. These 
include removing the requirement for 
unanimous votes to decide most issues, 
thus avoiding a major obstacle to action 
and eliminating a single member's veto 
power with regard to certain issues. 
The treaty also changes the weight 
of votes, allowing larger countries to 
have more influence than smaller ones. 
Administratively, the treaty wil l also 
extend the President's term from six 
months to two and a half years. Finally, 
i t wil l provide for the appointment of a 
new Foreign Minister. 

According to an article from 
countrywatch.com, Dutch Prime Min-
ister Jan Peter Balkenende said,"Our 
signatures are not a finishing touch, 
but a new beginning." 

Math Competition for 36 Hours 
BY Michael L a u 

Staff Writer 

Select students from Schreiber's Math 
Research program competed against 
schools from across the country and 
around the world in the seventh annual 
High School Mathematical Contest i n 
Modeling (HiMCM), which was held 
between November 12 and November 
13. The competition took place over 
a grueling thirty-six hours of problem 
solving. 

Participants included seniors Danielle 
Bourguet, Jason Geisenheimer, Melissa 
Glasser, Anoushe Jamshidi, Zachary 
Levin, and Zachary Levine; juniors 
Andrew Gross, Shira Helft, Alex Huh, 
Sinsub Jeong, Jacob Litke, and Marina 
Pedisich; and sophomores John Byun, 
David Kim, Daryl Koopersmith, Michael 
Lau, James Lee, Matthew Mondragon, 
Sarah Nash, and Nicole Pond. The 
students were divided into five teams of 
four students, each with a senior as a 
team leader. Each team was assigned 
to an individual room, and the Math, 
Social Science, and Science Research 
rooms were used, as well as Room 12. The 
competition started on Friday morning 
and lasted until Saturday night. I f a 
team finished early, its members were 
permitted to go home, but no team could 
continue working at the school past 8:00 
p.m. on Saturday. 

The competition involved solving one 
of two problems. The teams had to 
decide among themselves which one they 
wanted to solve. The first problem that 
was presented to students this year 
was: "Develop a mathematical model 
for the cleaning schedule and use of 
cleaning resources and draft a letter to 
the manager of a major motel or hotel 
complex that recommends a model to 
help them in the management of their 
cleaning operation." The second problem 

that teams could choose was: "Given 
specific room measurements and security 
cameras, define a way to measure 
(quantify) the security of an art exhibit 
for different wall configurations, and 
determine an optimum portable wall 
configuration for the art exhibit based on 
the measure of security." The problems 
were real life problems and they involved 
intense group work. Some teams even 
tried to devise computer programs to 
solve their problem. 

Judging for the competition w i l l 
be completed in January 2005. The 
entrants' solutions wil l be recognized 
as "Successful Participant," "Honorable 
Mention," "Meritorious," or "Outstand-
ing." Students recognized as outstanding 
wil l receive a plaque, and their papers 
wdll be published on the HiMCM website. 
They wi l l also be recognized in local 
newspapers and radio or television 
outlets. 

Al l of the groups were successful in 
solving their choice of problem. One 
team worked so fast that they took only 
twenty-nine hours to finish, making i t 
home by Saturday afternoon. The contest 
was a great experience that helped to build 
teamwork and communication skills, 
and demonstrated a wide knowledge of 
mathematics. 

Math Research Advisors Dr. Fritz 
Cayemitte and Ms. Tina Marie Gallagher 
organized the teams, and they took 
care of the students by buying food and 
drinks for them. Sophomore Nicole Pond 
commented, "This competition was such 
a great experience. Even though the sleep 
was minimal, which resulted in extreme 
exhaustion, we still had fun approaching 
the problem in several different wajrs, 
running around the school at four o'clock 
in the morning and eating loads of food. 
I t was very intellectually stimulating 
and I'm glad that I was given the chance 
to do something like this." 

http://countrywatch.com
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C i n t e R ^ o l n t 
Should responsible drinking be taught in school? 

B Y Zubin Z a v e r i 

Assvitanf A&E Editor 

Alcohol surrounds us. From TV com-
mercials, to movies, and from history 
to The Simpsons, i t is portrayed as a 
substance that is meant to be enjoyed. 
Each year, more and more anti-drink-
ing organizations spring up around 
the United States, hoping to discour-
age drinking. How can they? A child is 
shown his entire life how much fun i t is 
to be drunk, yet in school he is told how 
terrible i t is, and how i t can ruin his 
life. When the curiosity finally peaks 
and he tries the miraculous beverage, 
how does he feel? What should he do? 

Society spends too much time 
preaching abstinence from alcohol 
without realizing that underage drink-
ing is inevitable. Even during Prohibi-
tion, when alcohol was outlawed by 
the Constitution, adults found ways to 
obtain i t . How could one possibly expect 
the substance to be protected now when 
well over half the population is eligible 
to purchase it? Abstinence is taught 
even from a young age. In grade school, 
teachers preach how we should never 
drink until we are legally permited, or 
we wil l ruin our lives. I always found 
i t strange how i t would only ruin our 
lives i f we drank i t while we were under 
the age of twenty-one. Although alcohol 
is indeed a dangerous substance, i t is 
unrealistic to believe that those of us 
under the legal drinking age wil l never 
consume i t . 

According to the Women's Temper-
ance Union, the average age for taking 
the first drink of alcohol is eleven and 
a half years. Whether it's a sip of beer 
during the football game, a taste of 
wine at family dinner, or even a glass of 
champagne on New Year's Eve, society 
seems to contradict its absolute hatred 
of alcohol when i t seems convenient. 
This ambiguity created by adult society 
is confusing for teenagers. There is 
an undeniable curiosity among young 
people. When i t comes to the point 
when students actually are given 
the opportunity to consume alcohol, 
whether i t be at a party or stealing 
some from their parents' liquor cabinet, 
they do. I t is estimated that by grade 
twelve, ninety-one percent of students 
have consumed alcohol at one point or 
another. Furthermore, i t also estimated 
that one third of all high school seniors 
have been intoxicated within the last 
thirty days. Statistics hke these make 
i t less surprising that there are more 
than 3.3 million teen alcoholics in the 
United States. I t is unfair to look at 
these teens distastefully, as they simply 
want to experience the substance they 
see everyone else doing. Fifty-six per-
cent of students between grade five and 
twelve say that advertising encourages 
them to drink. When kids do drink, they 
aren't sure how to treat i t . They know 
i t can be harmful, but how much is 
harmful? How much can k i l l you? What 
are the variables? School has spent 

so long teaching us not to drink, that 
when we do, we wonder how we do i t , 
or how to avoid sierious consequences 
from i t . 

I t is obvious that preaching absti-
nence towards teen drinking hasn't 
produced notable results, or any 
results for that matter. I t is an unreal-
istic and unfair expectation to believe 
that teens wil l never consume alcohol. 
However, by realizing this, these sta-
tistics may be able to change. Perhaps, 
instead of showing how terrible 
alcohol is, schools 
can show a 
realistic 
video. For 
example, 
i t could 
show adults 
enjoying 
themselves at 
a party. Instead 
of preaching 
outright that no one 
should drink, they should 
show the precautions the 
adults take to make sure 
nothing bad occurs. They 
can show how designated 
drivers are assigned, how 
people know when to stop drink-
ing, and how people stop them-
selves from puking their brains out 
or suffering from alcohol poisoning. 
Something as simple as this could 
provide students the information they 
need to understand the dangers and 
responsibihties of drinking, rather 
than information they wil l inevitably 
ignore. 

Almost twenty percent of all traffic 
crashes involving a driver under age 
twenty-one involve alcohol. In 2002, 
more than 70,000 students between 
the ages of eighteen and twenty-four 
were victims of alcohol-related sexual 
assault in the U.S. Twenty-eight per-
cent of suicides by children ages nine 
to fifteen were attributable to alcohol. 
With statistics like these, how can 
you say that educating students more 
could possibly be harmful? 

B Y Jeremy F r a n k 

Staff IVriler 

Alcohol can be enjoyable when used 
responsibly at the appropriate age, 
but far too often i t is used without 
moderation. Drinking is responsible 
for thousands of teenage deaths each 
year, becoming an epidemic all over 
the country. Al l responsible adults do 
their best to keep it from striking their 
children, but somehow i t has found 
its way into the classrooms. In health 
classes, a debate is raging over whether 
"responsible" drinking should be taught 
in school. Teaching students to drink is 
an invitation for disaster. 

Underage drinking is a crime. The 
legal drinking age in our country is 
21, and was set there for good reason. 
Young people are very impressionable. 

They tend to copy 
what they see, 
even i f i t can hurt 

or k i l l them. 
Why is i t that 

Joe Camel can't 
advertise ciga-
rettes next 
to schools? 

I t is simply 
because of 

his impact 
on young, 
impres-
sionable 
minds, 
and 
teaching 
about 
drink-
ing can 
drive 

the wrong 
message into 
those same 
impressionable 

minds. Logi-
cally, i t seems 
counterin-
, tuitive to take 

^potentially 
dangerous 

J o n Seligson 

Schreiber Speaks 
" I f people are going to engage in it anyway, they might as well 

be taught to do so safely." 
-Jessica Aloe, senior 

" I f kids are going to break the law they should do it at 
their own peril, and without the school's support or direction." 

-Turner Mohan, senior 

" I think drinking should be taught in school. It will help 
people know their limit or lack thereof. It would also perhaps 
prevent drunk people from doing silly things." 

-Daniel Marmor, junior 

advertisements off of buses and bi l l -
boards, only to deliver it directly to 
teenagers at school. 

Proponents of teaching "respon-
sible" drinking in schools say that some 
alcohol, when used correctly, can be 
healthy. Preliminary scientific research 
suggests that one glass of red wine can 
be healthy. Obviously, my opponents 
do not live in reality. The average 
high school party does not consist of 
teens sitting around sipping red wine 
over Tburnedo steak with a beamaise 
sauce while discussing fine arts. What 
is most commonly served is beer and 
hard liquor, which have absolutely no 
positive effects on health. There is no 
reason why they should be taught to 
drink i t . 

Different families have differ-
ent views on alcohol. Some families 
may not mind i f their children imbibe 
alcohol, while others may not allow i t . 
There are many arguments that should 
be resolved by a neutral third party, but 
this is not one of them. I f both kinds of 
families have such different views on 
alcohol, why are they letting the school 
decide what their children wi l l be 
taught? This is just another example of 
the fallout that occurs when you tell the 
school to teach something that should 
instead be dealt with at home. 

Not teaching drinking in school is 
also a matter of principle. As previ-
ously stated, underage drinking is 
illegal. By teaching students to drink 
responsibly, the school is condoning 
illegal behavior. Schools simply cannot 
do that. What's the point of learning 
all the laws in social studies and then 
learning to break them in health? I f 
they allow this to happen, what's 
next? Perhaps they'll teach gun safety 
to minors? Why not, seeing as both 
guns and alcohol are responsible for an 
incredibly high number of teen deaths. 

One of the worst things that can 
happen when you drink is drunk driv-
ing. Too many lives have been ruined 
or ended by i t . The school has stated 
this and has held memorials for stu-
dents lost in drunk driving accidents. 
So what are they doing to stop it? The 
best way to prevent drunk driving is 
to not drink. So i t probably isn't a good 
idea to teach driving and drinking 
under the same roof 

So why are some buckling and con-
sidering the idea of responsible drink-
ing to be taught? The most common 
answer is "theyTl probably drink 
anyway, so why not teach them how?" 
What ever happened to standing up for 
your principles? It's almost like they've 
given up all hope of fighting teenage 
drinking. I f you don't want your kids 
to drink, do something to stop them! 
You have to address the issue head-
on. Teaching "responsible" drinking 
certainly won't reduce the number of 
students who drink. Teaching students 
not to drink wil l . I t wi l l be harder, but 
more rewarding. 
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Putting the "Grand" in GOP: the RepubUcans of Schreiber stand strong 
Republican students should not feel intimidated by the many Democrats at Schreiber 

BY David Epstein 

Conrriburing Writer 

They lurk in the shadows of the Sch-
reiber hallways; a minority, despised 
by some. Although many dismiss their 
existence, and some avow that they have 
become extinct from the Schreiber com-
munity, they do still exist. No, I'm not 
talking about our infamous Schreiber 
aliens. They are... REPUBLICANS. 

Believe i t or not, there are Republi-
cans at Schreiber High School. They are 
few in number, but they are a resilient 
breed. Having survived four years of 
Bush-bashing, they recently achieved 
a victory through Bush's re-election. 

Whereas previously, they were ashamed 
of their identity, they no longer harbor 
such insecurities. On November 3, the 
Republicans were very easy to spot; they 
were most likely the only ones who were 
smiling with a leering look that seemed 
to say "Ha-Ha." 

That both New York State and Nassau 
County voted Democratic surprised 
nobody. Kerry won Port Washington 
with about 60% of the vote. However, the 
neighboring town of Manhasset favored 
Bush by a 250 vote margin. Although we 
may be convinced that our surrounding 
area i f hugely Democratic, the statistics 
indicate otherwise. 

There seems to be a plethora of stu-
dent groups in Schreiber with liberal 
inclinations. Although it is not a partisan 

group, the newly commenced 
"Campus Action" club seems to 
support several liberal causes. 
In response to such "left-wing" 
club activity students recently 
proposed a "Moderates Club," 
for those students who are not 
inspired by the same surging 
liberal sentiments. 

Yet Republicans remain the 
minority in our school. I t is not 
news to anyone that a majority 
of the teachers in this school are, 
like the students, Democratic. 
In addition, in the mock election, 
Kerry 'owned' Bush, even though 
a sizable number of students 
voted for Nader. 

The essential question to 
ask is: why are Republi-

cans afraid to speak out 

about their beliefs? I t is true that some 
Repubhcans are quite vocal about their 
beliefs. Still , most non-Democrats are 
quite reserved. This may be attributed 
to two things: First, the overwhelming 
presence of Democrats within our school 
may cause Republicans to feel introverted. 
Second, in today's poUtical chmate, the left 
and the right wings seem diametrically 
opposed. Not only are the Republicans 
numerically beleaguered, but they are 
also beset by totally opposite and hostile 
political views. 

That the Republican students of Sch-
reiber feel so ostracized is an unfortunate 
thing. However, to the Republicans of Sch-
reiber, students and staff alike, take heart, 
you are not alone. There are others out 
there just like you. I f you band together, 
you to can become a major force, maybe 
even rivaling the Democrats (or then 
again, maybe not). 

Many adults accuse teenagers of being 
apathetic to politics, 
not caring 
w h a t 
happens. 
However, 
the emer-
gence of 
political 
p a r t y 
identifi-
cation at 
the high 
school 
l e v e l 
shows 
t h a t 
teenag-

Not only are the 
Republicans numerically 
beleaguered, but they are also 
beset by totally opposite and 
hostile political views. ^ ^ 

ers do care. I t is also a sign of the rift 
between the left and the right in our coun-
try. In the popular vote, George W. Bush 
won by a 3,510,358 vote margin: this is 
evidence of a deeply divided nation. The 
only way for our country, and Schreiber, to 
work together is all persons to get behind 
our President. Even i f you did not vote 
for him, or did not support him. Bush 
is the President of the United States of 
America, not just 51% of i t . 

The day that our generation died...according to P. Diddy 
What was the cause of low voter turnout among youth in the 2004 presidential election? 

BY S a r ah Catanzaro 

Opinions Editor 

Twenty million loud? We stood quiet. 
Vote or die? We died. Choose or Loose? 
We lost. Rock the vote? We remained 
tranquil. When all was said and done, 
only an estimated nine percent of voters 
JFell within the eighteen to twenty-four 
range; less than one in ten young people 
voted. Although more young adults 
voted in the 2004 election than in the 
2000, this percentage is still abysmal. 

These figures seem quite surprising 
when one considers the fact that the 
eighteen to twenty-four demographic 
was the target of massive national and 
local campaigns encouraging voting, 
voter registration drives, political 
speakers, social events and even early 
polling stations on college campus. 
Even entertainers lined up to motivate 
young voters; celebrities like P. Diddy 
and Drew Barrymore courted teenag-
ers while MTV and other media groups 
launched campaigns to get out the vote. 
So why didn't we react? Is our genera-
tion really apathetic that they did not 
respond to such goading. 

Some have claimed that students 
were put off by the extent of bias that 
infiltrated the get-out-the-vote cam-
paigns. They aver that the movement 
did not, in fact, encourage young people 
to vote. Instead, they believe that the 
movement encouraged young people to 
vote for John Kerry. Some claim that 
even P. Diddy's slogan, "vote or die," 
inflamed teenager's fears of the draft, 
linked to President Bush. 

While i t is impossible to deny the 
role that indifference or brazenly dis-
played media bias in low voter turnout, 
one must also examine the crusades to 
induce teenagers to vote. The problem 
with the most recent get-out-the-vote 
drives was that while they did encour-
age young people to vote, they never 
gave offered a reason why. Young 
people were simply told to vote because 
they could. One MTV advertisement 
even proclaimed unabashedly, "Vote 
SUV." Indeed, forty millions dollars 
was spent to tell us to just vote for 
something. Forget America's needs, 
forget the war in Iraq, forget your con-
stitutional freedoms. Just VOTE! 

Such an attitude is not conducive 
to our government. I f people were to 
vote for well...nothing, we would usher 
in a generation of morons who would 
do...nothing to reform our governmen-
tal system (not that that would be too 
different from today). 

The movement to get out the 
vote was insulting. I t assumed that 
young voters were not yet responsible 
enough, or smart enough to be relied 
upon to vote for something which they 
felt passionate about. I t assumed that 
young voters could be purchased with 
gimmicks and catch phrases. There are 
many political issues that wil l affect 
our generation, such as the economy, 
the state of education, social issues, 
and social security. Hopefully, in the 
2008 election, young voters wil l turn 
out to the polls not because Christina 
Aguilera says so, but because they are 
concerned about these issues. 

CITIZEN 
CHANGE 

j i f * • * * B i i . 

ROCK 
THE 
OTE 

Despite their efforts to induce eligible young voters to go to the polls, 
campaigns such as these were unsuccessful because they did not provide 

young people with a reason to vote. 



�� THE SCHREIBER TIMES� � ��� �� � �  WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 24, 2004 

L e t the games begin: ban the ban on card games 
BY Cale Rubenstein 

Contributing Writer 

I t was the first week of school. A 
freshman, with a double lunch and 
nothing to do, brought some cards in to 
play with his friends. He hadn't even 
started shuffling when he was told to 
put them away. I am that freshman. 
Many people know about this policy, 
and agree with i t , but even more ques-
tion i t . Why can't we play cards? The 
policy was enforced in 1960, and is still 
in practice today. The faculty is afraid 
not only of gambling (which you might 
expect), but also of the consequences i t 
may bring. When playing card games, 
even without gambling, people may get 
into fights, some even involving weap-
ons. So the school prohibited cards 
and the policy holds to this day. 

NEWSFLASH: it's 2004! Students 
are more responsible now, and know 
more about the dangers of drugs and 
alcohol. We know how to keep away 
from the dangerous substances, and 
we deserve a second chance. What is 
even more frustrating is that poker, 
blackjack, and other card games are 
being played all the time at Weber. 
How is i t possible that the administra-
tion feels that students at Weber are 
more responsible than the students 
here? 

I can, however, relate to the 
faculty. They have enough to worry 
about. They don't need to sweat about 
whether illegal gambling is going on 
in the school. But having policies that 

don't allow playing sports outside or card 
games inside is ridiculous. I f students 
want to gamble, no pohcy, no matter the 
consequence of breaking that poUcy, wil l 
stop them. 

Most students are smart. They know 
that illegal gambling is wrong, and they 
know not to go crazy i f someone cheats 
in a game. Under constant surveillance 

from cameras and faculty in the cafete-
ria, they know that the chances of not 
getting caught doing something wrong 
are low. However, i t has been over forty 
years since the policy was instated, and 
we clearly deserve another chance to 
prove the rule unnecessary and unfair. 

Young adults, especially in ninth and 
tenth grade, need something to occupy 
their minds. Being prohibited from 
outdoor sports is enough, but not bein^ 
able to do something harmless to pass 
time-like playing cards-is foolish. 

I feel that i t would actually be in 
the faculty's benefit to release the ban 
on playing cards. I f there were cards 
allowed in the cafeteria or in the stu-

dent commons, there would be fewer 
instances of trouble from the entire 
student body. For instance, in Weber, 
there became "unofficial" card groups. 
Students would set up a time and place 
during the lunch hours to be able to 
play cards. They would then sit down, 
play cards, be quiet, and refrain from 
any instances of physical or verbal 
abuse that happened so often at Weber 
Also, card groups are a great way for 
hormone-driven teens to socialize, meet 
new people, gain respect, and settle 
past differences or arguments in a civi-
lized peaceful manner. 

In addition, it must be noted that 
students who do partake in card 
groups are usually very close friends. 
They would never fight, physically or 
verbally, over something as petty as a 
card game. Most of the students who 
have fought in or after a card game had 
tensions so high with each other that a 
fight would have broken out inevitably. 

Now, i f at any time a violent 
situation did occur as a result of card 
playing, many would agree with me 
that we had our chance and that we 
blew i t . But i t won't. Students in 
the twenty-first century are more 
accustomed to student pressure than 
students in 1960, and are quicker to 
notice when something is taking a 
turn for the worst. So should things 
get out of control now, they would have 
the foresight to leave or end the ri ft . 
Frankly, faculty members have been 
very worried about violent card games 
for forty years, and they need to cool 
down, relax, and give us another shot. 

Schreiber Ethics 

Not Q U i t e ne-Lusy/SfortYxy 
How Canada has become the true north, strong and free 

BY Jeremy Frank 
Staff Writer 

As it turns out, Satan is good for 
his word. After mysterious, cloaked fig-
ures, referred to as the GOP, forfeited 
their already-blackened souls to the 
Prince of Darkness in a gothic cer-
emony involving the drinking of blood, 
Greorge Walker Bush was re- elected 
to a second term as president. 
So, how has this affected 
Americans? Here in the 
north (or as the southerners 
call i t , "the land of books 
and oral hygiene") we've 
been coping in a couple of 
different ways. 

With a little paint 
and an Extreme 
Makeover©, a Y2K 
shelter can easily be 
converted into a W2K4 
shelter Don't have a 
Y2K shelter? You aren't 
alone. Lots of people are 
kicking themselves for 
not listening to the media 
hype of Y2K...and then 
kicking themselves for even 
thinking about listening to 
the media. But fear not. To 
protect yourself and your 
family from a nation / 
run by Bush, all you 
need is a shovel. 
Extensive geologi-
cal research shows 
a layer of Earth 
roughly 5200 km 
below the crust 

that is almost completely uninhabited 
by the Christian right. Further research 
suggests that the chance of catastrophic 
danger associated with living in New 
York City under George W. Bush is 
3.072% higher than living in the boiling 
hot liquid iron and sulfur core of the 
Earth. 

I f living like some sort of Democratic 
mole-person isn't your thing, you could 

do what a lot of other Americans are 
doing: moving to Canada. Accord-
ing to Reuters, the number of U.S. 
citizens visiting the Canadian 
government's immigration web-

site has sextupled (I know it's a funny 
word, but i t means 6 times). "When we 
looked at the first day after the election, 
November 3, our web site hit a new high, 
almost double the previous record high," 
said Canadian Immigration Ministry 
spokesperson Maria ladinardi. Now, this 
doesn't mean that everyone is going to 
pack up and move to the clean, natural, 
wide-open spaces of glorious Canada. I t 
just means they looked at the website. 
You have to keep in mind that the immi-
gration process is more complex than 
just visiting a website. There is all sorts 
of paperwork to fill out. 

But do the Canadians want us? I ask 
you, what's not to like? I remember the 
other day my brother and I were 
hunting endangered bald eagles 
(with guns we purchased 
illegally at a gun show 
without a back-

ground check) 
and I 

couldn't see the eagle through the thick 
smog, so I just fired my gun and hit my 
brother in the leg. We just laughed and 
laughed because we love violence! As 
this real-life piece of anecdotal evidence 
shows, there is not one single quality 
we Americans possess that is not desir-
able. Luckily, the Canadians are not 
intimidated by our...greatness. Canada 
has a population just shy of 32 milhon. 
That is less than the population of the 
state of California. Canada is tired of 
being lonely, and we Americans are 
their escort service. There is validity 
and terrible, terrible imagery in my 
statements. While we in America are 
beginning to feej crowded, Canada is 
one of the few nations that encourages 
immigration. Why shouldn't they, they 
have more than enough room. Canada 
is hoping to attract 220,000 to 240,000 
immigrants next year, the rough 
equivalent of two or three full Phish 
concerts. 

Many are still learning how to cope 
with another four years of George W. 
Bush. There are two very feasible alter-
natives to this bleak future. I f you don't 
mind a little dirt under your nails, 
you could burrow deep into the center 

of the earth. Anyone who says you 
can't solve a problem by hiding in 

a hole is a liar. The other option is 
to follow the crowd and move to 

Canada. Whatever you choose, 
I don't care because I was 

smart enough to build 
a W2K4 shelter and 

you weren't. 

B Y Sarah Catanzaro 
Opinions Edit&r 

Can I take the t e s t 
tOTiorrow? 

On Thursday, your history teacher 
tells you that there is going to be a test 
the following Monday. Everyone is a 
bit stressed out because they also have 
an English paper, Physics assignment, 
math problem set, music recording, 
Spanish essay, and a slew of other work 
due that same day. Do you a) study 
arduously over the upcoming week-
end, memorizing the dates of civil war 
battles, examining abolitionist litera-
ture of the time, and reviewing key 
figures of American government or b) 
sleep/watch tv/hang out with friends/go 
shopping...why would you study when 
you can just play hooky on Monday and 
take the test next Friday? 

Unfortunately, several students 
at Schreiber believe that option b is 
a choice that they may select. While 
many teachers ask their students to 
make up their test i f they are absent 
the day after it is administered, several 
students choose to disregard their 
entreaties. In some incidents, I have 
heard of students taking a test a full 
week after i t is given. Why not, you 
ask, the more time to study, the better 
for you, right? Well, I believe that 
this late test-taking is one of the most 
heinous violations of the unwritten high 
school ethical code, and let me offer you 
a few reasons why. 

Let's start off with the obvious, 
something that test-taking offenders 
often try to ignore: when you take a 
test several days after the date of its 
administration, you are giving yourself 
an unfair advantage over the rest of 
your classmates. Some poor classmates 
wil l utilize this extra time to cheat, 
asking other students what questions 
appeared on the test or seeking to 
benefit in other ways. Others are just 
hypocrites; they believe that cheating 
is morally wrong, but see no problem 
in delajdng their completion of the 
test for few days. Either way, taking 
a test ten days after everybody else is, 
to put i t in Schreiberian rhetoic, just 
not cool. Moreover, you jeopardize your 
own grade when you don't take the 
test. Now let me clue you in to a bit of 
knowledge...when you don't show up for 
a test, that pisses teachers off. When 
your teacher is deciding whether or not 
your 94.5 translates to an A or A+, they 
might be more inclined towards the 
former than the latter. 

Sadly, the students wil l never 
reform their slacker ways. Thus, teach-
ers are compelled to resort to other 
practices. I f a teacher chooses to give 
you a zero for missing a test and then 
refusing to take i t for days on end, 
that is legitimate (no, it's not "sooooo 
unfair.") Other methods, such as those 
exercised by physics teacher Mr. Thorn 
Johnson, are also effective. Mr. John-
son grants extra points to all students 
on a test i f there is full attendance on 
the day of the exam. According to Mr. 
Johnson's students, this works. Senior 
Zach Levine avers that "one policy that 
has proved to be quite helpfiil has been 
implemented by Mr. Johnson. It's 
really beneficial to all of his students!" 

Slackers wil l be slackers and cheat-
ers wil l be cheaters and until they 
reform, frustrated students wi l l con-

i tinue to write articles about them. 
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Fashion patterns of middle school girls: Over-exposed 
Examining our impact on the fashion trends of our younger peers 

BY Melinda Salaman 

Staff Writer 

Approaching their teenage years, 
pre-teens are stuck in a difficult situa-
tion. In this stage of their lives, pre-
teens are trying to find out who they 
are. They want to be like adults, but 
they don't want the nitty-gritty part of 
that world. Pre-teens also want to enjoy 
the better parts of childhood. They want 
to be pampered, do minimal work, and 
be able to win their parents over with a 
somersault and a smile. But, unfortu-
nately, these adolescents can't have the 
best of both worlds. They are no longer 
children, but they are certainly not 
adults. A couple of years of life experi-
ence wil l take them to the next stage, 
but they are definitely not there yet. 
Then why is the middle-school crowd 
being reprimanded because of the way 
they dress? Because they, like most stu-
dents in America, are taking provoca-
tive adult wear too far. 

I t seems that as time progresses, 
the age at which kids start becoming 
"fashionably aware" gets younger and 
younger. I t is not right that young Mds, 
including pre-teens, can tell the differ-
ence between labels and imitations. It's 
not right that they know what clothes 
they should wear in order to fit in with 
their peers. I f they begin to make these 
distinctions at such a young age, then 
they're losing out on so much of their 
childhood - the simple days when they 
wore something because they wanted 
to, when they really didn't care what 
people thought, and when they did 

things just to please themselves. 
But where are the students getting 

this idea that skin-bearing fashion is 
in? From their older peers, and that's 
us. In high school, with a few limita-
tions, we can dress the way we feel. 
But when we feel like 
wearing belly-bearing 
shirts and boxer-expoi 
ing pants, the middle 
school kids take 
notice. With their goa, 
of being an adult, 
they imitate 
they see as a 
cool "adult" 
role model. 
So when 
high school 
girls' 
thongs are 
shame-
lessly 
stick-
ing out 
of their 
pants, 
you can 
be sure 
that a 
middle 
school 
girl 
thinks 
that this 
is okay 
and 
doesn't 
feel as 
embar-
rassed 

when her own underwear sticks out of 
her pants. I t is important to realize that 
the middle school kids see high school-
ers as role models. The way we carry 
ourselves makes a huge impression on 
the way middle schoolers act. 

So why does the school adminis-
tration constantly remind us of what 
is appropriate for school and what is 
not? Because they realize what most 
of us don't. They realize that the way 
students dress is the image that they 
are portraying to the world, not just 
their peers. When you wear a mini 

skirt, you're not just sending sexual 
messages to the guys in school, but 
you're also sending sexual messages 

to the guy at the pizza shop, at the 
pMjst office, driving by in a car, at 

the mall... Same with the boys. 
When you wear 

a shirt that 
says "I'm 
Easy" you're 
not just tell-
ing that to the 
girls in your 
class. You're 
telling that 
to the lady at 
the bank, the 
lady at the 
pet shop, the 
lady driving 
by in her car, 
the lady at 
the nursing 
home... 

The school 
administra-
tion isn't 

The school simply 
wants to make sure that when 
we are portraying images of 
ourselves through out cloth-
ing, that we send a respect-
able one. ^ ^ 

deliberately trying to offend us by 
letting us know what is appropriate 
and what is not, and by punishing us 
when our school attire is inappropriate. 
The school simply wants to make sure 
that when we are portraying images 
of ourselves through our clothing, that 
we send a respectable message. You are 
free to portray yourself any way you 
want, but make sure that you know 
which image you're sending. Because 
not only do the people in your classes 
see you, but so do the kids at Weber, 
the students on the elementary school 
bus, and the people on the street. 

I t is extremely important that we, 
as role models to younger generations, 
send positive messages of teenag-
ers. As senior Denise Carlin averred, 
"Britn»y Spears and Christina Agu-
ilera are not projecting positive body 
images to younger girls. I t is up to us." 
The way we dress now is probably the 
way younger kids are going to dress in 
their youth because they want to grow 
up faster than they are expected to. 
Instead of wearing your "showing more 
is sexy" outfit, wear your "I'm wearing 
clothes that make me look good without 
offending the people around me" outfit. 

EDITORIALS 
Anti-gang legislation is a positive measure toward curbing gang violence 

Since the brutal kil l ing of two gang 
associates in October, the issue of gang 
violence has come to the forefront of 
the political arena. On Long Island, 
the proliferation of gangs is becoming 
an increasingly dire issue, while in 
New York City, gang violence has been 
severely curtailed. No one can deny 
gangs are assuming more and more 
of a presence in our area. Because of 
this, action is necessary. One important 
weapon in the fight against gangs is a 
4-year-old piece of anti-gang legislation 
that is once again being removed from 
judicial limbo and placed in the spot-
light. 

Although this bill first introduced 
in June 2000 is being stalled by opposi-
tion legislators according to Republican 
State Sens. Michael Balboni, Charles 
Fuschillo, Kemp Hannon and Carl 
Marcellino, this legislation would be 
an effective device for combating gang 
violence. This legislation would make i t 
a felony for someone to recruit a yoxmg 
person into a gang on school grounds. 
Senator Balboni also asked the state to 
participate in a national computer gang-
tracking system known as "GangNet" 
which catalogs suspected gang members 
and their alleged crimes. 

This legislation would provide 
law enforcement officers with the 

mechanisms they need to reduce gang 
violence. Increased gang membership 
on Long Island has necessitated the 
implementation of tougher measures. 
In addition to providing a stringent 
legal framework within which to 
address gangs, this law highlights a 
problem that has been long ignored. 

Critics of this legislation have 
suggested that this law could lead to 
an increase in the number of people 
who are illegitimately tagged as gang 
members. While this criticism is well 
grounded, standing by while many 
are murdered, is not an alternative. 
In addition, law enforcement officers 
aver that they can distinguish between 
a gang member and a social club 
member. Thomas R. Willdigg, president 
of the Nassau County Police Detectives 
Association, said at the news confer-
ence, "You're either a gang member or 
you're not a gang member." 

Others, like Serrgio Argueta, presi-
dent and founder of STRONG Youth 
Inc., a Hempstead nonprofit organiza-
tion that seeks to reduce gang violence 
and provide alternatives to youths, 
said Balboni's renewed interest in an 
old bill is motivated by his desire to 
capitalize on what has become a high-
profile issue. Argueta visited Schreiber 
last year to discourage gang involv-

ment. Thus, i t comes as a surprise that 
he opposed this legislation. 

Reatha Bostic of Freeport, whose 
14-year-old son, Jose White, was 
murdered by gangs in November 2001, 
confirmed the problem posed by gang 

violence while at a press conference. 
She claimed that, " I t hurts. I still wake 
up every morning with the same thing." 
Legislatiors must take some action to 
stop gang violence. This revived piece of 
legislation is a step toward this end. 

ITimes Policv S t a t e m e n t 

The Schreiber Times' primary purpose is 
to inform its readers of events, issues, and 
ideas affecting Schreiber High School. The 
Times also serves as an open forum in which 
members of the Schreiber community may 
express their ideas and opinions. 

The Times will report all news accu-
rately, honestly, and fairly. We will not give 
preference to any group or individual. We 
will respect the rights of all information 
sources and any errors will be corrected 
promptly. 

We will print submitted materials on 
the basis of their quality and significance 
as determined by the editors of this 
publication. The editors reserve the right 
to print, refuse to print, or return any 
submitted materials. The editors also 
reserve the right to edit any submitted 
articles. 

We will print letters to the editors i f 
judged to be of sufficient quality and impor-
tance on a space-available basis. We will 

not print letters that are obscene, hbel-
ous, or contain unfounded charges. The 
Times reserves the right to shorten letters i f 
doing so does not sdter their meaning, and to 
choose a representative letter from a group 
of related ones. Letters do not necessarily 
reflect the opinions of the editors. We will 
not print any anonymous letters. 

Editorials printed in this pubhcation 
reflect the opinion of the majority of the 
editors. I f the situation warrants, minority 
editorials will be pubUshed. Editorials do 
not represent the views of the Port Wash-
ington Union Free School District. 

We will not publish advertisements i f 
they are deemed libelous, obscene or likely 
to incite criminal activity. Prices of adver-
tisements are standard and price schedules 
are available upon request. Advertisements 
do not necessarily represent the views of 
The Times. 

We will establish new poUcies i f the 
need arises. Until such a point occurs. 
The Times will follow the policy described 
in this space as well as the guideUnes of 
conmion sense and reason. 
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Math, science, engineering, and gender 
Senior examines trends at Schreiber and beyond 

By�� �������� ����

Features Editor 

One of the biggest stereotypes in 
academia is that men are better at math 
and science than women. Scientific stud-
ies have confirmed that males tend to 
have better quantitative reasoning 
skills than females, who tend to have 
better verbal skills. Men have histori-
cally been more involved in the areas 
of mathematics, science, and engineer-
ing than women have. Over the past few 
decades, this trend has been reversed to an 
extent, thanks to the effort of educational 
institutions and activists. 

High schools and colleges play an 
important role in shaping an individu-
al's academic and occupational goals. 
Often, the classes one takes and the 
teachers one has as a teenager greatly 
influence what he or she wants to do with 
his or her life. Students at Schreiber 
represent a microcosm of gender-related 
academic preferences. Young people are 
also an important force because they 

are usually near equal. In technology-
oriented courses, such as the architecture 
sequence and the single engineering class 
offered, the number of boys tends to out-
weigh the number of girls. While boys are 
likely to choose technology classes as their 
electives. girls lean 

tomorrow's workforce. 
reflect changing demographic trends in 

The variety of mathematics, md-
ence, engineering, and technology 
classes available at Schreiber gives 
students an excellent introduction to 
and foundation for further work in these 
areas. Most people believe that male and 
female students take equal advantage of 
such opportunities. I f you look at the girl-
to-boy ratio in advanced or honors courses 
in mathematics and science, the numbers 

music. more toward art and 
The research programs available to 

qualifying students exemplify students' 
academic interests as a function of gender. 
In the senior research classes, six of the 

eight students in Social Science Research 
are girls, three of the eight students in 
Science Research are girls, and two of the 
seven students in Mathematics Research 
are girls. While girls might lean toward 
humanities and social sciences, boys lean 
toward math, physical science, and com-
puter science. 

Statistics from the National 
^ ^ ^ i J Science Foundation support this 

^ T ^ * trend. While over seventy percent 
t of psychology graduate students are 

females, less than twenty percent of 
engineering graduate students are. In 
the biology subgroup, a httle over half 
(fifty-four percent) of all graduate stu-
dents are women. About forty percent 
of all science and engineering graduate 
students (including the social sciences) 
are women. While there are currently 
about 428,000 male science and engi-

, \ ^ neering doctorate holders, there are 
k \ J[% only about 147,000 females. Over the 

%̂  past ten years, the number of women 
in science fields has increased by 
almost ten percentage points. 

^ I ^ P » I X Physics teacher Mr. Thom John-
<jff1V son believes that the current stereo-

typed tendencies regarding gender and 
science are mainly due to word-of-mouth 
commimication. For instance, i f a girl 
tells her friend that she is the only girl 
in her engineering class, then her other 
friends might be intimidated from taking 
the class. 

Mr. Johnson, a former engineering 
major, said that his homogeneous group 
of peers was one reason he switched his 
interest to physics. 

Senior Zachary Levin, a student in 
AP Physics, AP Calculus BC, and Math-
ematics Research says, " I find that 
females are rarely able to challenge me 
in my math and science courses. They 
just can't match my superior intellect in 
these disciplines." 

Mr. Johnson, upon hearing these com-
ments, responded, "As usual, I disagree 
with what Zach says. Some years, the 
strongest student in my AP Physics class 
is a boy, and some years, it's a girl ." He 
feels that the composition ofhis advanced 
physics classes is split about half and 
half. 

Senior Danielle Bourguet, who also 
takes advanced science and mathematics 
courses, and does extracurricular physics 
research at Stony Brook University, com-
mented, " I think that the numbers are 
evening out. Women are just as capable 
as men in these disciplines." 

Mathematics teacher Ms. Geri Ganze-
kaufer, agrees with Bourguet, and said, 
"Not as many women are interested i n 
math and engineering as men." She 
added that generally, there have been 
more male students than females in the 
advanced and honors math classes she 
has taught. However, she noted that this 
is due to interest, and not ability. 

" I have seen a rise in programs aimed 
at getting women more involved in thess 
fields," explained Ms. Ganzekaufer. 
Though she respects such programs, 
she believes that "women shouldn't be 
pushed into math and science." Rather, 
they should follow their interests, what-
ever they may be. 

Allaying fears about Bush 
By�������������� �������

Contributing Wnter 

November 3, 2004 - I walked into a 
classroom full of mourning Americans 
with long faces and sad eyes. Halfway 
through the period and well into her lec-
ture, the teacher paused and looked at the 
students sitting before her and asked, "Do 
you think we really are a united nation?" 
Each student shook his or her head, no. 

After the 2004 election, an emotionally 
charged time in the United States, the 
country was left torn apart. New York-
ers constantly ridiculed their mid-western 
and southern counterparts for once again 
voting Republican and placing Bush in the 
Oval Office, l b add to their disappoint-
ment, the Republicans gained a majority 
in the Senate. 

Derogatory comments have stemmed 
from issues concerning Bush's proposal 
to ban same-sex marriage and his stance 
on other policies. Several feel that this 
request is unjust and they fear that Bush 
wil l actually accomplish his objective due 
to the current RepubUcan majority. How-
ever, the likelihood ofBush finding success 
with his policies on sensitive subjects such 
as gay marriage is very slim. He would 
need the approval of three fourths of the 
states. States may decide whether or not 
to permit same-sex civil unions. 

Abortion has become another major 
issue because of President Bush's disap-
proval of abortions and desire to appoint 
Supreme Court justices who would sup-
port his beliefs. However, there is a good 
chance that he will not succeed at appoint-
ing such justices. His appointments must 

receive two-thirds of Congressional votes 
for approval. Although Republicans have 
the majority in the Senate, they do not 
have two-thirds of the body. Addition-
ally, some Republicans do not agree with 
President Bush and his stance on such 
issues as gay marriage and abortions. 
Senator Arlen Specter, a Republican 
from Pennsylvania who is most likely to 
head the Senate Judiciary Committee, 
is doubtful that President Bush wi l l be 
able to carry out his proposed policies. 
He commented, "President Bush would 
have a hard time winning confirmation of 
any Supreme Court nominees who would 
overturn Roe vs. Wade." Senator Specter 
is a moderate Republican who supports 
policies that would benefit minorities and 
women, two groups rarely associated with 
Republicans. 

President Bush said he would like to 
reach out to Democrats on several issues. 
He wants to prioritize pulling troops out 
of Iraq despite the attack on Fallujah, and 
would also like to improve the quahty of 
inner city schools. 

While several students feel outraged 
by President Bush's re-election, and dis-
agree with his policies and past actions, 
we must look towards a brighter future. 
We should respect the opinions of our 
peers and the sacred system of democ-
racy that allowed Americans to choose 
who would run their country for the next 
four years. We must realize the realities 
of President Bush's proposals as well and 
recognize the system of checks and bal-
ances that wi l l prevent the government 
from carrying out all of Bush's proposed 
conservative policies. 

���������������������������������� � M i i k * - A Wutid ol D i l T t T t n i c p . 

•Jiverse c o m m u n i t y of i t u c f 
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Sousa gives reason for pride in Port 
Composer is acclaimed as one of Port s most noteworthy citizens 

Bv Andrew Gross 

Features Editor 

Do you know who John Philip Sousa 
was? Chances are, even i f you do, you are 
not fiilly aware of the incredible magni-
tude of his accomplishments. Sousa is 
arguably the greatest and most prolific 

This rise to world-
fame and glory has rarely 
been equaled, and in 
many ways established 
the United States' musi-
cal credibility. ^ ^ 

march composer ever. His most famous 
songs are recognized all over the world, 
praised for their simple yet brilliant 
melodies and harmonies. Sousa, who 
would have turned 150 on November 6, 
actually Uvedon the shores of Sands Point 
for more than fifteen years, until his death 
in 1932. Probably one of the most praised 
Port Washingtonians since the town's 
founding, Sousa is not as well-known in 
our town as he deserves to be. 

Sousa was bom in 1854. He first 
became interested in music when he 
was oiily seven; little did he know he 
would go on to compose hundreds of 
world-renowned works in his lifetime. 
Sousa spent several years as an appren-
tice to the United States Marine Corps 
Band, £md later returned as a conductor. 
Within fifteen years of this^ point, Sousa 
had established his own band, which he 
conditioned into one of the best bands in 
the world. This marching band repre-
sented our nation in 1900 at the Paris 
Exposition, one of the most prestigious 
venues in Europe. 

This rise to world-fame and glory has 
rarely been equaled, and in many ways 
established the United States' musical 
credibility. Unti l this point in history, 
the United States, a young nation, had 
produced Uttle art or music. Most great 
music of the nineteenth century came from 
Europe; now the United States was power-
ful in its own right - the leading producer 
of marching hand music. Our country 
would go on to become one of the leading 
music-producing nations, even creating 
new and revolutionary music forms, most 
notably jazz. Yet this rise to musical pro-
ficiency can in many ways be traced back 
to one man: John Philip Sousa. 

Perhaps Sousa's most famous song is 
"Stars and Stripes Forever" Even i f the 

Amanda's Fashion File 
BY Amanda Schiff 

Contributlrtg Writer 

Have you ever wondered why people 
pick the clothes that they do? Everyone 
has a different sense of style and a com-
pletely unique reason for wearing what 
they wear. I decided to ask some Schreiber 
students about their wardrobes and what 
they think about their clothes. 

Every teenager generally has a favorite 
store—a place where they know they wil l 
find something cool. When I asked junior 
Christine Imperatore what her favorite 
store is, she said, "H&M is my mothership 

Andrew Mortinolich 

and American Eagle is another great store 
for jeans." Junior Jose de la Rosa listed, 
"AX, Foot Locker, HoUister, and Urban 
Outfitters." Pac Sun and American Eagle 
are favorites of freshman Matt Weintraub. 
Some other favorites that seemed to be 
popular were National Jean Co. and 
Bonnie's Jeans. In addition to revealing 
their favorite stores, people also told me 

name doesn't ring a bell, you would 
definitely recognize i t i f you heard i t ; 
i t is one of the most recognizable Ameri-
can songs ever. Sousa was inspired to 
compose this song while on vacation 
with his wife in 1896. He had 
just received word that the 
manager of the Sousa 
Band, David Blakely, 
had died. As Sousa 
recalled, " . . . I was 
pacing on the deck, 
absorbed in thoughts 
of my manager's 
death... Suddenly, 
I began to sense 
a rhythmic beat 
of a band play-
ing w i t h i n my 
brain. Through-
out the whole 
tense voyage, that 
imaginary band 
continued to unfold 
the shame themes, 
echoing and re-echo-
ing the most distinct 
melody...When we 
reached shore, I set 
down the measures that my 
brain-band had been playing 
for me, and not a note of i t has 
ever changed." 

I f this is the first time that you've 
actually taken the time to consider the 
life of John Philip Sousa, then hopefully 
you wil l understand the greatness that 
he brought to our town. 

their favorite article of clothing. Jeans 
are definitely the most popular out of the 
people that I asked. Jeans were the favor-
ite of de la Rosa, freshmen Willa Jones, 
Jessica Liss, Weintraub and Samantha 
Wolf. They all remarked that jeans are 
comfortable and they go with anything. 
They can be dressed up or down, and can 
be a very versatile part of your wardrobe. 
Comfort is definitely important when i t 
comes to clothes and the old saying "beauty 
is pain" has been overruled in Schreiber 
High School. Other people chose outfits 
based on how they make them feel. 
Miniskirts are the favorites of Christine 
Imperatore: "They come in handy when 
I'm feeling flirty." 

After learning about the styles and 
opinions of each of these students, I also 
learned about their shopping habits. 
Some people go shopping because they 
need something specific, but other people 
just go and pick out random things because 
they catch their eye. Imperatore said she 
picks clothes based on their "funky pat-
terns and colors." De la Rosa explained 
that, " I f I go to a store and see something 
cool, I ' l l get i t . " Jones said that how well 
clothes fit is an important part of why 
she chooses them. Other people answered 
similarly. 

Fashion is the most fun when you have 
an open mind. I t is always changing, and 
new styles are constantly showdng up on 
the runways and in stores everywhere. 
Although you might hate something on 
the hanger, and think i t wi l l look ter-
rible on, you have to try i t on to really 
see. Sometimes, something wil l fit you 
so well that you buy i t solely because i t 
makes you look good. Fit, color, style, 
and texture are all important aspects of 
fashion. Combine all of your favorites to 
make the perfect outfit. 

u(.ilau8§n; 

sCî n 
Sleep: The 
Serious Side 

BY C u i u s E m r e 

Assistant Features Editor 

Before an important exam, some 
students make an effort to go to sleep 
early, while others do not think that the 
amount of sleep that they get has any 
bearing on their school performance. I f 
you are part of the latter group, you should 
definitely reconsider your point of view. 
Have you ever heard the phrase, "sleep 
on it?" This implies mulling over an idea 
or suggestion, and actually working on 
or solving the problem while sleeping. 
Recent studies have shown that sleeping 
is an excellent opportunity to discover 
the solution to a problem or to think up 
a creative idea. 

An experiment in Germany was con-
ducted on a few groups of students, and 
their ability to learn two rules needed 
to convert a group of eight numbers into 
another group of eight numbers. How-
ever, there was a "hidden rule" which 
would enable the subjects to convert the 
numbers in one simple step as opposed to 
two. The groups ofstudents were tested 
right after they learned the two rules and 
then again eight hoiu-s after the first test. 
Out of the groups that were allowed to 
sleep during the eight-hour period, sixty 
percent of the students discovered the 
hidden rule, whereas only twenty-two 
percent of the students who did not sleep 
figured out the rule. This experiment 

suggests that new 
ideas and interpreta-
tions can arise while 
one sleeps. The New 
York Times stated that 
"Scientists know that 
explicit memory tasks 
are usually associated 
with deep stages of 
sleep. But anecdotal 
evidence suggests 
that insight is gleaned 
from dreams, which 
occur in the rapid eye 
movement, or REM, 
stage of sleep." 

This study forces 
us to re-evaluate how 
we, as students, feel 
about sleeping. Many 
of us surrender hours of sleep to fit extra-
curricular activities and homework into 
our schedules. Occasionally, some stu-
dents even give up on sleeping altogether 
by pulling "all-nighters." However, these 
attempts at finishin'^ work might be in 
vain i f lack of sleep prr 'bits us from gain-
ing more understandii ̂  of the material 
we learn in class and this ultimately hurts 
our averages that we work so hard to pre-
serve . Remember that on the night before 
a test, you should always try to get as much 
sleep as possible: so make sure you plan 
ahead! Instead of procrastinating and 
waiting until the very last night to write 
your paper, try to spread out the research, 
planning, and writing of the assignment. 
That way, i f you have a quiz or test the 
next day, you wil l be able to perform to 
your fullest capabilities. 





This year's Halloween celebration took place on October 29. Student Council handed out lollipops and took 
photographs of students who were dressed up. Photos clockwise from top left: junior Dan Marmor forgot to 
wear his shirt to school...or maybe he's masquerading as a surfer; juniors Tiffany Ledner, Carrie Raymond, 
Erin Johns, and Liz Brot rock and roll all night in Schreiber rock city; senior Alison Bromberg bears her claws 
and channels the power of Wolverine and the superheroes of the movie X-Men 2; junior Kevin Bain ponders 
what his costume is, we're trying to figure it out also; freshman Stephanie Seeman comes from the sea (she's 
a lobster); freshman Tim O'Hanlon is a cross between a ninja and a cop; Peter Parker saves Schreiber, but re-
mains anonymous like his big-screen counterpart; Biology teacher Ms. Maria Ezratty terrifies III students with 
her nurse costume; Ms. Marilyn Wick brings back childhood memories as Raggedy Ann; seniors Polina Dol-
ganovskaya, Anna Arisbekova, and Diana Weinstein "float like butterflies, sting like bees"; Laa-laa, also known 
as sophomore Ariel Malekan, skips down the hall, missing his green buddy, Emily Mottahedeh; Lauren Dubin, 
Annie Bett, Jessica Weitzman, Jackie Levy, and Joelle Raymond have a yabba-dabba-doo time with Captain 

Underpants. 

^mmm 
Photos by Student Council, Tiffany Ledner, and Matt Siegel 
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Death penalty debate arises in light of Peterson case 
Sophomore discusses the cases and reforms which shaped capital punishment 

BY Cuius Emre 
Assistant Features Editor 

"The defendant did commit a felony, 
murder, violation of section 182 of Cali-
fornia Penal Code, in that the defendant 
did willfully, unlawfully and feloniously 
and with malice aforethought murder Laci 
Denise Peterson, a human being.This 
statement along with another naming 
the defendant guilty of murdering Connor 
Peterson, a fetus, was read by the jurors in 
the highly pubUcized Scott Peterson case 

^Death penalty 
laws have been in 
place ever since 
Hammurabi's reign 
in ancient Babylon 
in the eighteenth 
century B.C. 

in which Peterson was convicted of first 
degree murder of his wife, Laci, and of 
murder in the second degree of his unborn 
son, Connor. The next step in this tr ial is 
going to begin on November 30, when the 
same jury that convicted Peterson wi l l 
begin to consider his punishment. This 
could very well be capital punishment, or 
the death penalty. 

Death penalty laws have been in 
place ever since Hammurabi's reign in 
ancient Babylon in the eighteenth 
century B.C. , when people were 
sentanced to death according to 
a written code. However, such 
laws did not come to America 
until the thirteen original 
colonies were established 
in the 1600s, and even 
then the laws regarding 
the death penalty were 
different from colony to 
colony. Much later on, the 
legislators began reform-
ing the death penalty. 
In 1834, Pennsylvania 
declared that i t would 
no longer carry out 
pubhc executions, but 
rather conduct them in 
private facilities. Then, 
in 1846, the state of 
Michigan decided that 
the only crime punish-
able by the death pen-
alty would be treason. 
Furthermore, Rhode 
Island and Wisconsin 
abolished the death 
penalty completely. 
By 1963, almost every 
mandatory death pen-
alty law in the United 
States had been abolished, 
and discretionary death penalty 
laws had taken their place. In the late 
1800s, new execution methods emerged: 
the electric chair was built in New York 

in 1888. 
By the 1900s the debate of 

the death penalty was raging. 
From 1907 to 1917, six states 

outlawed the death penalty, 
only to reinstate i t in 1920 

when threats of socialists 
r is ing to power were 
looming on the horizon. 
Then in 1924, the state 
of Nevada became the 
first to use cyanide gas 
and a gas chamber to k i l l 
convicted prisoners. In 
the 1930s the use of the 
death penalty reached 

•a record high, but then 
declined and reached 
a record low i n the 
1960s. By this time, the 
constitutionality of the 
death penalty was being 
challenged even though 
many believed that sev-
eral amendments in the 
Constitution supported 
it (the fifth, eighth and 
fourteenth). In 1958, the 
case Trop v. Diilles made 
the Supreme Court 
question the legitimacy 
of capital punishment 
and caused the courts 
to make laws concern-
ing the death penalty 

more specified. 
The landmark case in the 

evolution of capital punishment is 
known as Furman v. Georgia (which really 

involves three cases from 1972). The effect 
of these cases led the Supreme Court to 
suspend the death penalty on June 29, 
1972, because they believed that leaving 
the sentencing up to the jury could lead to 
unfair and extreme pimishments, namely 
the death penalty. This meant that each 
state had to re-write their death penalty 
statutes to deal with the "unconstitution-
ality" of previous death penalty laws. 
These new laws included introducing 
guidelines concerning when the death 
penalty is appropriate and also changes 
in how trials are conducted (which we can 
see in the Peterson case; the trial and 
sentencing are done separately). 

In later years, new laws were passed 
regarding the death penalty in special 
cases. One such law passed in 1977 
stated that i f an adult woman has been 
raped, then her attacker is not subject 
to the death penalty unless the woman 
was killed. Then in 1986, the execution of 
insane people was banned, and later on 
in 1988, the execution of people fifteen 
and under was declared imconstitutional. 
In 1989, as the result of the case Penry 
V . Lynaugh the execution of mentally 
retarded prisoners was deemed accept-
able, but this law was later revoked in 
2002. 

I t is obvious to see that the death 
penalty has been subject to scrutiny ever 
since i t was instated, and wil l continue to 
be challenged from case to case. We can 
be sure that America wil l enter another 
period of controversy over capital punish-
ment as the sentencing for the Peterson 
trial begins. 

Schreiber Toonz 
This was\ 

a great 
idea to 

come out 
to the city 

for the 
Thanksgiving 

day parade! 

©pi 

Someday, that'll be a giant, 
inflated effigy of me floating up 
there! 

Ha, ha . ha! Man, that is the 

dumbest thing you ve saidJately' 

You're just jealous that I thought 

of it first! 

��
Ignorance is bliss. The End 

This episode is dedicai-
to the memory of 

the Jive Hand-Turke^ 
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Pixar's computer graphic techniques revolutionize animated films 

Latest blockbuster The Incredibles lives up to Pixar's incredible repertoire 
BY Sarah Silvergleid 

AAE Editor 

Pixar is revolutionizing the movie-
making process. In this age, when 
computer graphics are almost always a 
major aspect of feature films, Pixar has 
been racking in millions of dollars with 
new graphics technologies. This company 
is responsible for some recent children's 
blockbusters like Thy Story, A Bug's Life, 
and the more recent Finding Nemo. 
Other companies, such as Dreamworks 
and Warner Bros., responded to this vast 
success with their own films, such as Shrek, 
A Shark Tale, and the newly released The 
Polar Express. Pixar and Disney have col-
laborated to bring the public its latest cre-
ation. The Incredibles, the first PG movie 
of its type to hit theaters. 

The birth of this new type 
movie came 
w i t h 
Pixar's 
19 9 5 
release 
of Toy 
Story. Instead' 
of the typical two-dimen-
sional creation process used 
in most animated films, Tby Story u t i -
lized a 3-D effect to bring toys to life. 
Essentially, Tby Story was created solely 
on computers. The process of creating 
this 3-D environment is complicated and 
time consuming. The budgets for Pixar's 
feature films exceed $100 million because 
of the intricate graphics process. 

Basically, afler a storyboard is created 
and voices are recorded for various charac-
ters, the animation process begins. Artists 
create illustrations of the characters, 
sets, props, 
surfaces and 
pretations 
by han 
t h r e e -
dimen-
sional! 

and visual looks for 
colors. The inter-
are then sculpted 

and scanned 

modeled in 3-D directly into the com-
puter. 

Onceinthecomputer,the characters are 
given "avars," which are basically hinges 
that account for objects' motions. When 
creating each individual scene, animators 
use computer controls to define key poses 
with the avars. At this point the general 
shape of characters and scenery is estab-
lished. The next process is inserting the 
surface color, texture, and changes in light, 
which is done with "shaders," programs 
that allow for complex variations in color 
lighting. Later touches are added through 
the use of "digital light" and "rendering" 
that create a flowing, per-
fected picture. 

P i x a r ' s 
revolutionary M 
techniques j 
account f o r i 

such monu-
m e n t a l 
releases as H 

Toy Story, ^ 
Tby Story : 
2, and! 
Finding i 

Nemo, 
which 

ranked among 
the top forty high-
est grossing films of 
al l t ime. Dreamworks' Shrek2tops 
the charts at the third highest grossing 
American film of all time. 

Though these films have been predomi-
nantly children's films, the vast popularity 
of 3-D computer imaging and its abihty to 
rack in millions of dollars wil l be utilized 
in full feature non-children's films. 

Non-animated films already make use 
of computer imaging to alter scenes. For 
example, the Lord of the Rings trilogy ut i -
Uzed 3-D imaging to wholly create the char-
acter Gollum. The Incredibles was also 
' the first fully animated movie to be PG. 

Not only was the target audience a bit 
older, but The Incredibles was the 

first film of its kind to 
deal with hiunan ani-
mation. Other Pixar 
and Dreamworks 
creations involved 
fish, toys, or mon-

sters. The Incredibles, 
though, deals with the 

more complicated task of 
depicting a wide scope of 

human facial expressions 
and emotions. 
The Incredibles is Pixar and 

Disney's latest creation, directed 
by Brad Bird, who is known for his 

work on the Iron Giant and the more 

popular animated series The Simpsons. 
The film was targeted to a slightly older 
audience than its counterparts. Some 
of the humor was 
more "adult" and 
had moj-e subtleties 
and innuendoes. 
Also, v i l la inous ' 
characters didn't 
dramatically faU only 
to eventually escape and act as 
a segue into a sequel. I t was the first 
animated film in which there was death. 
Because The Incredibles was made with 
human characters, more creative scenes 
were possible. This includes more explo-
sions, better technologies, and "intense 
action" scenes. 

The Incredibles 
centers around a 
Ipair of married, 
> retired superheroes 
•named Bob Parr, or 
Mr. Incredible, and 

his wife Helen Parr, or Elastigirl. 
Due to a series of lawsuits filed 

by people who "didn't want to be 
saved," they are put out of business 

and forced to lead normal lives. The 
pair eventually settles down to raise a 
family consisting of more "supers," son 
Dash and daughter Violet, who each pos-
sess their own powers. The action ensues 
when Mr. Incredible is called back into 
action by a mysterious group. 

Although many of the characters 
in the film can be seen as stereotypes, 
much of them are actually satirizing the 
typical hero movie roles. For example, 
the movie creators seemed to exagger-
ate the villain's tendency to talk about 

his brill iant 
and elabo- , ^ 
plans while M 

epiphanies 
r a t e 

should be dealing w i t h 
their adversaries. The fun-
niest character was probably 
one of the most unconventional 
ones, Edna E. Mode, who was 
fashion designer of the world's super-
heroes. Edna was a very short, brusque, 
self-assured Asian woman whose scenes 
were some of the best in the film. 

The Incredibles can be added to the 
increasing list of successful animated 
films. As this new genre continues to 
gain momentum, the quality of these new 
releases continues to satisfy moviegoers. 
Because of the nature of the advanced 
technologies, i t becomes harder for 
companies to bring audiences quality of 
visuals without also providing substan-
tial plotline. Hopefully, this revolution of 
computer graphics wil l yield better movies 
that do not fully rely on special effects 
and graphics, and i f Pixar's creations of 
the last ten years are any indication, the 
future wil l be filled with original, enjoy-
able films. 

Graphics from 
www.Dixar.com 

The Polar Express (out as of November 10th) by Warner 
Bros, features Tom Hanks in an animated Christmastime 
adventure. 

Pixar's next full length animation, Cars, is set for the'^OS 
hohday season. 

Siegfried & Roy's white lions star in the first ever 
computer-animated TV sitcom, Father of the 
Pride, which continues a successful season on 
NBC. 

http://www.Dixar.com
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The Government Inspector kicks off the Drama Club season 
BY Gaby Monsanto 

Contributing Writer 

The amazing production of The Gov-
ernment Inspector, directed by Mr. Mark 
Gamell and assistant director Elyssa 
Jakim, was held over Halloween week-
end, racking in a large number of viewers 
for the Saturday night performance. The 
acting was incredible and kept the audi-
ence in constant hysterics. Although the 
play was briefly interrupted by someone 
dressed in a yellow teletubby costume, 
this interruption did not take anjrthing 
away from the brilliantly choreographed 
production. 

The Government Inspector was an 
interesting play about a Russian town 
that was rumored to be pending inspec-
tion by the government. Within the small 
town, hysterics ensued, brewing up quite 
a commotion. The brunt of the acting took 
place in the mayor's home. This charac-
ter, played by junior Mike Thompson, 
his wife, junior Sarah Pickering, and 
their daughter, junior Alina Fomovska, 
were constantly bickering. The non-stop 
fighting added flavor to the show. Two 
messenger boys, played by freshmen 
Andrew Martinolich and Jessie Stajdon, 
were hysterical. Both brought much hilar-
ity to the play and are sure to go far in 
future drama presentations. 

The messengers inform the mayor that 
they beUeve the government inspector is 
staying in the local hotel. One of the mes-
sengers and the mayor then go to talk to 

is actually a fraud and is just a traveler 
named Khlestakov roaming from town to 
town. Although the audience knows this, 
the characters in the play do not and they 

(l-r) Senior Alison Rich, and freshman Aaron Schweitzer, and juniors Alina Fomovska and 
Sarah Pickering portray befuddled townspeople in the first Drama Club production of the 

year, The Government Inspector. 

the government inspector and see what 
he is all about. The person that they 
believe to be the government inspector 

believe that Khlestakov, played by junior 
Dan Marmor, is the actual government 
inspector. From that minute on, the play 

takes on a life of its own, chronicling the 
town's realization that the traveler is, 
in fact, not the real inspector. 

The technical crew was also very 
good in this show. 
The lighting was 
enchanting and 
made i t easy for 
the audience to 
see the actors. The 
scenery was mini-
mal but perfect for 
the play, allowing 
the audience to 
focus on the acting 
instead of the 
background. This 
drama presenta-
t ion was t r u l y 
excellent, argu-
ably one of the best 
Schreiber Drama 
Club productions 
in a while. The 
audience was cap-
tivated the whole 
t ime , buckl ing 
over from laugh-
ing so hard. Con-
gratulations to all 

the actors and staff working on the show; 
you all did an amazing job! 

Sex, drugs and rhythm and blues: the R a y Charles story 
Ray Charles' life is commemorated in a touching new movie 

BY Rebecca Sander 
A&E Editor 

Ray Charles Robinson changed the 
face of soul and rhythm & blues music. 
He brought jazz to mainstream American 
music by fusing it with pop and even coun-
try. His life has recently become the focus 
of the hit movie Ray. Directed by Taylor 
Hackford, the movie stars Jamie Foxx, in 
the role of a lifetime, as Ray. 

Ray Charles was born in Georgia in 
1930 into a poor family. He raised without 
a father, and his mother, who was a large 
influence in his life even though she died 
young, worked hand-to-mouth. He started 
going blind at the age of five and was 
completely blind by seven, but he never 

allowed this handicap to slow him down; 
his mother always said to him, "^ever 
allow anyone to treat you as a cripple." 
He left home to get an education at a 
school for the blind, but he never forgot 
his dream to become a pianist. His career 
floundered for many years until he finally 
began making original music when he got 
a record deal from Atlantic Records. His 
first world tour, during the 1960s, reflected 
his musical coming-of-age. Although he 
was an entertainer, Ray was a pioneer in 
resistance to segregation. He refused to 
play to a segregated audience in Augusta, 
Greorgia, and was consequently banned 
from the state. In 1979, he received a 
public apology and his hit song, "Georgia 
On My Mind," was made the state song 
of Georgia. His politics did not deter any 

Ray Charles Robinson was born with nothing, except a dream. 
Although he was blind, he became one of the most influential figures 
in American music. Actor Jamie Foxx portrays Ray and even plays 

all of the performance scenes. 

Ray spent much of his musical career on the road; he was first introduced 
to heroin by the members of his first band, which included guitar player 

Lowell Fulsom, played by Chris Thomas King. 

record companies from signing him, and 
his career only expanded expotentially 
until his death. 

Ray had to overcome tremendous 
obstacles to reach his goals, but his music 
always came first. While on tour with his 
first band, Ray was introduced to heroin by 
fellow band members. Over the next two 
decades, he became addicted and was even 
arrested and jailed for a year for heroin pos-
session. While on tour, he had numerous 
affairs with backup-singers, even though 
he had a wife and two sons at home. One of 
the movie's greatest assets is that i t did not 
idealize Ray's life and included everything, 
even his recovery from drug addiction in 
rehab and his marital problems. 

Despite the significance of Ray Charles's 
life, the movie was not as interesting as 

the advertisements promised. I t went 
through each year from 1948 to 1969 
in two hours, and summed up the last 
thirty-five years of his life in the last 
twenty minutes. The plot wasn't riveting 
until he went into rehab, about an hour 
and a half into the movie. Even i f the 
script was not very good, the acting was 
convincing, especially the performances 
of Jamie Foxx and Sharon Warren, who 
played Ray's mother. The soimdtrack, 
mostly the music of Ray Charles, pre-
dictably, was one of the highlights of the 
movie. Because the songs were written 
at certain points in his life, they captured 
the moods of different scenes impeccably. 
The end of the movie managed to tie 
the movie together well, and ended on 
a positive note. 
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Up and coming Schreiber bands reflect diverse musical tastes 

Exclusive interviews with LivePoelsa^rf Fault ond Fracture 
BY Shane Hanlon 

Contributing Writer 

out other Schreiber performers, "Basik," 
"Snoe," and "Robby Rivers." Al l of the 

aforementioned bands have new releases 
coming out this year. When asked about the 

Schreiber High School is home to many 
diverse music tastes and preferences. Two 
groups that display Schreiber's passion for 
music are the rap group. Live Poets, and 
the punk rock band, Fault and Fracture. 
These are just two of the many musical 
groups that are composed of Schreiber 
students. Although they play completely 
opposite forms of music, music lovers at 
Schreiber embrace both bands. 

Live Poets is an undergroimd hip-
hop group consisting of three members, 
senior Thiago Marques, freshman Bruno 
Marques, and me. Live Poets has been 
making music together since the summer 
of1998, a run of more than four years. Not 
many students at Schreiber have heard 
what this band has to offer, but Live Poets 
has acquired a few loyal fans. 

I interviewed the Marques brothers to 
hear their views of music at Schreiber. As 
Thiago "Godbody" Marques states, "We 
don't really have one fan base that Ukes 
really rugged hip-hop that is unUke the 
stuffyou hear on the radio. The kids who 
like our music like to zone out and think." 
Live Poets wil l release a CD on December 
6 entitled "Red Bricks Turn Yellow." The 
release wil l cost five dollars and wil l con-
sist of ten tracks. The band requests its 
fans and other fans of hip-hop to check 

(l-r) Billy Shore, Greg Michelson, David Gelb, and Andrew Parrot, of punk 
rock band Fault and Fracture draw some inspiration from the scenic view 
behind them. Fault and Fracture, one of Schreiber's own bands, is releas-
ing a CD around spring break. Another Schreiber band called Live Poets 
(not pictured) is a prime example of our school's varying musical tastes. 
Live Poets is an underground hip-hop band. 

diversity of music in Schreiber, Godbody 
replied, "We think diversity in music 
is great; we need different preferences 
as long as everyone respects everyone 
else's music and picks up that Live 
Poets" album." The band feels that 
they wil l explode onto the music scene, 
but feels that the marketing schemes 
of record labels nowadays go against 
their style. 

Fault and Fracture is a four member 
punk rock band consisting of seniors 
Greg Michelson on bass guitar and 
Andrew Parrot on lead guitar, and 
juniors Dave Grelb as lead singer and 
Billy Shore on drums. Fault and Frac-
ture has been together for four years 
and vocalist Gelb joined three years ago. 
The band claims to be accepted at Sch-
reiber, having acquired many fans who 
enjoy their music. When asked where 
they get the majority of their support, 
they replied simply "party people." The 
band plans to get signed this summer. 
However, for anyone wanting a sneak 
preview, they wil l be releasing a CD 
around spring break with five to six 
tracks. When asked about the diver-
sity of the music at Schreiber, Michelson 
and Gelb responded, "There are different 
types of music, but there are not enough 
people to appreciate the music." 

Another revolution for Apple: iPod Photo 

B Y Damian Bidikov 

Staif Writer 

I f there is one product that has 
redeemed Apple in its seemingly hope-
less financial competition with Microsoft, 
it is the iPod. The first iPod model was 
released in October of 2001, and i t has 
completely revolutionized the portable 
music player industry. The early success 
of the iPod was due mainly to the fact that 
it utilized a hard disk for music stor-
age, in comparison to most 
digital music player models 
of the time that used flash 
memory. The difference is 
in thousands of megabytes 
of storage space. Thus, 
many found that w i t h 
Apple's product, they could 
carry around their entire 
music collection (with five, 
ten, and twenty gigabyte 
models, up to about 5,000 
songs) with them in a small, 
stylish electronic device. 

Over the years, Apple has 
made various improvements 
in compactness, storage 
space, and battery life 
of the iPod with four 
different generations 
of models. Nowadays, 
however, Apple's iPod is no 
longer the only media player of 
its kind. Competitors like iRiver and 
Creative threaten to overcome the iPod 
in terms of functionality and appearance, 
i f not in sales and profit. Apple recently 
struck back with their newest series of 
players: the iPod Photo. Featuring a sixty 
gigabyte version with a color screen, and 
the ability to store and view hundreds 
of photos in full color and high resolu-

m iPo 

L L ! ! 

tion, the iPod photo sports significant 
improvements over all previous iPod 
models. However, i t comes with a hefty 
price tag: $500 and $600 retail for the forty 
and sixty gigabyte models, respectively. 

Whether an investment in the iPod 
Photo is worthwhile requires careful delib-
eration. The fact is, even music lovers who 
are intent on having their collection with 
them at all times can purchase a standard 

iPod. At $300 for the standard twenty 
gigabyte model (around 5,000 songs) 

and $400 for twice as much space, 
listeners who are not look-
ing to host a huge photo 
collection need not bother 
wi th the expensive new 
photo models. Likewise, 
those who already own an 
iPod and are satisfied with 
the storage space it provides 
them probably shouldn't 
make the investment just 
for a few hours more bat-
tery life and the ability to 
view pictures. As of now, 
the iPod Photo functions 
as something between 
a music player, camera, 
and pocket computer. 
While it is capable of stor-
ing many non-music files 
and displaying pictures 
on its considerably sized 

hard drive, the facts are that 
an iPod Photo can neither take pictures 
nor run advanced programs-it is still 
primarily a music player. Until Apple 
makes further improvements on its media 
players, such as video playback or a more 
powerful battery, most music lovers 
needn't bother trashing their trusty old 
CD players, or even standard iPods yet. 
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(B( November 2004 concert rev i ews© 
Death Cab for Cutie's "movie script performance" a night to remember 

BY Zubin Zaveri 

Assistant A&E Editor 

Death Cab for Cutie is a long time 
member of the underground indie rock 
scene. Originatingin Bellingham, WA, the 
band's roots extend back to 1997, when 
lead guitarist and vocalist, Ben Gibbard, 
decided to turn his previous successful solo 
project into a full-time band. He began by 
recruiting Christopher Walla, as Walla 
had helped Gibbard in his recording ses-
sions for his solo project. Next on the list 
was bassist Nick Hammer, followed by 
drummer Nathan GooA. 

By the summer of1998 Death Cab had 
issued their debut LP entitled. Something 
About Airplanes. The album received a 
tremendous response, selling a good 
number of records and giving the band 
street credit. However, in 2000, prior to 
the completion of their follow-up album. 
We Have Facts and We're Voting Yes, drum-
mer Nathan Good left the band. He was 
soon replaced by drummer Michael Schorr, 

and in the fall of 2000 the band released 
yet another EP, 
Forbidden 
Love. I t con-
tained the 
majority of 
the songs that 
would be found 
on the 2001 
album. The 
Photo Album. 

By 2003, 
the band had 
received rela-
tive amounts 
of success; 
however, with 
the addition of 
Eureka Farm's 
Jason McGerr, 
the band was 
able to create 
an absolutely 
spectacular 
fourth album, Transatlanticism, which 
was released in October of 2003. I t was 

with the stunning success of this album, 
along with the 
appearance on 
the soundtrack 
of the high 
rated television 
series. The OC, 
that Death Cab 
for Cutie was 
able to build a 
distinguishingly 
large fan base. 

This year, 
the band's new-
found success 
was made clear, 
as their concert 
scheduled for 
October 22 at 
Roseland sold 
out months i n 
advance. Luck-
ily, I was fortu-
nate enough to 

have had already bought tickets months 
ahead, enabling me to attend. 

Pictured above (l-r) are Death Cab for Cutie 
members Nicholas Harmer, Michael Schorr, 
Ben Gibbard, and Christopher Walla. Death 

Cab is currently rising in popularity. 

R . E . M . rocks M S G after election 
BY NichoUs Merkelson 

SufgnVriler 

The R.E.M. concert at Madison Square 
Garden on November 4 was less than a 
week after the Vote for Change tour had 
ended. More importantly, i t was their 
first show after Bush was re-elected. For 
the four intensely pro-Kerry musicians, 
there was no need to mention his name. He 
was only referred to as "Mr. Still-Not-My-
President" or "Commander-and-Cheat." 
As lead singer Michael Stipe explained, 
"Music had always been a source of great 
inspiration...let the music speak for 
itself." And from 
the first note of the 
first song, "It's The 
End of The World 
As We Know I t 
(And I Feel Fine)," 
i t was obvious that 
the show was going 
to be dominated by 
songs, both old and 
new, with political 
messages that 
would fuel the 
band's strength 
dur ing the two 
hour set. 

Stipe had few 
words to say i n 
between songs. As 
he had intended, 
the lyrics of his i 
songs were speak-
ing for them-
selves. On "Begin 
the Begin," Stipe 

cally-focused of all their studio releases. 
The centerpiece of the night - " I Wanted 
To Be Wrong" - a song from the album, 
was declared their own "state of the union 
address." No words from any other song 
could have better summed up the feelings 
of the night: " I told you I wanted to be 
wrong, but everyone is humming a song 
that I don't understand" and later, "Did 
you recognize the madman who is shout-
ingin the streets, T)estroy the things that 
I don't understand?" 

By the time they had reached the encore, 
i t was evident that R.E.M. was attempt-
ing to move beyond the election and into 

the challenges 
ahead. The 
encore was, to 
say the least, 
fun. "What's 
the Frequency, 
K e n n e t h ? " 
opened w i t h 
"Permanent 
V a c a t i o n " 
featuring ex-
Dream Syn-
dicate Steve 
Wynn coming 
on a few songs 
after. The 
flashy new, 
punk anthem-
to-be " I Wanna 
DJ" lightened 
the mood lead-
ing into none 
other than 
what Stipe 
declared as his 

echoed, "Let's Throughout time R.E.IUI has remained the song dedicated 
begin a g a i n . . , " same Original, alternative rock band that the fans, 

they began as. words which never 
sounded so politi-
cally oriented. One ofthe few times Stipe 
chose to speak, he said, "This song takes 
place in Ohio," which was accompanied by 
the appropriate boos from the audience. 
Then the first lines of "Cuyahoga" - "Let's 
put our heads together and start a new 
country up" - received one ofthe biggest 
ovations ofthe night. 

The concert also featured many songs 
ofif the band's new album, "Aroimd the 
Sun," which is definitely the most politi-

Man on the 
Moon." The 

superb performance was completed with 
Stipe dropping his pants and hopping 
around on stage in his boxers singing, " I f 
you believed they put a man on the moon." 
There was no explanation as to why he 
did this, but then again, a lot of things 
Michael Stipe does are unexplainable. But 
one thing was for sure: i t was good to see 
that the band had some humility left after 
the two-hour political extravageinza they 
played that night. 

The opening band as another 
member of the indie rock scene. Pretty 
Girls Make Graves. Their performance, 
though quite good, paled in comparison 
to that which would follow it , as Death 
Cab's performance could be described as 
nothing short of amazing. The incred-
ible stage presence of Ben Gibbard and 
the high energy environment created by 
the crowd created a memorable atmo-
sphere. The smooth, soft, and mellow 
vocals, combined with the seemingly 
simple yet tactful guitar and bass parts 
and the quiet keyboard left the crowd 
breathless. 

At what seemed to be the end of 
the show, the crowd could not help 
but remain applauding for about ten 
minutes, all with the hope that the 
band would return to play an encore. 
Luckily, they did, and more time was 
given to experience the talent and show-
manship of Death Cab for Cutie. Their 
rising popularity and continual desire to 
put out incredible music is sure to keep 
them around for years to come. 

Enterta inment 
Wrap-up 

The Incredibles 
"..the quality of Pixar's new releases 
continues to satisfy moviegoers." 

Government Inspector 
T h e play takes on a life of its own..." 

Ray 
"... the movie was not as inter-
esting as the advertisements 
promised." 

iPod Photo 
"...the iPod Photo functions as some-

thing between a music player, camera, 
and pocket computer..." 
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Port's playoff run cut short, despite a strong season 
Varsity soccer loses a heartbreaker to Calhoun in a shootout 

B Y Jus C h a d h a 

•issis/anl Sporrs Editor 

Port played its last game of the 
season on October 26 against Valley 
Stream Central H i g h School. I n this 
game, Port looked extremely confident. 
Forward Jason Thrope picked up a 
goal early to t ie the game 1-1. Later 
i n the first ha l f w i t h eighteen minutes 
left, forward Ricky Song scored the 
game-winning goal from j u s t outside 
the eighteen-yard box. The Vikings 
picked up the victory at Valley Stream 
Central , which closed out the season for 
Port on a positive note, and gave them 
momentum heading into the playoffs. 
D u r i n g the regular season, boys varsity 
soccer finished second i n the i r division 
behind Carey, and had a record of 8-4-5. 
Key victories at the end of the season 
against Valley Steam, Plainview J F K , 
and Belhnore J F K granted Port the 
tenth seed i n the playoffs. 

The Vikings had looked forward 
to recapturing the success of last 
season, when the team went to the 
Nassau County Championship game. 
After impressive play, the Vikings 
were prepared for the competitive 
playoffs. The seniors, who have had 
the experience of a championship game, 
were able to help the underclassman 
on the team and the top j u n i o r varsity 
players, N i ck Bal terman, Dan Goldin, 
Ben Jaffe, and Zachary Singer, who 
were moved up for the playoffs. 

The first playoff game was on October 
30 against Calhoun H i g h School. 
D u r i n g the regular season, Calhoun 
played i n the highest conference. 
Division l A , and finished w i t h a record 
of 2-7-7. Port played i n Division l A A 
but had a better record. Calhoun was 
seeded seventh i n the playoffs, and Port 
was the underdog, seeded tenth . Right 
from the sound of the whist le , Port was 
aggressive and played w i t h tremendous 
heart and had strong support from a few 
enthusiastic fans, even though the game 
was not home at Schreiber. I n the first 
half . Port's defense remained strong. 

They played as a uni t and passed the 
ball competently. Goalie Anthony Piatt 
played strong as wel l wi thout al lowing a 
goal in the whole first h a l f On offense, 
forward senior captain Daniel Latzman 
was able to come from the corner of the 
field, dribble between defenders, and 
score w i t h almost no angle. This goal 
was a significant confidence booster for 
Port. A t the end of the first half. Port 
led by the score of 1-0. I n the second 

Senior Edward IVIcCabe and junior Brandon Scheider fight 
for possession of the ball against opposing defenders. 

half , both teams continued w i t h their 
highly competitive play. However as 
the second ha l f continued. Port began to 
lose concentration. As a result, Calhoun 
was able to score on a shot taken inside 
the eighteen-yard box. This goal was a 
confidence breaker for Port. 

On a positive note, this goal allowed 
Port to regain composure and focus. As 
a result they continued their strong play 
throughout the rest of the h a l f Later 
i n the half, Port's forward, sophomore 
Ricky Song h i t the post on a shot outside 
the eighteen-yard box. This shot was 
extremely close and could have been 
a na i l i n the coffin for Calhoun. The 
competitiveness increased as the game 
went on, but no one scored i n the rest of 
the regulated t ime. The game then went 

into a ten-minute overtime period. 
After the first ten-minute period i n 

overtime, no one scored, result ing i n 
a second ten-minute overtime period. 
Dur ing this t ime. Port came close 
to finishing i t off w i t h a shot from 
senior captain Jason Thrope from the 
eighteen-yard box, but i t missed wide. 
The game was kept at a stalemate as the 
overtime period winded down. Because 
the teams didn't score after the two 

t e n - m i n u t e 
o v e r t i m e s , 
they began 
f i v e - m i n u t e 
sudden death 
periods. This 
meant that 
as soon as 
a goal was 
scored, the 
game would 
i m m e d i a t e l y 
end w i t h 
the scoring 
team as the 
winner. As 
this t ime 
c o n t i n u e d , 
both teams 
w e r e 
p h y s i c a l l y 
fatigued, yet 

c o n t i n u e d 
to put i n 
strong efforts, 

playing w i t h whatever strength they 
had left. After both the five-minute 
sudden death overtime periods, the 
game went into a shootout. 

The shootout was conducted best of 
five, from the penalty shot mark. For 
Port, Thrope took the first shot and 
calmly made i t . Calhoun answered 
back, t y ing the shootout score at 1-1. 
Latzman took the second shot for Port, 
but i t was saved. Calhoun was able 
to answer back and score, making the 
score 2-1 i n favor of Calhoun. Senior 
Zachary Levine took Port's t h i r d 
attempt, but his shot was saved. On 
Calhoun's t h i r d shot, they managed to 
score again making the score 1-3. Port's 
last shot came from j u n i o r Matias Pena, 

but his shot was blocked solidifying the 
victory for Calhoun, 3-1. 

Despite the fact tha t Port's playoff 
r u n was cut short, they s t i l l put forth 
a great effort not only against Calhoun, 
but throughout the whole season. 
Hopefully, the seniors on the squad w i l l 
be able to pass down the leadership and 
experience from previous seasons and 
playoffs to the juniors and sophomores, 

•who w i l l be able to apply i t next season. 
"The sophomores and freshmen who 

were moved up for playoffs real ly were 
able to learn a lot from the older players 
who had played i n the important 
games and were used to the pressure of 
varsity soccer i n Port Washington," said 

Port Uarsity Boys Soccer 
2BB4-2BB5 Recent Games 

DATE OPPOI¥E!VT S C O R E 

10/5/04 UaUey Stream Ul,5-1 

10/7/04 Farmingdale Ul, 3-0 

10/13/04 Carey Ul,5-1 

10/16/04 BellmoreJFK m,3-1 

10/20/04 Hicksuille U3-0 

10/23/04 PlainuieuiJFK (U,5-1 

10/26/04 UaUey Stream Ul,2-1 

10/30/04 Calhoun L. 3-1 SO* 

* 1st playoff game 

was not home at Schreiber. I n the first went on, but no one scored i n the rest of score again making the score 1-3. Port s 
half , Port's defense remained strong, the regulated t ime. The game then went last shot came from j u n i o r Matias Pena, ' 

Cross country finish season wi th impressive 22-6 record 
B Y Ben jaffg Division nominations, and the bid that have accomplished that feat i n a decade. "Just being there is an accomplishment, 

Schmitz eeu-ned to enter the New York Senior Yoshiyuki Kono, j u n i o r Raul and maybe there can be a surprise." 
Asstslanl Sports Editor 

This year's cross-country team had 
one of the most successful r u n n i n g 
seasons i n the school's history. I t was 
highl ighted by great overall team play 
i n addition to impressive ind iv idual 
accomplishments by remarkable 
underclassmen, such as sophomore 
Richard Schmitz and freshman A s t r i d 
Fir land-Schi l l . 

The Vikings are coached by Schreiber 
social studies teacher M r Jeremy Klaff , 
who is known school-wide for his humor 
and for his performances dur ing the 
Pep Rally and Teacher Talent shows. 
He brings comic relief along w i t h great 
veteran coaching. 

The team finished the year w i t h a 22-6 
record, going through much of the season 
undefeated. Some of the ind iv idual 
accolades accomplished included two 
All-Conference nominations, five A l l -

Division nominations, and the bid that 
Schmitz eeu-ned to enter the New York 
State Cross Country meet, the first 
Schreiber cross country runner to gain 
this honor "this mi l l enn ium, " according 
to Coach IQaff. The team trains hard 
dur ing the season to prepare them 
for the i r twenty-eight meets. They 
r u n as much as eight miles each day 
d u r i n g practice. The Vikings practice 
through thick and t h i n ; they began 
their t r a i n i n g prior to the beginning of 
school and are among the final teams 
to end their season. Cross country had 
an impressive .786 w i n n i n g percentage 
and went 5-1 against the ir division 
r ivals , including Syosset, Massapequa, 
Farmingdale, and Long Beach. 

Despite the team's obvious consistent 
team effort, the V i k i n g runners 
also exhibited excellent personal 
achievements. Two gifted runners, 
Schmitz and jun ior Maurice Alfaya, 
were nominated as All-Conference 
runners, the first t ime V i k i n g runners 

have accomplished that feat i n a decade. 
Senior Yoshiyuki Kono, j u n i o r Raul 
Marabol i , and sophomore Peter Gabriel l i 
were designated as All-Conference 
runners. Even as the season comes to 
a close, dedicated runners Schmitz and 
Firland-Schi l l continue to practice and 
prepare for their respective selective 
meets. 

Perhaps Fir land-Schi l l had the 
greatest season. She led the girls 
team. Just a freshman, she s t i l l 
finished as the eighth-fastest g i r l i n 
Nassau County. On the opposite end 
of the spectrum, Schmitz had the most 
consistent showing for the boys. He is 
now prepaing for his t r i p to Chinego 
Park, which is near Binghamton, 
for the N Y State meet. Here, a l l 
of the state's fastest runners come 
together to compete for the prestigious 
acknowledgement of making the A l l -
State team. Schmitz, who ran the 5K 
conference cross-country race i n 17:29, 
hopes to improve on his t ime. He noted, 

"Just being there is an accomplishment, 
and maybe there can be a surprise." 

Reflecting on the strenuous, yet 
rewarding 22-6 season. Coach K l a f f 
gushed, " I really could not have asked 
for anything more from my team. They 
performed better than I imagined. 
However, this achievement only raises 
the expectations for next year." 

This statement t r u l y sums up the 
cross-country season. I t was extremely 
successful for the team as a whole 
and for the talented Vikings runners. 
B u t despite these successes, the 
team members s t i l l strive to improve. 
Because of the general youth of many of 
the skil led Vikings runners, l ike F i r land-
Schill , Schmitz, Gabrie l l i , and Kono, the 
team has plenty of t ime to advance their 
skil ls i n hopes of achieving even loftier 
goals next season. 
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CALLING fflE SHOTS 

Diamondbacks give Backman the boot 
New manager fired controversially after only four days on the job 

BY Brett Friedman 

Sports Editor 

You cannot dispute the fact that 
Wally Backman is a criminal. I n fact, 
he was convicted of two crimes. In 
2000, Backman was found guilty of 
driving while intoxicated in Kennewick, 
Washington. Backman was arrested 
again after a domestic dispute involving 
his wife and one of her friends. He was 
sentenced to twelve months of probation 
after pleading guilty to misdemeanor 
harassment. 

Unaware of his past, the Arizona 
Diamondbacks hired Wally Backman 
to manage the team in 2005 with high 
hopes for the future. Backman made a 
name for himself as a tough sparkplug of 
a second baseman for the New York Mets 
in the 1980s. He helped the Mets reach 
and win the World Series in 1986, and, 
batting second in their lineup behind 
Lenny Dykstra, hit .320 while scoring 
sixty-seven runs in only 387 regular 
season at-bats. He also hit .333 in the 
'86 World Series and set the standard 
for the sluggers in the middle of the 
lineup. Backman had an impressive 
managing career in the minor leagues 
after his retirement as a player, which 
is what led to his consideration for the 
Diamondback position. 

But all of these credentials were 
flushed down the toilet after the 
Diamondback front office found out 
about his criminal convictions. The 
Diamondbacks hired Backman without 

F o r t y - f i v e - y e a r o l d W a l l y B a c k m a n w a s h i r e d b y 
t h e A r i z o n a D i a m o n d b a c k s t o f i l l t h e i r m a n a g e -

r i a l p o s i t i o n f o r t h e 2 0 0 5 c a m p a i g n . 

being aware of his problems. They 
later came across an article in the New 
York Times that provided information 
on Backman's troubled past. The 
Diamondbacks hired a company to do 
a background check and, sure enough, 
he was guilty of what the New York 
Times accused him. In light of this new 
information, Backman was fired four 
days after the Diamondbacks announced 
his hiring. 

With this in mind, the question 
raised is, to what extent should a sport's 
professional be judged on his behavior 
outside of the stadium? Should his 
performance on the field be the only 
thing people look at? Is i t anyone's 
business what he does off the field? 

Wally Backman is merely "another 
brick in the wall" when i t comes to 
employing professional athletes with 
questionable behavior. Going back to the 
1970s, New York Yankee manager Billy 
Martin was a notoriously heavy drinker, 
but that didn't stop him from leading 
his squad to American League pfennants 
and World Series championships. Ray 
Lewis, all-pro linebacker for the 2000 
NFL Champion Baltimore Ravens is a 
convicted murderer Ray's teammate 
Jamal Lewis was recently suspended 
for violating the NFL's drug abuse 
policy. He sat out four games and was 
fined a huge sum of money in order to 
stay out of prison. This was not the 
first time Lewis had violated the drug 
abuse policy while playing in the NFL. 
Chris Webber, power forward for the 
Sacramento Kings, was convicted of 

violating NCAA violations 
while attending the 
University of Michigan, 
in 1988 Webber was 
also charged with 
assault, resisting arrest, 
possession of marijuana, 
driving under the 
influence of marijuana 
and five other traffic 
violations. 

And in baseball, 
Backman's not the only 
degenerate. Rafael 
Furcal, shortstop for 
the Atlanta Braves, 
was recently convicted 
of drunk driving, and 
Carl Everett, outfielder 
for the Chicago White 
Sox, has been accused 
by his wife of spousal 
abuse. Still think Wally 
Backman is such a 
horrible guy? I f so, what 
about your favorite 
athletes who fit so 

neatly in the same category as the now 
infamous former manager? 

These occurrences are by no means 
limited to sports. Bil l Clinton, one of our 
nation's finest presidents ever, remained 
in office even after his affair with 
Monica Lewinsky and did a great job 
before his second term was completed. 
The "govemator" of California, Arnold 
Schwarzenegger, has admitted to using 
illegal drugs. Ingvar Kamprad, the 
founder of the IKEA funtiture chain, 
was involved with the Nazis back in 
the 1940s. But these people all have one 
thing in common: their public Uves were 
not hindered as a result of what they did 
in their private lives. 

Wally Backman has committed a few 
crimes in his life; so what? Everyone 
knows that he's not perfect, but he's 
no different from dozens of other 

well-known athletes in the nation. I f 
Ray Lewis can get away with murder 
(yes, I mean he killed another human 
being), and stiU carry on with his life 
Uke nothing happened and remain a 
celebrity, shouldn't Wally Backman get 
a second chance as well? I definitely 
think he should. 

The Diamondbacks front office said 
that Backman was the man who would 
take their organization back to the 
World Series. But instead of granting 
Backman an opportunity to prove 
himself, they discarded him like a 7-2 
off-suited pocket in Texas Hold 'Em. The 
Diamondbacks' front office wil l regret 
their decision when they are having 
another dismal-to-mediocre year with 
Bob Melvin (the replacement) at the 
helm, and not their number one option 
in Wally Backman. 

4k. 

"A taste hud is a 
terrible thing to waste 

Hickorv^s? 
CHOMP ON IT! 
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Sandwich 

Special 
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Turkey 1 

Hickory's Bar-B-Que 883-7174 
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Lady Vikings lose nine straight in rebuilding year 
Winless autumn leaves field hockey with nightmares of 3-11 season 

B Y David Baer and Melissa Heller 

Sports Editor and Contributing Writer 

Although the varsity field hockey 
team struggled throughout the season, 
they started i t off well. After maintaining 
a 3-2 record through their first five 
games. Port's offense fell into a deep 
coma at the end of September, resulting 
in the loss of their last nine competitions 
to close out the season at 3-11. 

A glance at Port's record is 
troubling, but goaltending was not to 
blame. The team's two goalies, senior 
Ashley Bellini and sophomore Rachel 
Bosswick, held the team together 
with their outstanding play in goal 
this past season. They combined for 
a total of 133 saves for the season. 

The young and inexperienced Lady 
Vikings squad struggled mainly on 
offense, getting shut out six times in 
their eleven losses, including a three-
game scoreless streak that closed 
out the season. Unfortunately, the 
remaining five losses provided only one 
Port point each. In their game against 
Carle Place on October 19, the team 
was unable to put up any other shots on 
goal after their first score. Sophomore 
Alyssa Potter scored in this 6-1 loss. 

At the last home game of the 
season on October 23, Port faced off 
against Baldwin. The last home game 
traditionally honors graduating seniors, 
and Danielle Becker, Ashley Bellini, 
Samantha Gass, co-captain Farrin 
Jay, Caroline Oring, Julie Ptaschnik, 

Shaina Schwartz, and co-captain LJ 
Wagner were honored with a halftime 
flower ceremony led by Coach Mr. Joe 
Lederer. Returning players decorated 
the field and brought in snacks to create 
a festive atmosphere on the upper field. 

The game resulted in a 6-
0 loss, capping a losing streak 
over the course of which Port 
was outscored by opponents 17-0. 

Despite these dismal statistics, 
the Lady Vikings' record was very 
deceiving. The team learned a lot 
from their winless months of October 
and November, and got used to the 
style of play at the varsity level. 

The very young Lady Vikings 
field hockey squad gained something 
that is not achievable by doing 
drills in practice: experience. Many 
players could walk away from the 
season saying that it was more of a 
learning experience for the young 
players, many of whom were playing 
at the varsity level for the first time. 

Sophomore Nikki Pond stated, "For 
my first year on varsity, I have had 
a great experience. I t did not really 
matter i f we won or lost because we 
all had so much fun plajring. Field 
hockey is a great sport that the whole 
team enjoys, and we are all just hbppy 
to be a part of the team together." 

Coach Lederer agrees, adding 
that, "Although we had a poor record 
this season, our younger players 
are very promising and we're going 
to be even stronger next year." 

of now there have been no scheduled 
meetings between the two sides. The 
Players' Association came one step 
closer to solving the problem by opting 
for a "luxury tax" however, the league 
quickly shunned the idea, claiming 
that they were unsure that this system 
would give them "cost certainty." Many 
officials say that they were willing to 
take as much time as possible to make 
sure they make a new CBA that works 
and wil l work in the future. On the 
other hand, the fans are livid about the 
over relaxed attitudes of the officials. 
They claim that they are being stripped 
of what they love. One fan, according 
to the associated press, Ernie Horn 
stated, "You are robbing our children of 
something they really love and respect. 
There is urgency." 

The underlying feud between the 
Players Association and the league that 
has been inhibiting them from creating 
a new CBA, is money. 

Over the past few years, the NHL has 
been losing money, most of which goes to 
the players and their salaries. During 
the 2002-2003 season, the NHL brought 
in revenue of $1,996 billion. From that 
$1,494 billion, which is approximately 
seventy-five percent of the total income, 
went to the players salaries. This makes 
the NHL the fourth-largest sport, yet i t 
is the sport with the largest percentage 
of income going to the players. 

To worsen the problem, the 
commissioner of hockey, Gary Bettman, 
stated that last year alone the NHL 

lost a total of $272 miUion dollars. He 
claims that without a salary cap, the 
NHL wil l go bankrupt. The league also 
claims that i f a salary cap were put in 
place, the money would be organized 
more evenly. 

Further, a new CBA with a salary 
cap would keep the league competitive 
and would give all the teams a healthy 
chance to make the playoffs. Currently, 
over twenty teams last yearr lost money, 
and i t is getting harder for them to 
compete for a Stanley Cup. So, i f a 
salary cap were added to the new 
CBA, the teams would benefit through 
better money management. This would 
increase their competitiveness around 
the league. Also, extra money could go a 
long way to fixing other problems. 

The NHL claims that under a salary 
cap they can do all of this in addition 
to keeping the average salary at $1.3 
million dollars. The stubborn attitude 
pervading both sides has left players 
and officials in a stalemate. The whole 
season might be in jeopardy i f both 
sides don't come to an agreement by late 
November. 

So far more then fifty regular season 
games have been canceled, and just the 
other day, they canceled the 2005 Al l -
Star Game, an event that is extremely 
popular among fans. I f the players 
association and the league don't come 
to an agreement, we may see the season 
vanish before our eyes. 

Howard Schnapp/ Newsday 

Senior captain of the Lady Vikings, Farrin Jay, looks upfield with a pass 
in an early game against Floral Park, which Port won 5-2. Jay finished the 
season strong with a total of six goals, leading teammates junior Nathalie 
Brilliant, who had three goals, sophomore Amanda Buss, who had two 

goals, and sophomore Alyssa Potter, who had four goals. 

The Lost Season: N H L Lockout 2004 
2004 NHL season is put on hold due to front office troubles 

Bv J u s C h a d h a 

Assistant Sports EJitor 

The National Hockey League, (NHL) 
has been locked out for eight weeks now 
and there are no signs of i t coming to 

Colorado Avalanche Bob Boughner levels Dal-
las Star IMike Modano during a playoff game 

last season. 

a close. During the first few weeks, 
training sessions and exhibition games 
were cancelled. However, now the NHL 
is well into the season and has been 
canceling regular season games since 
October 13, 2004; there is no stoppage 

in sight. 
On September 15, 

2004, the NHL locked 
out the players due to 
the expiration of the 
Collective Bargaining 
Agreement (CBA). Unti l 
the two sides, the players' 
union, the NHLPA, and 
the league, the NHL, come 
to terms with a new CBA 
that wi l l make both sides 
happy, the lockout wil l 
continue to last, putting 
the rest of the season in 
peril. This means 
that writers and the 
media are being posted 
to cover other sports Uke 
basketball or football. 

F u r t h e r m o r e , 
approximately 230 players 
in the NHL have fled to 
Europe to play in Europe's 
elite leagues. Others are 
just waiting until a deal is 
struck. 

Neither side wants 
to compromise. The last 
time the two sides met 
was September 9 before 
the lockout occurred. As 
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2004 Fall Sports Awards 
Coed Cross Gountnr Boys Varsity Soccer ; ITrls Varsity SwiminliiB 

Coach's A w a r d 
Eric Hirsch 

Yoshiyuki Kono 
Jonathan Ruvio 

All-Divis ion 
Maurice Alfaya 
Peter GabrielU 
Yoshiyuki Kono 
Raul Maraboli 

Richard Schmitz 

M V P 
Maurice Alfaya (Boys) —~~ 

Astrid Firland-Sch^l (GirJST'" 
i 

Mipf 
Richard Sc l^ i t z 

A l l - C o n f e ^ n c e 
Maurice Alfaya 

Richard ScHmitz 

All -Couhty 
Richard Schlpiitz 

f 

' 1 

Coach's A w a r d 
Zachary Levine 
Edward McCabe 

Joseph Rezek Award/MVP 
Daniel Latzman 

All-County 
Daniel Latzman 
Anthony Piatt 

) Honorable Mention 
Anthony Piatt 

^ All-Conference "̂ ss:̂  
Alex Lee \ 
Ed Song 1 

Ricky Song | 
Jason Thrope 

Mn> 
Jacob Paisner 

Captain's A w a r d 
Adam Silbert 

Coach's A w a r d 
Carola Cassaro 
Denise MancUla 
Miranda Tomic 

All-County (lOOM Butterfly) 
Jamie Warner 

All-Conference (200 Indiv. Medley) 
Jamie Warner 

M V P 

Jamie Warner 

Mliry Forman 

BMsvaisityTiiiiife 
Coach's A w a r d 

Danidle Bourguet 
Jariiie Bushell 
Emily Gordon 

BmisKiislyiMlial BoysJYSOGcer M I P 
Kiist in Norton 

All-State 
/Laura Chen 

iCristin Norton 

/ Al l -County 
/ / Laura Chen 

/ Kristin Norton 
/ Gaby Monsanto 

/ • ' Laila Selim 
/ ' 

y All-Conference 
y Laura Chen 

Kristin Norton 

All-Divis ion 
• Laura Chen 
Kristin Norton 

M V P 
Laura Chen 

Coach's A w a r d 
Paul Chang, \ 

Edward Hepp^ 

All-Conferenee 
Paul Chang \^ 

M I P \ 
Hee Dong Kim \ ^ 

Costello A w a r d 
Dan Koh " " ^ ^ 

Coach's A w a r d 
Daniel Goldin / 

\ Ben JafFe / 

Boys JV 2 Soccer 1 
\ \ Coach's A w a r d ^ y 

\ \ V David Gass / " y 
^ - . ^ V . \ Will Rizzo 

M I P 
Kiist in Norton 

All-State 
/Laura Chen 

iCristin Norton 

/ Al l -County 
/ / Laura Chen 

/ Kristin Norton 
/ Gaby Monsanto 

/ • ' Laila Selim 
/ ' 

y All-Conference 
y Laura Chen 

Kristin Norton 

All-Divis ion 
• Laura Chen 
Kristin Norton 

M V P 
Laura Chen 

BovsJViooilial Bins Vaislty Soccer 

M I P 
Kiist in Norton 

All-State 
/Laura Chen 

iCristin Norton 

/ Al l -County 
/ / Laura Chen 

/ Kristin Norton 
/ Gaby Monsanto 

/ • ' Laila Selim 
/ ' 

y All-Conference 
y Laura Chen 

Kristin Norton 

All-Divis ion 
• Laura Chen 
Kristin Norton 

M V P 
Laura Chen 

Coach's A w a r d 
Silvio DiLucia 
Jonah Lovens 

Terry Tsouratakis 

/ / Coach*& A w a r d \ \ 
/ Halsey Diakavy i ; \  

/ / Valerie Faur*"%s c \ \ 

/ / >^ - ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

: \ ^ A l l . C o u n t f \ 1 

; ^ \ >F*ihz Kipcaklf-^ 3 ^ ^ 
\ \ r\ i A l l - C l a s s A l i ^ / 1 
\  \  V,«-*' AngeTaliTaSnafe / / 

\ \ L/urien'Brbwri" / / 
\  X EMyBahsen y' 

Scholar-Athiete 
Halsery Diakow 

M V P 
Filiz Kipcakli 

M I P 
Nicole Cavallaro 

Bins JV Soccer 
Coach's A w a r d 

Christa Cavallaro 
Artemis Sapountzi 

JVHei Hockey 
Coach's A w a r d 

Carolyn Voelker 

1 Graphic by Jonathan Seligson | 
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/ ' 
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Kristin Norton 
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VaslylifiHNoclHiy 
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r fililslVlieiiils 
E l l e n H e r m a n A w a r d 

Laura Jean Wagner 

Coach's A w a r d 
Nathalie Brilliant 
Samantha Gass 

Farrin Jay 

Honorable Mention 
Nathalie Brilliant 
Liana Clemente 

Laura Jean Wagner 

All-Conference 
Nathalie Brilliant 
Liana Clemente 

Farrin Jay 

All-County 
Laura Jean Wagner 

Except ional Senior 
Danielle Becker 
Samantha Gass 

U n s u n g Hero 
Danielle Powers 

M I P 
Danielle Powers 
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Coach's A w a r d 
Alexis Mychajliw 

Erin Szulman 

IMS Varsity Volleyball 
Coach's A w a r d 

Christine Oricchio 

All-County 
Burgandy McCurty 

M V P 
Burgandy McCurty 

M I P 
Amanda Furino 

All-Conference 
Marina Pedisich 

BMsJVVMteyM 
Coach's A w a r d 

Ogechi Abara 
Katherine McCulloh 



V I K I N G S SPORTS 
Lady Vikings end historic season 
Port Washington girls varsity soccer falls short in first round of playoffs 

BY David Baer 

Sptins Editor 

On Friday, October 29, in a fierce 
playoff battle that took sudden death 
double overtime to decide, the Port 
Washington Lady Vikings varsity soccer 
team lost to the Syosset Braves by a 
score of 2-1. The loss put an end to the 
Lady Vikings' undefeated and untied 
record, 16-0, which was the only one on 
Long Island and the first in the team's 
twenty-five-year history. In a contest 
that consisted of two extraordinarily 
skilled soccer teams. Port was outscored 
2-1. However, they still came away from 
the game a smarter and tougher team 
than their opponents. 

Going into their first round match-up 
against the sixth seed Syosset, who went 
into the game with a 10-1-1 record in 
Conference I I , Port had their work cut 
out for them. Even though the team's 
16-0 record is impressive, the Lady 

Sophomore Erin Betsch plays tough 
a Syosset player during a game that 

nated by great defense. 

•Vikings' victories came in Conference V, 
which is not as difficult as Conference I I . 
However, this fact does not make Port's 
record any less impressive. 

The first round playoff game between 
Syosset and Port Washington was 
exciting from the opening minutes. 
Excellent defense dominated the first 
half, as the two teams went into halftime 
deadlocked at zero. To begin the second 
half, Syosset opened up to an early 1-0 
lead. However, Port responded quickly 
with a goal by junior Maggie Spreitzer 
with an assist from sophomore Filiz 
Kipcakli. With a score of 1-1 when time 
was called, the game went into double 
overtime, sudden death. With thirty-
three seconds remaining in the first part 
of the double overtime, Syosset put a shot 
in the back of the net to win the game. 
Coach Stephanie Joannon commented 
on the game stating, " I t was such a 
well-played game and I'm most excited 
about the effort put into the game, and , 
how we played so well against a very 

, , solid Syosset Braves 
team. We came out and 
really showed that we 
coxild compete and that 
we belonged where we 
were, especially in double 
overtime, sudden death. 
When you look back on i t , 
we really did our school 
proud." 

The Lady Wdngs are 
led by senior captains 
Nicole Cavallaro, Halsey 
Diakow, Valerie Faure, 
and Emily Hansen. Due 
to a sprained ankle that 
occurred in practice 
earlier in the week, 
Diakow was forced to miss 
the game against Syosset. 
She commented, "For me 
it was disappointing to 
not be able to play, but 
I think the girls worked 
extremely hard. I t was 
what we worked for edl 
season. The girls gave i t 
their all and yes, i t was 

a heartbreaker, 
but in the end we 
won't remember 
who made what 
mistakes, we wil l 
remember the 
people and the 
experience as a 
whole." 

Kipcakli greatly 
contributed to 
the Lady Vikings' 
powerful offense 
throughout 
course of 
season as 
number one 
scorer. She 

the 
the 
the 

goal 
had 

thirty-two goals. 
Second on that Senior captain Emily Hansen looks to pass the ball up 
list was Cavallaro field, while sophomore Emiyn Diakow runs up field to 
with eight help her teammates. 
goals, followed 

defense on 
was domi-

by Spreitzer with six. Goal keeper 
sophomore Angela Matinale, who had 
22 saves in the playoff game agEiinst 
Syosset, finished the season with a total 
of 173 saves. Junior Caitlin Fitzpatrick, 
who could not finish the season because 
of a shoulder injury, added seven saves. 

" I think the team has an extremely 
promising future with all the talent that 
is coming up and that wi l l be returning 
next year," said Diakow. The team's 
youth rehes on its many sophomores and 
solo freshman, Emily Thrope. 

Without a doubt, the Lady \^kings 
had an excellent and memorable season, 
finishing with an overall record of 16-1. 
Before entering the postseason, they 
were Long Island's only undefeated 
and imtied team. They learned much 
through their playing and gained a 
tremendous amount of experience. 

Aside from the team having an 
amazing record, some of the members 
earned many awards for their 
outstanding play. Kipcakli was the only 
member to make Al l County; Matinale 
was the only member who won Al l Class 
AA; Hansen won Al l Conference as did 
sophomore Lauren Brown and freshman 
Thrope. Also among the awards was 

Coach of the Year for Conference V, 
which went to Coach Joannon. Halsey 
Diakow was the only recipient of a 
scholar athlete award. 

The girls wil l now prepare for next 
year's season as they wil l face new 
and tougher opponents because they 
have moved up to Conference FV from 
their previous position in Conference 
V. Regarding the Lady Vikings' overall 
season, Coach Joannon commented, " I t 
was an awesome, special season." 

Coach Stephanie Joannon gives her team a pre-game pep talk. 

Sophomore Filiz Kipcakli attempts 
to steal the ball from a Syosset 
player during a strong defensive 

effort by both teams. 

Lady Uikings' Soccer 2884 Leaders 

Goals Scored 

Name Number 

1) Filiz Kipcakli 32 

2) Nicole Cauallaro 8 

3) Maggie Spreitzer 4 

3) Lauren Broiun 4 

5) Emily Hansen 3 

6) Joanne Herz 2 

6) Michelle Doscas 2 

Rssists 
1) Maggie Spreitzer 18 

2) Lauren Brouin 7 

3) Kim Flores 6 

4) Filiz Kipcakli 5 

5) Emily Hansen 5 

6) Sarah LUeiss 3 

7) 6 tied uiith 2 

8) 3 tied with 1 

A l l Photos by David Baer 

i « « i ' 
i i in i i i i iH i iH 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
From the Advisers: 

Ordinarily, we do not believe in con-
tributing our views to The Schreiber Times 
because our role as faculty advisers has 
always been, and wil l remain after this 
issue, entirely "behind the scenes." How-
ever, when students read Ryan Winters' 
opinions piece "The GSA Shows its True 
Colors: What Tolerance Really Means" in 
the November 18 issue of Common Sense, 
their reaction was a combination of outrage 
and profound grief unlike any we had ever 
seen in our combined 15 years in the teach-
ing profession. Our students look to us, the 
faculty and administration, to teach, to guide, 
and to create a safe space in which they 
can learn and grow, and they looked to The 
Schreiber Times as a forum for expressing 
their sadness and anger. This special insert 
to the November 24 issue of The Times 
is our attempt to create a meaningful and 
productive learning experience from what 
began as a hurtful, divisive, and, we would 
suggest, shameful moment in the history of 
Schreiber's student publications. We hope 
that this will be a step toward restoring our 
students" faith in their faculty and admin-
istrators as trustworthy, thoughtful, caring 
guardians for both their minds and hearts. 
We further hope that this insert wil l help 
mend our school community's broken faith 
in the power and value of school journalism, 
and we will continue to keep the channels of 
free expression open to all students. 

~ Anne Pellett and Evelina Zarkh 

To the Editor: 
When I first read "The GSA Shows its 

True Colors: What Tolerance Really Means" 
by Ryan Winters, it was two days before the 
paper. Common Sense, was released. Initially. I 
was shocked. I could not believe anyone would 
ever write something like that, expressing their 
views in such a hateful manner and tone. I took 

the article as a personal attack on myself, my 
previous article and the GSA in general. I thought 
the whole situation with the H itier posters could 
not have gotten any worse, but I was wrong. 

I would like to respond in depth to Mr. 
Winter's false accusations and attacks on the 
GSA and myself. Most of what was written in 
the article was nothing more than speculation 
that the author (treated in order to build contro-
versy and put attention on himself. The GSA 
was never intolerant toward anti-homosexuals 
as Mr. Winters so claimed. The only thing the 
GSA. along with many other students and the 
administration, were intolerant toward was the 
GSA posters being vandalized and replaced by 
"Hitler was gay" and "Hitler = Fag" posters 
bearing Hitler's likeness. Two of the posters 
even bore swastikas. Now, being this is a public 
school and the last time I checked not an outlet for 
neo-fascism, I would expect most people would 
be intolerant toward posters such as those. 

Mr Winters' entire article was a series of false 
attacks, one after another, completely based on 
his own fractious ideas. Having never come to 
speak with any member of the GSA, on what 
basis can he justify imputing that "The GSA 
does not believe in tolerance. For them, ydu are 
only tolerant i f you agree with their views"? 

In his article, he states, "But what did the 
GSA do when they saw this sign hanging on the 
wall, this sign that defied their views, that was 
completely contrary to everything they stood 
for? They (gasp) tore it down! Looks like we 
have a couple of hypocrites on our hands." Mr. 
Winters chose not to rely on sol id facts about the 
entire incident that occurred with said posters. 
Firstly, there was more than one poster; there 
were a myriad of posters which were strategi-
cally hung on top of GSA posters and in places 
where it would be difficult for one to take them 
down. Secondly, students and faculty alike took 
down these posters because they are against 
school policy. 

Mr. Winters accused the GSA of disliking 

the posters, being hypocritical and ripping them 
down when they were not allowed to be up in the 
first place. The GSAand everyone else had every 
right to take them down. The posters were not 
created by and for a club affiliated with Schreiber 
They were created by a student, or a group of 
students who thought it would be amusing. The 
posters did not get approved in any way by Mr. 
Lewis and they were severely insulting on so 
many different levels to all types of students. Had 
a club expressing anti-gay beliefs had posters 
approved and put up like any other club, there 
would not have been an issue and the GSA would 
not have ripped them down. 

Contrary to what Mr. Winters believes, the 
GSA is not a group of hypocrites and neither am 
I . I am fully aware of homophobic people and 
the fact that they have the right to their beliefs. 
I am capable of speaking with any homophobic 
person in a mature and calm matter; discussing 
their beliefs and telling them my own. 

My article was not an attack on homophobic 
people and in no way did the GSA claim to be 
the "beacon of tolerance"; in fact I do believe it 
was Mr. Winters who said that. In his article, he 
claims "I 'm tolerant," and " I have more tolerance 
in my whole body than they and "Conor Oberst,' 
whoever that is, have in one little finger" and 
he so clearly shows his tolerance in statements 
such as " I f I 'm going to have to tolerate your 
disgusting kissing, then you're going to have 
to tolerate my disgusting calling you a faggot. 
Otherwise, just keep your kissing behind closed 
doors, and then everyone is happy." What Mr. 
Winters believes is tolerance is keeping things 
"behind closed doors" and as long as he doesn't 
have to see it, it's fine with him. Is this really 
tolerance? 

The dictionary definition of tolerance is "the 
capacity for or the practice of recognizing and 
respecting the beliefs or practices of others." 
How can Mr. Winters possibly be considered 
tolerant in any way i f he cannot even look at 
homosexual couples without calling them fag-

with homosexuality. Rather the GSA encour-
ages gay individuals to feel comfortable 
enough in their surroundings to feel proud of 
who they are. 

Any reasonable person understands that 
tolerance is not a blank check, any more 
than freedom is. Tolerance does not include 
embracing hateful rhetoric and verbal abuse 
any more than it allows people the freedom 
to physically abuse someone with whom they 
do not agree. Where is the line between what 
is considered free speech and what is speech 
that could escalate to a hate crime? 

Winters has opinions that others may share, 
and while it may be interesting to discuss the role 
of free speech, there is a ditTerence between hate 
speech and free speech, especially in schools. Of 
all places, it is in a school that this line should 
be clear and instructive. As student journalists, 
we have the privilege and the responsibility to 
uphold the trust given to us by our readership to 
report accurately and respect the First Amend-
ment. As students, we count on our administra-
tion and teachers to hold such standards. 

gots and feeling "the vomit rising in the back 
of my throat—a deep sickness that begins in 
my stomach and penetrates through to my 
very heart"? Statements like that only show 
ignorance. Tolerance involves respect and Mr. 
Winters clearly has no respect for non-hetero-
sexuals in any way, shape, or form. 

In my article, I never discussed the issue of 
homosexual public displays of affection, but 
I wil l address it now. I f heterosexual couples 
can show as many public displays of affection 
without any complaint or verbal aggressions 
from bisexual and homosexual couples, then 
why shouldn't bisexual and homosexual couples 
be given that same right? Mr Winters cannot 
even give homosexuals and bisexuals the same 
respect that they would give to him i f they saw 
him all over his significant other. 

When Mr. Winters wrote, " I f we lived in 
the Deep South in the 1940s, then any student 
who put up a sign in a public school arguing that 
homosexuality is okay would surely be expelled" 
and argued against how "the tables have turned" 
it really made me wonder. Would Mr Winters 
prefer the Deep South in the 1940s? Is that a 
suggestion? The Deep South in the 1940s was a 
place where African Americans could not even 
go to the same school, receive the same rights 
and treatment as Caucasian students, a time 
when there was so much hatred and prejudice 
that unless one was a white Protestant male, one 
would be a prodigious minority. The fact is we 
do not live in the Deep South in the 1940s, as 
much as Mr Winters might wish we did. He 
had no right in comparing the North, New York 
in the 21st century, to the Deep South in the 
1940s. We are in what is considered one of the 
most liberal places in America and sixty years 
have gone by, so clearly the tables have turned. 
Times are changing and things have improved 
and hopefully wil l continue to improve for all 
people. 

~ Rachel Imhof, 11 

On January 13, 1988, the Supreme Court 
of the United States ruled in the case of 
Hazelwood School District v. Kuhlmeier that 
schools are allowed to censor material from 
school-sponsored student publications, includ-
ing underground and alternative publications, 
i f there is "reasonable educational justification 
for its censorship," including prejudice, vulgar-
ity, or profanity. Therefore, when the Schreiber 
administration viewed Common Seme before its 
distribution, they had the right, and many would 
argue the justification, to prevent the newspaper 
from reaching the student body. 

Our response is not about the issue of gay 
rights or the gay lifestyle; it is about respect, 
and it is about what is appropriate in an edu-
cational environment. We should be mature 
enough to engage in respectful conversations 
with all our peers, whether the subject is con-
troversial or not. There is no place for hate 
speech in a school. Is it not the hallmark of a 
civilized society that we know when to exer-
cise control over our impulses for revenge, 
anger, and doing harm in our community? 

EDITORIAl 
The Schreiber Times is dedicated to 

offering the Schreiber community a forum 
for civil discourse. After the distribution of 
Common Sense last Thursday. November 18. 
the advisors and editors of The Times were 
flooded with requests to respond to the article 
entitled, "The GSA Shows Its True Colors: 
What Tolerance Really Means." As student 
journalists, we at The Schreiber Times would 
like to respond by focusing on the issue of 
journalistic integrity. 

Our mission as a school publication is 
to provide an atmosphere where meaningful 
exchanges between those holding different 
opinions can occur. We are here to report 
the news, and to give the student body a 
voice and a public forum. We value students 
expressing their opinions and writing about 
controversial issues. We have an opinions 
section, we encourage thoughtful arguments 
with our point-counterpoint tradition, and 
we believe it is the responsibility of any 
school publication, as well as any publica-
tion approved for distribution in the school, 
to handle controversy in a manner that values 
and protects everyone in our community. 
The school should not support publication of 
anything that encourages intolerance, or is 
counterproductive to the work of Schreiber 
students endeavoring to promote compassion 
and acceptance among their peers. 

We are lucky at The Schreiber Times that 
we do not have to submit to the practice of 
"prior review," that is, that the administration 
does not sit with our publication before it is 
printed and edit it. We do, however, practice 
an internal form of this—we check ourselves. 
There is a difference between a substanti-

ated, well-developed argument and an angry, 
inflammatory piece. This is not censorship. 
Rather, we are ensuring that only journalism 
that meets our high standards is published in 
the paper that bears our school's name. 

Common Sense states on the back of 
the last page of the publication that "Inane, 
poorly written, intentionally inflamma-
tory and/or defaming opinions wil l not be 
printed." Readers can draw their own conclu-
sions as to whether the article in question 
breaks any of these promises to its readership. 
The by-line of Winters' article—"Submitted 
by" rather than "By"—seems to suggest that 
the author did not, in fact, write this article. 
This is the equivalent of attributing an article 
to "anonymous," which is against the prac-
tices of newspapers, especially with opinions 
pieces. Writing "submitted by" does not 
make the content any less hurtful and should 
not shield the author or the publication in any 
way from their responsibility to take owner-
ship for their accuracy or their opinions. 

The premise for Winters" article is that 
the GSA took down derogatory signs that 
mocked their campaign to acknowledge 
famous homosexuals. In fact, it was not an 
organized etTort by the club. Members of 
the administration are reported to have taken 
some signs down, and teachers and students 
not involved with the GSA took down signs 
simply because they were offensive and inap-
propriate. 

Nevertheless, the author tries to prove that 
the alleged "actions" of the GSA are intoler-
ant of the views of those against homosexu-
ality. There is no evidence that the GSA is 
trying to marginalize those who do not agree 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
To the Editor: 
As a teacher, 1 am somewhat reluctant to 

respond publicly to Ryan Winters' now-infamous 
article in the most recent issue of Common Sense. 
Since Ryan seems to be so troubled by the pos-
sibility that other people are try ing to impose their 
views on him, to the extent that being a teacher 
puts me in a position of authority, I would want 
to resist reinforcing that perception. Still, since 
several people—students and teachers among 
them—have asked about my views and encour-
aged me to share them in these pages, I will take 
this opportunity to raise a few questions. 

To start, I simply want to ask, what is the 
purpose of Ryan's article? After re-reading 
several times, I am still somewhat confused 
about the central statement of his piece, and 
its targets. He voices outrage over the fact that 
the Hitler/"Staying In Day" signs were taken 
down. Then he scoffs at anyone who didn't 
appreciate the Hitler signs as sophisticated and 
subtle "satire." Then he suggests some sort of 
conspiracy between GSAand the Assistant Prin-
cipals ("they will attempt to get you punished by 
the administration"). Later, he airs his revulsion 
at the sight of affection between gay couples, 
and finally he laments the recent changes in the 
institution of marriage. It's hard for many of us 
to decide how to respond when we are unsure 
whether the issue at stake is the matter of free 
speech in a public school, the distinction between 
free speech and hate speech, the existence of 
gay relationships, the possibility of accidentally 
catching a glimpse of a same-sex kiss, or the 
possibility of gay marriages being recognized 
by the state. It's also hard to know whether 
Ryan's target is Rachel Imhof, the GSA, the 
school administration, anyone who objected to 
the Hitler signs, anyone gay, or anyone who wants 
to see our country extend equality to everyone, 
regardless of sexual orientation. 

Immediately after the appearance of this 
article last Tuesday (in proof form), several dis-
turbing rumors began to circulate. One concerned 
the suggestion that Ryan's article was "a good 
way to get a conversation going." My reply was 
brief "What conversation?" Again, because the 
objections raised, the beliefs asserted, and the 
groups concerned are so muddled, it's hard to 
know who is being invited to debate and on what 
issue. Meanwhile, because so many insults are 
hurled so broadly, it's easy for almost everyone 
to feel offended. 

I have already traced the tangle of nega-
tive messages in Ryan's article, and I am rather 
puzzled by the sole positive example of any-
thing that he cites. What's so great about "the 
Deep South in the 1940s"? When I think of the 
Deep South in the 1940s, I see burning crosses, 
lynchings, segregated schools, great swathes of 
suppressed voters, and countless other atroci-
ties. Naturally, the impossibility of interracial 
marriages in that time and place also crosses my 
mind. Yet, Ryan holds up "the Deep South in 
the 1940s" as a place where the "tables might be 
fairly turned." Should I overlook all the racial 
insinuations that the suggestion carries? Why 
would anyone ever hold up this time and place 
as a paragon of justice? 

The Civil Rights Movement is not the only 
puzzling historical oversight in Ryan's com-
mentary. What about the women's movement, 
divorce, birth control, blended families, and 
everything else that has transformed the institu-
tion of marriage over the past two generations? If 
anyone is upset about the dissolution of whatever 
marriage used to be, he or she would have to 
acknowledge that openly gay couples are not the 
sole cause. Meanwhile, there is no denying that 
things have changed, and (pardon the irresistible 
cliche) there is no way to roll back time. 

Also, speaking of an unwillingness to accept 
reality, it might be worth asking, why hasn't 
Ryan interrogated himself about the uneasiness 
he feels when it comes to gay couples? I pose this 
question simply because I believe it's the duty 
of everyone who is part of a cultural mainstream 
when confronting a member of a marginalized 
group—a necessary part of interacting with 
anyone who could be perceived as "other," 
whether it's sexuality, skin color, language, 
religion, age, health, or economic status that 
signals the difference. Discomfort is often part 
of learning and part of growth. Overcoming it 
brings immeasurable rewards (such as greater 
justice in our society and a more peacefiil world). 
So why does Ryan feel it's more important to 
injure and offend hundreds of people than it is 
to look inside himself and question whatever 
he finds there? Why does he blithely cave into 
his most primal instincts ("the vomit rising in 
the back of my throat") rather than using his 
powers of reason to examine the social and 
cultural forces that shaped them? Maybe my 
expectations are too high, but I think he owes 

all his readers an assurance that something more 
than "vomit" and "a stomach ache" has informed 
his verbal slaughter. 

- M s . Sara Brock, English teacher 
To the Editor: 
When I first read Ryan Winters' article last 

Tuesday, I was outraged. Not only did I feel 
personally attacked as GS A's co-president, I also 
felt that it was wrOng for such a hateftil piece of 
writing to be published in a school publication. 
Seeking to discover if it was even permitted 
for this article to be distributed, and if so, how, 
considering the article was sure to huri and upset 
scores of students, I brought the article in to Mr. 
Lewis and voiced my opinion. 

On the way, I bumped into Mr. Andersen, 
who knew that I was upset, and why. He cited 
free speech and First Amendment rights, and told 
me that the whole thing would come back to help 
the GSA in the long run, as if that excused or 
explained the hateful nature of the article. 

Unfortunately, when I went to speak with Mr. 
Lewis, I received much of the same response. Mr 
Lewis said that Common Sense had the right to 
publish whatever it wanted, and that there was 
nothing he could do. 

These faculty members seemed to bejustily-
ing the article. Keep in mind, this was Tuesday, 
before the paper had even been released. Both 
Mr. Andersen and Mr. Lewis had the opportunity 
- and the right - to stop the publication of the 
article - not for the sake of ignoring or repress-
ing a student's viewpoint, but to prevent the 
emotional pain that many, many students are 
currently feeling. 

At this point, the issue is no longer intoler-
ance in our school. The issue is the hate speech 
that was published in a school publication and 
signed off on by two adults who were asked to 
halt the distribution of such scarring language, 
and who refiised. While Ryan's article can by 
no means be justified, it is not he who is in 
the wrong as much as those adults that knew 
about the article beforehand, and anticipated 
the hurt, and allowed the hurt to happen, that 
should be held responsible for the outrage we 
are all feeling. 

-Hannah McCorkel, 12 
To the Editor: 
Thank you for generating the time and inter-

est to read this special addition to The Schreiber 
Times. Asa member of the Schreiber community, 
a teacher of some of its students, and an advisor 
to the GSA, I would like to thank The Schreiber 
Times for this opportunity. 

Regardless of how you may have reacted to 
Ryan Winters' letter, "The GSA Shows its True 
Colors: What Tolerance Really Means," recently 
published in Common Sense, I think it's impor-
tant to applaud Common Sense for the niche it 
is filling in the school. I hope the Schreiber 
community will continue to read, digest, and 
critically consider the issues presented by these 
thoughtfijl and articulate individuals. 

I am less impressed by Winters' particular 
article on the GSA, but I whole-heartedly sup-
port his right to form and publicly state his 
own opinions. There is a deep-rooted sense of 
personal values I hold, which informs much of 
what I do, that I am intentionally choosing to 
suppress by not addressing all of his statements 
with which I disagree. Rather, I think it was 
right and good of him to question the legitimacy 
of certain GSA members' decision to take down 
the posters of which he speaks. It was, in fact, 
a reaction (yes, a reaction, and perhaps not as 
well-planned as it might have been), but not, in 
my opinion, to the opinions expressed by the 
posters as much as to the concem over the mim-
icking of the posters the GSA had distributed. 
(On a more personal note, I feel there is a big 
difference between the GSA's posters, which 
intended to seek acceptance of homosexuality, 
and the posters of Hitler, which perpetuated an 
almost sinister and hateftil rhetoric). 

Having said that, I think there is a much 
greater issue that needs to be addressed, both 
within our school community and within our 
society at large: and that is the issue of tolerance. 
Winters so perfectly articulated and illustrated 
the very heart of the conflict I have with the word 
"tolerance." It is a problematic term because, by 
its very nature, the word implies negativity, as 
expressed by Winters' willingness to "tolerate" 
headaches and annoying sounds. People are not 
headaches or annoying sounds. To assume we 
are being tolerant of something as long as we 
don't have to see it or deal with it or allow it to 
challenge us is not my personal perception of the 
intentions of the gay community and its allies 
when they co-opted the term so many years ago. 
It was meant to unify people and to challenge 
them, not to excuse them for their deep-rooted, 
though not physically manifested, prejudices. 

The GSA is not asking people to agree with its 
views. Rather, it is trying to challenge people's 
views, in the same way that Common Sense is. 
Perhaps we are limited by our forum (i.e. hanging 
fliers around the school), and would be better-
served by more intensive writings on the matter 
(which is what Rachel [Imhof] was attempting 
to do). Since we began meeting this year, the 
GSA has been generating many conversations 
on how we might foster our communications 
with the public. We recognize there is work to 
be done. And we invite anyone (including Ryan 
Winters) who wishes to enter this dialogue to 
join us at our weekly meetings. 

But I would like to extend a more personal 
invitation to all of us to reconsider the narrow 
definition presented in the dictionary of the word 
"tolerance." Whether we are considering the 
military, or the government, or the institution 
of marriage, these things were all invented by 
people, for people, and they have, for far too 
long, tried to force a carefiilly prescribed and 
exclusive view down all of our throats. "It" is 
not any one person's institution; it belongs to 
us all. We must all be more willing to create 
a dialogue that is inclusive, even provocative, 
but certainly not defeating and divisive. If two 
heterosexual people encounter a gay couple in an 
embrace, and one accepts it, and the other feels 
a deep disgust, neither may outwardly respond. 
However, it is difficult for me to believe that 
both have internalized the spirit of "tolerance." 
Perhaps that is why I find the term problematic. 
It is my opinion that there is no ontological dis-
tinction between our personal values and how 
we live in this world. For many people, the 
lenience that Winters' and countless others' 
idea of "tolerance" projects has distorted their 
ability to live freely as they choose, to stake a 
personal foothold in our institutions. Perhaps, 
then, we should work not towards tolerance as 
a goal, but rather acceptance. 

- M s . Julia Brandt, GSA Faculty Advisor 
To the Editor: 
Thursday morning, November 18, 2004, I 

walked down the halls to witness several students 
yelling at another student with a pile of Common 
Sense issues cradled in his arms. I remember 
wondering why the students were so outraged. 
As I entered my first period class and sat down to 
read the controversial article, "The GSA Shows 
its True Colors: What Tolerance Really Means," 
submitted by Ryan Winters, my eyes widened 
at disbelief I then looked around the room at 
a student in my class who had been an active 
member of the Gay/Straight Alliance, and my 
heart broke. I saw tears running down her face, 
with her head bent down and I thought, was it 
worth it? Was it worth it for the author to make 
a statement about tolerance at the cost of the 
comfort and happiness of other students? While 
the author may have been trying to bring to life 
the attitude of several Americans throughout 
the country, his attempt used a derogatory term 
towards gay people. I find it interesting that he 
chose gay people as a target and not another 
minority group such as Jews or Blacks. Pos-
sibly because harassment towards Jewish and 
Black people have already been addressed on 
a political level, unlike gay rights. 

Although schools have the responsibility of 
teaching students about the worid outside of the 
classroom, the school must pursue this objective 
in a constructive manner that does not alienate 
students. While some argue that the author had 
the right to print this article because of the first 
amendment, this right is not absolute due to 
the Supreme Court ruling of HazelwoodSchool 
District vs. Kuhlmeier in 1988. By using such a 
derogatory term as was used in the article, several 
students at Schreiber felt targeted and saddened 
by the reading of the article. However, Schreiber 
Principal Lewis did not choose to censor this 
article although he had the chance. 

Public education was created to provide 
equal opportunities for all students regardless. 
While we know that public education has not 
always been equal for all, we have made great 
strides to change the system and continue to do 
so today. The United States government has 
always used public schools to promote change by 
creating a safe ground for all students to discover 
who they are and learn in a safe environment. 
During the Civil Rights Movement, the Supreme 
Court desegregated public schools in the ruling 
of Brown vs. Board of Education of Topeka 
(1954) and set the country in a new direction 
towards greater equality despite great opposition 
from Americans throughout the nation. They 
chose to start with the new generation through 
the public school system. Public schools hold 
the responsibility of producing a smarter genera-
tion that questions the reasons for intolerance 
and becomes more accepting through greater 

knowledge. While all students do not have an 
obligation to agree with homosexuality they 
must respect homosexual students by refrain-
ing from using hurtful remarks and derogatory 
terms. While students may not yet be mature 
enough to always make appropriate decisions, 
school officials must exercise proper authority 
when necessary. The fine line between freedom 
of speech and students' rights is a balance that 
must be protected. 

-Elizabeth Pomerantz, 12 
To the Editor: 
The First Amendment to the United States 

Constitution protects the right of its citizens to 
exercise free speech. In relation to that, George 
Bernard Shaw, winner of the Nobel Prize for 
Literature once stated, "Liberty means responsi-
bility." With the liberty of free speech, comes the 
responsibility to use it in a dignified and ethical 
manner. Unfortunately, a recent article appearing 
in a student publication. Common Sense, did not 
heed such standards and was consequently suc-
cessful in nothing but creating controversy and 
instilling resentment in the student body. 

The article, "The GSA (Gay Straight Alli-
ance) Shows its True Colors: What Tolerance 
Really Means," submitted by Ryan Winters, 
dissects the premise that, "The GSA doesn't 
believe in tolerance." The author considers the 
ludicrous notion that the GSA, claiming to be a 
club founded on the principles of tolerance and 
equality, are actually facilitating intolerance by 
acting out homophobia. 

The article mentions an incident in which a 
sardonic poster parodying the "National Coming 
Out Day" posters of the GSA read, "Nat ion^ 
Staying In Day" below a picture of Adolf Hitler. 
Members of the GSA hypocritically, the article 
implies, tore it down. How can the GSA preach 
tolerance when clearly, it does not practice it? 
Their hypocritical actions reflect their bigoted 
attitude toward someone who was merely "airing 
an opinion," that is protected by the First Amend-
ment. What right does the organization have to 
tear down a poster that was only using Hitler to 
advocate tolerance for dissenting beliefs? Surely 
it could not have had anything to do with the 
fact that the poster connected homosexuals 
with the person most loathed by the public, 
whom most of the worid agrees is the epitome 
of intolerance. Surely that was not justification 
for their outrage. 

Tolerance is defined by the American Heri-
tage dictionary as, "The capacity for or the prac-
tice of recognizing and respecting the beliefs or 
practices of others." By tearing down a hateful 
poster, the Gay Straight Alliance was being intol-
erant of intolerance, and if you learned anything 
from our freshman studies English class, you 
should remember that two negatives make a 
positive. By decrying repulsive propaganda, the 
Gay/Straight Alliance was attempting to ensure 
acomfortableenvironmentforallofSchreiber's 
student body. The poster was not aimed to make 
homophobic students feel comfortable, but to 
make homosexual students feel uncomfortable, 
and that is what is fundamentally flawed with 
the author's argument. 

To publish an article like the one which 
appeared in Common Sense, is not only a 
huge journalistic mistake, but it is arrogant 
and uncompassionate of the staff to do such a 
thing. The ideas in that article may have seemed 
intelligent and logical at first glance, but unlike 
that article, intelligence and logic are not at the 
core of this issue. Theoretical philosophical ideas 
cannot be applied to an issue that has a direct 
emotional effect on members of the Schreiber 
student body. How dare the author and editor of 
that article have so much arrogance? As human 
beings, every student at Schreiber is entitled 
to the same amount of respect. Common Sense 
hit low journalistic ethics as well as human 
compassion in their abuse of this fragile issue 
to "test the limits of free speech" in a shallow, 
shallow attempt to create controversy and draw 
attention to themselves. 

If the homophobic portion of the student 
body feels the need to voice its distaste with the 
matter, it has every right to do so in a tasteful 
manner, appropriate for a school environment. 
Allowing for anyone to voice an opinion that 
degrades another portion of the students is tact-
less, and the author of this article was undoubt-
edly conscious of that fact. Although his central 
argument may, at some time, have held some 
potential validity, it is clouded by a sea of insults 
and insinuations, which convey nothing but his 
lust for controversy. 

~ Miranda Tomic, 12 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
To the Editor: 
As everyone has undoubtedly noticed, 

Ryan Winters' article (The GSA Shows its True 
Colors: What Tolerance Really Means) in the 
latest issue of Common Sense has caused quite 
a stir. It troubled me greatly to think that some 
people actually believed that Mr. Winters had 
a valid point in his article. Although I was not 
surprised at the amount of attention that the 
article received, I was surprised at the number 
of people who said it should have been censored 
or never have been published at all. 

It appeared to me that Mr. Winters' article 
was just a cry for attention and had no legitimate 
argument. I cannot understand why he would 
put up posters without permission mocking the 
GSA's attempt to promote their views on the 
issue of homosexuality, and then turn around 
and write an article complaining about how they 
took them down. Despite Common Sense s state-
ment that "Inane, pooriy written, intentionally 
inflammatory, and/or defaming opinions wi l l 
not be printed," I found Mr. Winters' article to 
be very inflammatory, and from what he had 
told me, he wrote it with the sole purpose of it 
intentionally being that way. He used words 
that many, including myself, consider to be 
extremely hateful and unnecessary to the point 
he was tiying to make. 

But no matter how immature, nonsensi-
cal, or inappropriate his article was seen by 
people, Mr. Winters still deserved the right to 
be published. 

We go to a school where students like Greg 
Ormont can be punished for presenting a humor-
ous rendition of the 'Pledge of Allegiance.' We 
see the FCC cracking down on what the right 
wing calls "indecency." People like Jim Taricani, 
a news reporter from Rhode Island who chose 
not to release his sources about a case involv-
ing corruption within the government, are being 
thrown in jail because they are exercising their 
First Amendment rights even within the limits 
of the law. These are examples of outrageous 
incidents in which higher authorities have gone 
too far in taking away other Americans' basic 
rights. While such things are going on in the 
world, I would think that people, especially in 
our school, would be more welcoming of differ-
ent opinions and controversial ways of people 
expressing them. 

Everything is based on perspective. What 
I may find to be absolutely splendid may be 
incredibly horrid to another. When I voice my 
support for a woman's right to choose, an ultra 
conservative may see that as hate speech against 
the Bible. When I see someone use derogatory 
words against homosexuals, I see that as hate 
speech opposing what I believe. It is these differ-
ent opinions that we all have that make a forum 
like Common Sense or The Schreiber Times a 
great place for students to voice their opinion, 
in any way they feel is appropriate. 

I can recall a recent article proposing a hypo-
thetical scenario in which a bunch of students 
run off to have an orgy. I think using an orgy to 
make a point is unnecessary, as I 'm sure many 
others do, but I don't think that the writer needs 
to rethink how they present their opinion based 
on the fact that it is immature or that it may 
offend someone. In today's culture, it's hard 
not to offend anyone with something written or 
said. And while people can go about tiptoeing 
around their language, being as politically cor-
rect as they can in order to make a point, people 
also deserve to express their beliefs in what they 
think is an appropriate manner, regardless of 
what other people may think. My point is that 
people need to understand, whenever they see 
something they don't like, they need to voice 
their opinion in response or do nothing at all, 
and not try to prevent the other one from being 
aired. 

Who's to decide what is inappropriate for a 
high school newspaper? The real world is not so 
rigidly censored and anyone who thinks that our 
"impressionable" young minds wi l l be subject 
to Mr. Winters' article is wrong in that assump-
tion. The student body is not ignorant. We can 
tell right from wrong. And while it is true that 
we are still growing and still learning about the 
worid around us, to silence others' opinions that 
are different from our own is a mistake. 

In the real world, offensive nonsense is 
published all the time. And while I believe that 
printing hateful messages with the sole purpose 
of causing a controversy and not fiilly believ-
ing in what you write may be a tasteless act, i f 
that's what you think is the best way to have 
your message heard, so be it. The best way to 
deal with a problem such as this is to not to take 
away another's right to voice an opinion, but to 
voice your own in educating others as to why a 
certain opinion is wrong, lacks substance, orwhy 
certain language is hateful. I think it is better 

that the students of Schreiber leam how some 
of the ignorant in the real worid think and how 
to deal with them now, than be slapped in the 
face by reality at a later date. It's better to prove 
such hatred wrong, and expose the stupidity of 
those who hate, than to allow them the pleasure 
of seeing us hurt or upset. Ignorance is a plague 
upon society, and it is ourjob as educated human 
beings to try and cure it. 

I f tolerance means that everyone should keep 
their opinions to themselves, then maybe, just 
maybe, a little intolerance could be healthy. 

-Wil l iam Foster Lee, 12 
To the Editor: 
Recently, the Schreiber staff and student 

body have been galvanized by the contro-
versial article submitted by Ryan Winters to 
Common Sense. As I watched the reaction of 
outraged classmates and teachers alike to this 
article I realized that the issue of homosexuality 
is perhaps more important in our school than 
in others thanks to the progress made by the 
Gay/Straight Alliance. The GSA works hard 
to make the school a safe environment for gay 
and lesbian students; however, it does not ask 
that anyone agree with its beliefs. There is a 
big difference between asking for tolerance and 
asking for approval. 

Instead of criticizing the GSA's beliefs and 
perhaps their concept of intolerance, the article 
soon became a tirade against homosexuality and 
gay marriage, as well as its proponents. I f you 
do not approve, you have the right to do so and 
thanks to the First Amendment you even have 
the right to say so. My question is, why does 
it have to be done in such a crude and insulting 
manner? I thought that the concept of Win-
ters' article was interesting because it sought 
to show the idea of tolerance in a whole new 
light; however, as I continued to read. I found 
myself becoming nauseated at what I saw. I f 
you are going to make a logical argument as to 
why you disagree with someone's views you 
target those views, not the people themselves. 
This was a direct attack against gay and lesbian 
students in our school and therefore it lost its 
credibility as a valid argument. 

Whether or not the initial accusations spewed 
in the direction of the GSA are true, I think 
everyone needs to commend the effort of this 
program to help students feel comfortable with 
their sexuality despite the bigotry and homopho-
bia epitomized by Ryan Winters' article. No 
one can tell you that your beliefs are wrong, 
and I certainly am not going to try to do so. It 
is your right to decide whether or not you think 
homosexuality is amoral; however, this does not 
translate into the right to insult those who feel 
differently. Homosexuality is always going to 
be a part of our school careers and our lives, so 
for those of you who get that "deep sickness" 
in your stomachs just thinking about two men 
kissing, I suggest that you start carrying around 
some Pepto-Bismol. 

-Rebecca Kaye, 12 

To the Editor: 
I would like to respond to Ryan Winters' 

editorial, which articulates issues concerning 
homosexuality and tolerance. Although he may 
be correct in saying that it's nearly impossible 
to get people to "change their minds," I 'd like 
to give it a shot. At the very least, I 'd like 
to present an opinion contrary to his, one far 
more "tolerant" by most people's standards, to 
use his word. 

Winters questions the "tolerance" o f 
Schreiber's Gay/Straight Alliance. He calls 
the club members "hypocrites" for tearing 
down a sign that mocks gay people. They are 
practicing the same intolerance that they rally 
against, he writes. It seems obvious to me that 
this poster was a piece of hate literature, as it 
used one of the most despicable figures in history 
to disparage a school-sanctioned organization 
and an entire group of people. Hitler persecuted 
and executed gays; as such, the posting of the 
sign could even be considered a hate-crime as 
it is cleariy prejudicial and anti-gay. 

What i f someone posted a blatantly racist 
or anti-Semitic sign in our school? Would I be 
intolerant i f I tore it down? Disagreeing with 
someone's views does not necessitate deni-
grating them. With the freedoms we enjoy as 
Americans comes the responsibility to be toler-
ant. Doesn't a gay person have the right to walk 
down the street and feel safe? Shouldn't a gay 
Schreiber student have thai same right in our 
hallways? Call me "intolerant," but I don't think 
that blatantly hateful, offensive posters—against 
any group or individual—have a place in our 
school. I f I 'd seen the Hitler poster in question, 
I , too, would have torn it down in an instant. 

To me, what's most offensive are the com-
ments in the second half of Winters' piece. I 

was both saddened and angered to read that 
"homosexuality is disgusting, amoral, and 
goes against the laws of nature." He goes so 
far as to say that he finds himself physically sick 
at the sight of gay people kissing and that it is 
his right to call gay people derogatory names. 
I have to draw a parallel, yet again, to bashing 
other minorities here. How would we react i f 
the piece read," I can feel the vomit rising in the 
back of my throat.. .when I hear a Jew speaking 
Hebrew?" Why is any form ofhatred acceptable? 
The argument set forth in the article seems to be 
the very same justification offered by perpetra-
tors of hate crimes:" disgust me" and " I 
don't want to see " and "It's my right to 
express myself just as much as it's their right." 
(Fill in the blanks with any minority group name. 
You get the picture.) 

Winters continues to say that he'd prefer 
that gay people "just keep [their] kissing behind 
closed doors, and then everyone is happy." Keep-
ing gays in the closet may make Winters happy 
but not everyone. Our country is made up of all 
kinds of people, and people should feel free to 
express their identities and their cultural pride 
openly. I am not so naive to think that such 
self-expression is always easy; unfortunately, 
many Americans share the beliefs set forth in 
Winters' piece, as is evidenced by the banning of 
gay marriage in a host of states. But I still hope 
that students here at Schreiber are open-minded 
enough to know hatred when they see it. And 
whenever we're unsure about what constitutes 
tolerance, we need to look no further than the 
good old "Golden Rule"~"do unto others as 
you wish them do unto you." 

-Ms. Sari Schulman, English teacher 

To the Editor: 
Ignorant, immature, ill-informed, harsh. A l l 

of these words could be used to describe the 
actions of the select individuals who degraded 
the GSA and the message it sends. Being gay 
is a hard enough burden to bear; add to that the 
stress of being a teenager, with the pressures of 
school, parents, and extracurricular activities 
and you have an adolescent who is constantly 
overcoming obstacles in his/her day-to-day 
existence. 

The authors of this article argued that the 
GSA is not tolerant or understanding of anyone 
who disagrees with their stance. The GSA is 
not inherently offending anyone. They do not 
exclude anyone in their viewpoints or in their 
actions of their club. From the beginning of 
this country's formation, homosexuals have 
been persecuted, victimized and degraded. 
It's no wonder that some members of the GSA 
might appear slightly defensive and protective 
of their beliefs and lifestyles. They are waging 
an uphill battle against a society that only 
recently began recognizing them as "normal" 
individuals who should be treated equally. They 
have to constantly defend themselves against 
uninformed individuals who don't understand, 
or who don't wish to understand their lifestyle. 
Although it would be nice to believe that these 
negative attitudes toward the gay community 
would have subsided by this point in American 
history, several Schreiber students have made it 
clear that these hatefiil beliefs live on. 

The writers of what I believe to be an 
extremely offensive article argued that they 
are allowed to put forth any comments they 
wish, due to their First Amendment rights. 
However, I would like to inform these persons 
that throughout life there are going to be many 
things that they don't agree with, or believe to 
be "disgusting" and "sinfiil." People who may 
be considered disturbing or troubling wil l always 
exist. Individuals whom you don't agree with 
are not going to change their lifestyles simply 
because you don't agree with them. Gays and 
lesbians across this nation have been fighting 
for years against discrimination and I am posi-
tively certain that a single, uneducated article 
in a school newspaper wi l l not have any affect 
on how they live their lives. Gay and lesbian 
adolescents across the nation have been dem-
onstrating for years that they are a united group 
of strong individuals with a sturdy supportive 
base, who can hit back any curve ball that this 
society might send their way. 

-Alexandra Smith, Class of 2004 
To the Editor: 
Recently our school experienced a great deal 

of controversy concerning an article published in 
Common Sense, by the name, "The GSA Shows 
its True Colors: What Tolerance Really Means" 
by Ryan Winters. In this article, M r Winters 
discusses the important subject of "tolerance" in 
our school environment. It may seem as though 
this would be an important and admirable subject 
to write about; however, many members of the 

student body were deeply disturbed, some even 
brought to tears after reading it. The article, 
whether reflecting the views of Mr. Winters or 
not, expresses the opinion that the Gay/Straight 
Alliance is intolerant itself Although Mr. Win-
ters has every right to write about this subject, 
the way he writes of these anti-homosexual 
feelings has gone completely overboard and is 
unnecessary to prove its alleged point. Refer-
ring to the GSA, he states, "And I have more 
tolerance in my whole body than they...have 
in one little finger." Later on, when talking 
about homosexual relationships, he states, " I f 
I 'm going to have to tolerate your disgusting 
kissing, then you're going to have to tolerate 
my disgusting calling you a faggot." Let me 
ask, do these two statements coincide? Mr. Win-
ters claims he is tolerant, yet still feels he must 
demoralize homosexuals by addressing them 
using offensive terms. He himself admits that 
it is "disgusting" that he calls them "faggots." A 
comparison of only these two statements touches 
on the hypocrisy of this article. 

Tolerance means to be respectful of 
someone's beliefs and life style. I f one were 
to respect homosexual relationships, he or she 
would not call them names or ask them to stay 
"behind closed doors." Mr. Winters even goes 
as far as to graphically describe the sick feeling 
he experiences when viewing two men showing 
public affection. He contradicts himself when 
he claims,".. . i f I see two men kissing I turn my 
head. Or maybe I 'm in a bad mood, maybe I ' l l 
tell the homosexuals what I think of what they're 
doing. I f they don't like it, too bad, I don't like 
what they're doing either. It's my right just as 
much as it is their right." This means that gay 
)eople wi l l have to endure verbal abuse, merely 
)ecause Mr. Winters finds himself in a "bad 

mood." He claims it is his right to offend a 
person who has never done anything to directly 
emotionally or physically harm him purposely. 
The question to be posed is: What is it that calling 
a homosexual a "faggot" accomplishes, other 
than getting the same selfish, egotistical, and 
sometimes guilty feelings that a bully gains 
after picking on a weaker child? 

The main point of Mr. Winters' article is 
that the GSA forces its opinions on others. This 
alliance of students has people of all sexual pref-
erences and promotes tolerance of homosexuals 
and bisexuals. This club aims to bring more toler-
ance to the school environment. As mentioned 
above, tolerance means only to respect the views 
of others, not to necessarily agree. The club does 
not ask for people to agree with homosexuality, 
they only ask students to respect them and let 
them live their own life. Mr. Winters states, 
"You can abhor someone's views and still be 
"tolerant" of them, so long as you don't try to 
force them to change their views or silence their 
expression." However, he yet again contradicts 
this statement when he writes, "Otherwise, just 
keep your kissing behind closed doors, and then 
everyone is happy." This is asking homosexuals 
to "silence their expression." 

Mr. Winters has every right to write about 
his opinion, but the crude things that he says, in 
fact, hurt his point. I f these are not the personal 
views of the author, then why would they be 
included in the article? To stir up trouble and 
cause fellow students to cry and feel deeply 
hurt? When talking about homosexuals Mr. 
Winters says, "When I see two men kissing, 
I can feel the vomit rising in the back of my 
throat..." My question is: Is this statement 
honestly a crucial element to proving his point 
in the article? I f the answer to this question is 
"yes," then maybe the article should not have 
been published at all. 

Another point that must be taken into 
consideration is the fact that i f the same com-
ments had been made about another minority 
group, people would have been more severely 
offended. The article most certainly would not 
have been approved i f it were criticizing Jews, 
blacks, Hispanics, etc. These are not minorities 
due to sexuality, so let's take a look at lesbians. 
At no point was this group of women mentioned 
in this article. Does it make Mr. Winters feel 
sick when he sees two girls kissing? Does he 
feel the need to call them faggots? 

By definition, tolerance is the capacity for 
or the practice of recognizing and respecting 
the beliefs or practices of others. On the other 
hand, prejudice means detriment or injury caused 
to a person by the preconceived, unfavorable 
conviction of another or others. Can you tell 
the difference? 
-Katrina Fahey, Sydney DiMaggio, Kendy 
Rosenbaum, 10 


