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NEWS ^ BRIEFS 
Schreiber prepares 
for Shakespeare Day 

The newly founded Shakespeare Club, 
led by advisers Mrs. Sari Schulman and 
Mrs. Donna Valenti, wi l l hold the tenth 
annual Shakespeare Day on April 26. 

The event features a series of Shsike-
speare-related displays that run every 
period of an entire school day in the 
auditorium. Among other events expected 
to be featured are two short plays written 
by senior Josh Gelb, a scene contest, a 
sonnet contest, and a presentation of a 
short film based upon Hamlet. Seniors 
Charlotte McCorkel and Myung-Hee 
Vabulas and juniors Erica Burden 
and Diego Carvajal—who each hold 
leadership positions in Shakespeare 
Club—coordinate the event. The two 
juniors receive honors credit in English 
for their participation. 

English teachers and a few dedicated 
students usually coordinate Shakespeare 
Day in a somewhat informal manner. 
This year is the first that an official 
Schreiber club bears the responsibility of 
staging the event. Mrs. Schulman and 
Mrs. Valenti petitioned for the club to 
be accepted by the Board of Education 
last December, but the Board postponed 
approval due to changes in the budget. 
The Shakespeare Club became official 
in February. 

This year, due to its late approval, 
the club focused primarily on planning 
Shakespeare Day, but in future years 
members of the club plan to attend 
Shakespeare plays and engage in other 
Shakespearean activities. For now, 
members of the club plan to attend a 
performance of Twisted Shakespeare, 
which is being performed in the city. 

-Matt Brod 

Research student 
receives award 

Last month, social science research 
student junior Brian Rosenberg received 
the highest recognition in the League 
of Women Voters Contest. His paper 
about increased citizen participation 
in government captured the judges' 
attention and he wil l be attending a tour 
of the New York State Senate with the 
other finalists in April. During his trip, 
Rosenberg and the other winners wi l l be 
honored with scholarships. 

According to Rosenberg, "Dr O'Connor 
and Jeremy Francis really helped me out 

with this paper Overall, I am very happy 
to get this award." , „ , 

-Nicole Cohen 

Annual " H R C 
Week" promotes 
student interaction 

The Human Relations Club (HRC) 
conducted two major activities as part of 
"HRC Week," March 11-15. 

In "Pay i t Forwaird," people gave cards 
with their names written on them to any 
individual who they thought acted in a 
pleasant and friendly manner. At the 
end of the week, people entered their 
cards into a raffle for a chance to win 
a gift certificate. 

Inthe second event,"People Searches," 
students were instructed to fill out sheets 
with people who corresponded to certain 
characteristics. The activity's intention 
was for students to interact with one 
another and to learn details about total 
strangers. 

Club Co-President Amanda Lincer 
commented, "We hope that it was suc-
cessful in getting students to interact 
and to meet new people." 

-Sam Salkin 

Sports Night 
reformed 

Sports Night 2002 was full of firsts. 
For the first time in the event's 56 year 
history, the event was called, "Blue and 
WTiite Night," due to the absence of 
sports the night of the event. Another 
first for the popular school event was this 
year's decision to donate $2000 to the 
Make-a-Wish Foundation. The money 
came from sale of five-dollar tickets. 
Finally, a fifth dance was added to the 
program for this years Sports Night. 

-Sam Salkin 

Leukemia Society 
Basketball G a m e 

W eber Facu l ty 
vs. 

Sch re iber Facu l ty 
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Epstein visits Schreiber to give 
ecture on author James Joyce 

Max Bernstein 
Confrihulinp » nlrr 

Professor E.L. Epstein gave a lecture 
on two of James Joyce's short stories 
on March 15. Students from Ms. Sari 
Schulman's AP English classes and 
Ms. Donna Valenti's Shakespeare class 
attended this event, where the professor 
discussed Joyce's "Eveline" and "Clay." 
In opening his lecture, Epstein called 
these stories "the saddest and scariest" 
to Dubliners. 

Both of these stories center on weak 
female characters who cannot escape 
their troubled pasts and are only able 
to revel in the few happy moments 
they have experienced in their lives. 
Additionally, these stories reflect life in 
Dublin during the early 1900s. Epstein 
described Dubl in as "the center of 
paralysis and frustrated growth." Many 
children were subject to abuse from their 
drunken parents and their emotional 
maturity was stunted. Joyce was one 
of these children, who knew from an 
early age that he wanted to write. He 
essentially had two choices: "escape 
Dublin and be a writer, or stay and be a 
drunk," according to Epstein. Eventually, 
Joyce escaped Dublin with his wife, and 
therefore escaped the emotional paralysis 
that he was doomed to encounter had 
he stayed there. 

"Eveline" is the story of a girl who 
wishes to leave her home in Dublin, with 
her fiance for Buenos Aires. Throughout 
the story, Joyce uses harsh diction, such 
as "invade" and "deepened" to describe 
the darkness in Eveline's surrounding 
environment. This portrayal of darkness 
gives i t a more menacing quality, which 
provokes fear in Eveline and "prevents 
her escape," said Epstein. To add to 
this fear, Joyce repeatedly refers to 
Eveline's troubled childhood with an 
abusive father. However, Eveline shrugs 
all of these things off and focuses on her 
only good memory of her father, making 
her "infinitely pathetic," said Epstein. At 
the end, Eveline decides that she must 
stay in Dublin, partially because it is 
still her home, although abusive, and 
that Dublin had already paralyzed her 
emotional maturity. 

Joyce's "Clay" focuses on the character 
of Maria, a maid who is terminally Ul. 

Professor E.L. Epstein lectured on 
author James Joyce's (pictured 

above) "Eveline" and "Clay." 
She is described as "a very, very small 
person indeed, but she had a very long 
nose" and a very long chin," which fits 
the portrait of a child witch. This 
characterization is tied back to Epstein's 
earlier description of Dublin stunting 
the growth of its inhabitants. The family 
she works for wishes to send her off to 
a nunnery, so they wil l not have to care 
for her in her dying days. 

At the beginning of the story, Maria 
is comparable to Eveline, in that she 
"collects all of the nice things" that are 
said to her by the family. In order to 
get rid of Maria, the family, as well as 
her husband, decide to fix a traditional 
Halloween game, in which a blindfolded 
girl touches something from one of three 
saucers. In one, there is a ring, which 
means that the girl who picks it wil l 
soon marry. In another, there is water, 
symbolizing that the girl wi l l take a 
voyage on the sea. The last contains a 
prayer book, which means that the girl 
will join a nunnery. At first, Maria "felt 
a soft wet substance," which turns out to 
be clay. This clay, according to Epstein, 
"symbolizes Maria's eventual death." 
Maria then retries and picks the prayer 
book. Her husband knows of his horrible 
trick and because his emotional maturity 
has also been stunted, he is unable to 
tell Maria. 

Refreshments, such as mini-bagels 
and Irish soda bread, were served at 
the lecture. 

Dance group Pucci Plus 
performs for Schreiber 

BV Adam Carron 

The Port Washington School District's 
Cultural Arts Committee financed a per-
formance by Pucci Plus in the Schreiber 
auditorium on March 4. This modem 
dance company performed various types 
of interpretive dances, each wi th a 
different sport as the theme. 

Peter Pucci, the founder and chore-
ographer of the company, explained to 
the student body that he uncovered his 
love for dance when taking a mandatory 
dance class in college. Since then, he 
has been a choreographer and a dancer 
for approximately twenty years and has 

toured nationally and internationally. 
The dances his company currently 
presents to audiences are based on sports 
themes because he believes that they will 
appeal to all groups of people. Mr. Pucci 
commented, " I played all the sports...1 
did it [choreographed dances with sports 
themes] intentionally to reach people 
who wouldn't normally see dance." 

At the assembly, the dancers per-
formed six dances. The sports portrayed 
were baseball, tennis, boxing, hockey, 
Frisbee, and basketball. In each of 
the six dances, the dancers strove to 
depict the emotions of the sport, while 
performing a beautiful and technically 
accurate dance. 

Pucci Plus performed six different dances, each with a sport theme, 
for Schreiber. Pictured above are the baseball, boxing and hockey 
dances. The choreographer for the company, Peter Pucci, explained 
that he wanted to create sport themed dances so that they would appeal 
to all types of people. 

Math research students compete 
at Al Kalfus Math Fair 

BV Nicole Tingir 

Eight math research juniors and 
sophomores were named finalists at 
the Al Kalfus Math Fair at Hofstra 
University on March 15. 

These students, juniors Matt Chin, 

Tiffany Goh and Jarryd Levine and 
sophomores Saad Hassan, Sam Mirzoeff, 
U r i Nazryan, Vikram Raja and Aaron 
Sidford wil l compete at the final round 
on May 3. 

Chin commented, "I 'm really excited 
that so many people did so well, we've 
all worked really hard for this." 

Board of Education notes: March 12, Weber Middle School 
BV Charlotte McCorkel 

and Myung-Hee Vabulas 
Staff \irncrs 

Zimmerman did not attend this meet-
ing. Meyer made a motion to add an 
item to the agenda to discuss a brochure 
advertising for a new superintendent. 
The motion was approved 4-1-1 (Sussman 
voted against i t , Wezenaar abstained). 
The agenda was also adopted 4-1-1 
(Sussman voted against i t , Wezenaar 
abstained). During community com-
ments, one man noted that the public 
has not seen anything concerning the 
"big picture" of the budget. Sussman 
explained that the whole budget is to 
be completed by next Tuesday (March 
19) at which time the public wil l see 
the big picture. 

ATumer representative then reviewed 
the 50% cost estimates for Salem, or the 
estimates now that 50% of the drawings 

are complete. He said that the project is 
essentially at budget at about $9 million. 
Cowles noted that the 50% drawings are 
missing some items, such as the kitchen 
which costs $350,000, and therefore 
she thought the project really is not at 
budget. Sussman told Cowles that this 
was something she should have asked in 
an e-mail and that this discussion was 
about cost estimates, not specific details. 
Cowles responded that the Board had 
intended to look at the plan again at 
this point and see i f changes needed to be 
made. Sussman and Cowles then argued 
with raised voices. Cowles said she 
was concerned about items that could 
put the project over budget. The 
Turner representative acknowledged 
that technically Cowles was correct, but 
he also said that they carry a $500,000 
design contingency that would pick up 
the scope of the other items. Since Cowles 
was correct about the kitchen, Ferro 

wanted to know what else was missing 
from the plan. The representative 
responded that the site work is a little 
bare and the parking lot would be an 
additional charge. Mogul asked how 
many parking spaces are required, 
and he replied that 81 is the ultimate 
goal. Meyer asked i f the $9 million 
figure did not include parking, and the 
representative confirmed this. 

Cowles had a question about two 
classrooms, but Sussman said that her 
question had been answered "ten times" 
already. The two argued again. Sussman 
asked the Turner representative i f 
classrooms were included in the budget. 
Turner explained that the budget includes 
all classrooms in the original scope and 
that the two classrooms in question are 
not included—they are being fit out to be 
storage rooms. Cowles wanted to know 
when the Board is going to consider 
these things. She said the last time the 

Board members had discussed Salem, 
they had said they would decide when 
they reviewed the 50% estimates. Suss-
man disagreed. Mogvd said she had 
thought they had to draw it in then and 
make changes later otherwise it would 
be too late to put i t in at all. Callahan 
said the Board had agreed that they 
would find the cost for alternate parking 
spots and the bus drop-off when they did 
the 50% estimates. Meyer thought they 
had an obligation to go back and look at 
the drawings because it seems as though 
it's going to be over budget. Mogul asked 
the Turner representative i f they are 
where they expected to be and i f there 
are "riskier" items in the next 40% of the 
drawings to be done. He replied that 
it would be nice to be below target like 
Weber and Schreiber but that they are 
on target now. Mogul asked what 
costs might be incurred i f the board 

Continued on page 5 
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Long Island responds positively 
to S tudent Counc i l ef forts 

Student Council prepares for 
the Spring Pep Rally 

�� Sam Salkin 
Asststanr Sewn Editor 

Spring is here and along with i t a new 
Schreiber tradition: the first ever Spring 
Pep Rally on March 25. Not only wil l 
the Pep Rally include all spring sports 
teams, but there will also be a special visit 
by the Hemandez-Melendez family, the 

family that the student council has been 
sponsoring since the 9/11 tragedy. 

The Student Council will present the 
last check of the year to the Hernandez 
famUy, a check for $2000. After the Pep 
Rally, students and faculty are invited to 
the faculty lounge for a special banquet 
given in honor of the family. The St. 
Honore Bakery wil l donate refreshments, 
and Ms. Sally Reinhardt's home econom-
ics classes wil l bake for the event. 

In addition, the Student Council wil l 
distribute lollipops that say "Student 
Council" to all the students who attend 
the Pep Rally. 

Student Council adviser Ms. Amy 
Prochaska commented, "I 'm really look-
ing forward to starting a new tradition at 
Schreiber and the visit by the Hernandez 
family wi l l make the event much more 
special." 

"This is going to be a really fun 
afternoon. I t would be great to see every-
one there," claimed Executive Council 
member junior Vanessa Shkuda. 

Board of Ed notes continued from page 4... 
put off decisions untU later as opposed to 
making them now. A Spector representa-
tive said the 90% estimates would teU 
the Board a lot more. Wezenaar said he 
was confused and asked i f the numbers 
they were looking at were therefore 
meaningless. Spector said they were not 
meaningless—they are a good estimate 
for 50%. When they see the 90% estimates 
on March 28, he said, the Board can then 
look for items to reduce. Meyer asked 
i f there were extra charges for waiting 
until the 90%- estimates and thought i t 
might be waiting too long. Sussman 
commented that it looked like they were 
$1 mUlion over budget at Salem in his 
opinion. He believed that the Board 
has the option, i f the project comes in 
over budget, to have Spector go back 
and redo i t without extra expense to 
the district. 

They then discussed the brochure 
advertising for a new superintendent. 
Meyer thought the brochure was a 
good idea from a marketing standpoint. 
Sussman said the Board had hired a 
search firm as experts to prepare the 
brochure. He did not think it was legal 
for two Board members to meet and alter 
the brochure by taking out a lot of facts 
and making i t "touchy-feely." He thought 
the brochure should have been left to the 
hired experts. Mogul said she objected 
to that characterization of Cowles and 
herself She said they were asked to 
make corrections, so she had proposed 
revisions to the brochure. Mogul said 
that, having been in advertising, experts 
do not come back with the best product 
on the first try. She said that the 
Board should listen to them but not 
accept everything blindly. Wezenaar 
thought that the revised brochure was an 
improvement over the original and that 
they should applaud Mogul and Cowles 
for revising i t . Sussman said that they 
were not asked to make revisions, just 
corrections. The brochure was approved 
5-1 (Sussman voted against it). 

The Board then discussed the budget. 
Edward Sallie, Assistant Superintendent 
for Human Resources, gave a presenta-
tion focusing on staffing. He first 
covered elementary school staffing. The 
enrollment at each elementary school is 
decreasing or remaining the same, though 
the number of sect.ions is increasing 

because more students are projected 
for kindergarten. Wezenaar wanted to 
know why Salem needs to be reopened i f 
none of the enrollments are increasing. 
Inserra explained that the district is 
trying to overcome space issues and that 
currently students are in inappropriate 
spaces. Wezenaar noted that the number 
of fourth grade class sections is increas-
ing because they need to prepare for 
several standardized tests. Cowles said 
that preparation for the tests begins 
in kiadergarten, so she would rather 
focus on increasing sections in the lower 
grades. She said i t is time for the 
Board to make a decision about what 
is appropriate for class size and to 
stick to this decision. Inserra said the 
administration would like nothing more 
than dear and consistent direction from 
the Board. He said this issue had been 
brought up in the past but had not been 
tackled. Mogul asked i f the standardized 
tests were the only reason for increasing 
the foiurth grade sections, and Inserra 
replied that there were many factors 
involved. Cowles said she was willing 
to have a couple of extra teachers in the 
budget to use i f needed. Inserra said 
there had been years when they carried 
one or two contingent positions in the 
budget but that they don't have that 
luxury this year. Sussman commented 
that they were putting too much weight 
on class size and that research shows 
that i t has no real effect in the higher 
grades. Wezenaar asked i f they really 
needed to look at staffing now. Inserra 
said they are not going to actually staff 
now but they need to determine a number 
for budgeting purposes. Mogul said she 
worried that i f the Board micromanaged 
now, the district would be short of staff 
in September Sussman said he did 
not want a contingent teacher because 
the district might have to eliminate the 
position i f i t isn't needed in September. 
He would rather hire another teacher 
right before the school year i f needed. 
Inserra agreed with Sussman. Ferro said 
that right now two elementary schools 
are sharing an assistant principal, and 
he wanted to know what would happen 
to this position. Inserra said there 
would not be a need for it with five 
elementary schools. 

J 

Principal Dr. Sid Barish and the Student Council received numerous 
letters (such as the one shown above) in response to Student Council 

efforts to help the Hemandez-Melendez family. Many Long Islanders 
also showed support through donations. 

E D W A R D D. P A K E L 
Attorney At L a w 

G E N E R . A L P R A C T I C E 
Wills • Tnirtt • Ettatts 

R«a] Eslalt • Co-«p • Coodo 
Elder Law « Long Teiui C m lMi»niiic« 

883-2090 
20 Guilford Roaid 
Rort WasHifigton 
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" B A H H d " call about L I girls 
Silverstein critiques college publication's article about materialistic stereotypes 

B Y E m i l y Silverstein 
Staff writer 

In December, as I was sitting at my 
computer reading my e-mail, I came 
across a forward from a friend. I 
opened it , dreading yet another "you 
wil l die and never find love i f you don't 
send eighteen hundred of these to all 
of your friends in the next fourteen sec-
onds" e-mail. 

Instead I found an article written by 
Josh Plotnik, a writer for the Cornell 
Daily Sun, entitled "Long Island and 
Sheep." I was instantly enticed to read 
i t , but by the second paragraph I was 
ready to scream. 

Plotnik brings up the concept that 
there are issues that students at Cor-
nell University in Ithaca, New York, 
avoid discussing, such as the stereotyp-
ing of the girls from Long Island who 
attend the school. Throughout the arti -
cle he criticizes the materialism, obses-
sion with fashion, vanity, and cliques 
that seem to define these girls. He 
writes, "from far away they seem like a 
giant blur of tight pants and everlasting 
laughter. Some might see them as a 
flock of scared sheep bah-bahing away 
from any threat and moving completely 
in sync." 

Judging people by their looks, Plot-
nik comes to the conclusion that Long 
Island girls have no true originality and 
personality of their own. They have 
no individuality because they are not 
individuals, but rather groups of girls 
that look the same, dress the same, and 
act the same. He even goes on to 
attack Long Island, writing that i t , like 
its inhabitants, has no distinctiveness, 
and is not really that special, merely 
"a place where people eat, work, and 
sleep." 

I f you are a girl from Long Island, 
I am sure the expression on your face 
right now is similar to mine every time 
I read Plotnik's article—jaw dropped to 
the floor, eyes wide, steam coming out of 

Silverstein contends that Long Island girls are more than just label-obessessed conformists. 

your ears. His opinions have been on 
my mind ever since 1 read the article, 
and now I want to give the real scoop 
on Long Island girls. 

I am willing to admit that I am, 
though I hate the term, a JAP. The 
acronym for Jewish American Princess 
has now become a common part of our 
speech used to categorize not just Jews 
but people, primarily girls, that have 
a stuck up attitude with an emphasis 
on materialism. We have all been ste-
reotjT)ed at least once in our lives. 
Regardless of whether i t was because 
of our religion, because of where we 
live, or because of our beliefs, i t hurts 
to be characterized in a way that 
you know is untrue. 1, for one, feel a 
need to educate everyone else about 
what the truth reedly is, about who 
we "JAPS" really are. Reading Plot-
nik's article made me realize that I 
could easily be a student at Cornell 
in a couple of years, walking through 
campus in my Mavi jeans and my 
Tiffany jewelry, and be judged for it . 
Would I want people to think about me 

the way Josh Plotnik thinks about my 
counterparts? I know that my peers and 
I are more than simply a face or the logos 
we wear. We are girls with aspirations, 
accomplishments, and pride. 

In his article, Plotnik investigates 
what true talent is. I f he took the time 
to get to know just a few of those Long 
Island girls he speaks of so condescend-
ingly, he would find that true talent is 
not just possessed by Olympic athletes 
and opera singers, but is right before 
his eyes. Many of us Long Island girls 
are opera singers and athletes. Take 
Sarah Hughes for instance. Although 
Great Neck is probably one of the towns 
on Long Island most stereotyped as 
lacking the individuality that Plotnik 
describes, it produced a gold medal figure 
skater who aspires to attend Harvard. 
True talent is the ability to set your 
mind on a goal and put your all into 
achieving i t . Maybe it is overcoming a 
learning disability or a disease, or get-
ting straight "A"s on your report card. 
True talent can be measured on many 
levels, but in the end i t comes down 

to your self-worth and your ability to • 
make youi dreams happen. There is a 
reason why Long Island is one of the 
most competitive places to get into col-
lege. Although many of us may dress 
and act similarly, the numerous Long 
Island girls that attend Cornell Uni-
versity were admitted to that school 
because of their intelligence, hard 
work, and genuine talent. 

Sophomore Josh Bloom commented, 
"Conformity is most definitely a preva-
lent force on Long Island. There is no 
doubt that i t molds many Long Island 
girls into the same person." I would 
have to agree that individuality is on 
the decline. 1 can identify with what 
Bloom and Plotnik are saying. Having 
lived my entire life on Long Island, I 
can tell you from personal experience 
that some girls are no more than their 
handbags and shoes, but we do not 
need to do away with our wardrobes 
and our straightening irons just yet. 
We all know that each and every one 
of us has a uniqueness all our own. It 
is the loss of those who stereotype us 
that they cannot see this. We must be 
aware that the way we dress, talk, and 
behave is distinct. 

Although most of us are down-to-
earth people and have grown up in a 
place that has instilled in us excellent 
values, we need to clearly acknowledge 
that there is more to life than just those 
simple material things. We must be 
on the constant lookout because as 
young people from Long Island, our 
lifestyles, our homes, and our charac-
ters are under constant scrutiny from 
others. We need to make a conscious 
effort to make it clear to the world that 
we are not simply clothes, makeup, and 
accessories, but much more. So, when 
we are graduating our Ivy League 
schools and accomplishing our dreams, 
we will stand proud of our achieve-
ments and our individuality, and wil l 
still be wearing our Gucci sunglasses 
without shame. 

Tsai says, "Report on the news, not the future!" 
�� Jen Tsai 

Contributing Writer 

Before the Olympics, there was a 
massive media frenzy about Michelle 
Kwan and her chances of winning 
the Olympic gold. She was the only 
figure skater whose face appeared in 
the newspapers. The papers seemed 
to have all but forgotten the other two 
young female American figure skaters 
competing in the winter games. It was 
as though the two did not even have 
a shot at a medal. I t was not until 
after the Olympics and Michelle Kwan's 
devastating fall on a triple flip that the 
other American competitors, especially 
the victor, Sarah Hughes, got greater 
exposure than Kwan did. Did the media 
begin making predictions too quickly 
and assume too much? 

The media ignored the fact that 
Kwan had not been skating her best 
this past year. Kwan placed third 

(with Sarah Hughes in second and 
Irina Slutskaya in first) in the Skate 
Canada competition. In fact, she 
placed behind Slutskaya every time 
she faced her on the ice this year. 
Although Kwan did leave most of the 
American competitions bearing gold— 
such as the Nationals and Skate Amer-
ica—she lacked the level of technical 
merit of some of the other skaters. 
These less-than-perfect performances 
were ignored, along with the fact that 
she ended her professional relation-
ship with her coach. 

No one could even imagine that 
Hughes would beat both Kwan and 
Slutskaya. The media just assumed 
too quickly that Michelle Kwan was 
going to win the gold. Though 
Michelle Kwan is my favorite skater, 
I believe that the media reached the 
conclusion that she would win, and 
advertised it exceedingly, without con-
sidering all of the facts or possibilities. 

Such media presumptions are fre-
quent. An example of a similar, 

well-known event was a front-page head-
line that announced, "Dewey defeats 
Truman" before the ballots of this 1948 
election were tallied. Although victory 
for Thomas E. Dewey seemed inevitable 
because of his conventional cam-
paign that did not seem to offend 
anyone, the election became one of 
the biggest upsets in U.S. history 
when Truman won and was subse-
quently reelected to a second term. 
Clearly, the media assumes too 
much, especially when many of their 
predictions are, in the end, wrong. 

The media's job is to convey 
the facts to the people. However, 
when it states inferences as fact, 
it misleads its audience. Certainly, 
Michelle Kwan was the American 
skater who seemed to have the 
greatest prospects for winning. But 
the media ignored her record 
throughout the 2001-2002 season. 
It widely publicized a conjecture 
that had the possibility of being 
false, and thus distorted the truth. 

Though speculations by the press 
should not necessarily be discouraged, 
they should also not be broadcast as 
definitive. 
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We need to tell more of it 
Freshwoman emphasizes the importance of celebrating women 

�� Hillary Wool 
Slaff Writer 

March. We usually associate this 
month with the green four-leaf clovers 
of St. Patrick's Day and the start of 
spring. This year, i t marks the six-
month anniversary of the September 11 
terrorist attacks. This month, however, 
is special for another reason - one that 
the media and schools have seemingly 
overlooked. March is Women's History 
Month. 

I t is important for all people, espe-
cially young women, to celebrate Wom-
en's History Month. Reflecting on the 
past is vital to achieving a better future. 
Taking a look at the leaps made by 
those before us can often provide inspi-
ration for our goals. Unfortunately, the 
educational curriculum throughout the 
United States incorporates very little 
women's history. Despite teachers' wi l l -
ingness to educate students about wom-
en's achievements, they frequently lack 
needed materials and support. Accord-
ing to the National Women's History 
Project, just three percent of educa-
tional materials focus on the contribu-
tions of women. In New York State, the 
legislature has not yet mandated teach-
ing women's history in K-12 classes. A 
1992 national study found that history 
texts devote only two to three percent 

\ 

of their total content to women. 
Additionally, more 
accurate infor-
mation about 
women's accom-
plishments 
should be taught. 
The results of a 
recent poll show 
that only one per-
cent of people could 
identify Elizabeth 
Cady Stanton as a 
figure connected with 
women's rights. Learn- ^ 
ing about the contri- butions that 
women have made can motivate stu-
dents of all ages to achieve their 
dreams. 

Education about women sends a 
message to girls that females have 
worked hard to attain the positions 
that they currently hold, and that 
women are strong. For girls, knowing 
about women's achievements in the 
past can expand their sense of what 
is possible for them in the future. 
Knowledge of women's history builds 
better self-esteem and confidence in 
girls. It also instills uniqueness and 
independence. A century ago, women 
could not vote or participate in 
many leading professions. Unlike 
today, American society did not accept 
women becoming lawyers and doctors. 

Some women, however, chose 
to go beyond what was tradi-
tional, and the legacies of these 

women should be carried on. 
Past achievers can serve 
as role models for today's 

girls. After all, the United 
States still has not seen 

a female president. I f 
girls recognize and 
appreciate the strides 

that have already 
been made to 
improve their social 

position as well as the need for 
further pro-gress, they wil l have the 
motivation and background to carry 
their position still higher. 

For the general public, knowledge 
of women's history is extremely impor-
tant. I f we are to learn about the 
events of the past, i t is crucial that we 
learn the whole story - including the 
role that women have played. Women 
have largely shaped society, and we 
should all recognize this and let it serve 
as a spark for our own aspirations. 
People should be grateful for the cur-
rent standing of women and recognize 
that their position today is the result 
of people who flouted the status quo. 
Because of numerous protests and other 
actions, women now enjoy a position in 
society much closer to that of men. 

People should also understand that 

the struggle for equality is not over. In 
some parts of Asia and Africa, the muti-
lation and mistreatment of women is 
customary and even acceptable. Abuses 
against women worldwide go unchal-
lenged. One thing that the past should 
teach us is that someone must act 
boldly in order for significant positive 
changes to be made. Though this often 
takes a long time, the end result is well 
worth it . While we should be grateful 
for the past accomplishments of women, 
we should also realize that equal status 
is not found everjrwhere in the world. 

March is a time to recognize the 
milestones of women's history and be 
thankful for them. The history of 
women is multifaceted and significant, 
yet is widely ignored by the general 
public. Schools need to focus more on 
women's accomplishments in all areas. 
Knowledge about past women who 
made a difference would help encourage 
females today to be ambitious and 
strive for success. This month can also 
serve as time to consider the unfortu-
nate status of women in some places 
outside the United States. From what-
ever angle you look at i t , women's his-
tory is a crucial part of our society— 
past, present, and future. I f we wish 
to advance and triumph over negatives, 
then we must look to history as a basis 
of support. 

O sister where art thou? 
Why a female president is essential 

B v J u U a Bernstein 
Opinions Editor 

We females have made great strides 
in the past century. We have seen 
women influence public policy, gain the 
vote, support the country through two 
world wars, win Olympic gold medals 
and Nobel Prizes, fly to the moon and 
chip away at the glass ceiling. Indeed, 
women have risen to some of the high-
est positions in the country. From 
CEOs to studio executives to scientists 
to college professors, women have infi l -
trated every good 'ole boys club but one: 
The United States Presidency. 

There are many reasons why having 
a female president offers advantages. 
For one, women are less aggressive and 
are in better control of their aggression. 
In other words, they would be less likely 
to push that little red button and start a 
nuclear war in the heat of the moment. 
Additionally, women are generally more 
adept at dealing with difficult or awk-
ward protocols. One has to imagine 
that Eleanor was slightly better than 
FDR at soothing egos while stUl 
remaining able to negotiate. Our natu-

ral tact is good for that. 
But probably the most important 

advantage of a female president is 
a female perspective on women's and 
family issues. For too long, important 
decisions and acts about sensitive 
issues such as childcare and abortion, 
both of which primarily impact women, 
have been made and passed by male 
presidents and primarily male con-
gresses. I t is time for a new per-
spective not only on these issues, but 
on all issues. It is a shame that in 
our enlightened times we have not yet 
achieved this. 

Admittedly, women were only 
granted the vote in 1919, but had been 
active in political life for nearly half a 
century before that. In 1872, Victoria 
Woodhull became the first woman to 
run for president, making a big state-
ment in an era when Victorian morals 
and manners prevaUed. Since then, 
there have been over forty female pri -
mary candidates, including such well-
known names as Pat Schroedor, Bella 
Azbug, and most recently, Libby Dole. 
Indeed, there were eleven women who 
ran, at least in the primaries, in the 

2000 elections. Al l these women have 
something in common, however. While 
some have been nominees at major 
party conventions, no woman has ever 
run as a major party candidate. Those 
that did appear on the November bal-
lots were nominees of smaller third par-
ties. In addition, most of those involved 
in major party primaries were demo-
crats. 

This lack of women on the presiden-
tial ballot does not reflect actual voter 
distribution. Statistically, women are 
more likely to vote, and have a large 
influence as swing groups and lobby-
ists. Indeed, organizations such as the 
National Organization of Women and 
the League of Women Voters have a 
large sway in Washington. However, 
these numbers have not translated into 
a woman president, the closest we have 
come being a vice-presidential candi-
date, Geraldine Ferraro. 

There is something wrong with this. 
I t is ironic that in a country so commit-
ted to providing freedom and rights for 
all, to extending support to minorities 
both at home and abroad, the governing 
body remains primarily a white male 

organization. We who pride ourselves 
on being world leaders, on being the 
most advanced of the western nations, 
still lag behind in this area, while coun-
tries as diverse as England, India and 
Panama have all had female heads of 
state. We must take action, not by 
revolting, but by voting and by running 
for office. So I am not suggesting 
that we bum our ballots and march 
on Washington in protest, but that 
we make sure that, in the future, our 
names are on the ticket. Go Hillary/ 
Tippei» 2008! 
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What's right about Sports Night 
BY Jessica Friedman 

Contributing writer 

During my two and a half years at 
Schreiber, I have noticed that one of the 
most controversial issues in our school 
is Sports Night, now renamed Blue and 
White Night. 

There are those who find it a fun and 
entertaining activity, whDe other see i t 
as one lacking in substance. I am not 
asking anyone who does not enjoy i t 
to do a complete turnaround and come 
to Sports Night next year sporting a 
painted face and a spirit banner. Al l I 
ask is that people read this article with 
an open mind, and try to see the value 
of the event. 

There are various criticisms of 
Sports Night and I intend to address 
them all in this article. The most 
common complaint made by both stu-
dents and administrators is that the 
event does not include enough people. 
The total number of students involved 
in this year's Sports Night dances 
and skits was approximately 140, not 
including the crew that helped to put 
the whole night together What other 
activity in Schreiber includes this many 
students? I f over one-hundred students 
participate in Sports Night, how can it 
be considered elitist? 

Another complaint is that the event 
is too competitive. A little bit of compe-
tition is not a bad thing. Competition 
forces people to work harder to achieve 
something because they are not auto-
matically guaranteed i t . When people 
try out for a sport or a play, the process 
is exactly the same as trying out for 
Sports Night. When people apply for a 
job, there is competition. Competition 
is a fact of life, and without i t , stan-
dards are usually lowered. Addition-

silly, i f everyone was allowed to par-
ticipate, the event would be extremely 
long and the audience would lose inter-
est. 

The next major complaint directed 
at Sports Night is that the partici-
pants are selected on a popularity-
based scale. This is not a true state-
ment. As a dance captain, I witnessed 
the process of selection and can truth-
fully say that people were chosen for 
each dance regardless of their circle 
of friends or how "popular" they were. 
We graded each student on a specific 
rubric giving up to five points each for 
rhythm, knowledge of choreographed 
dance, enthusiasm, smile, and proper 
execution of movement. The fifty 
people with the highest scores were 
then divided up into separate dances. 
The process is as fair and unprejudiced 
as possible. 

Many parents and teachers feel 
that there are some safety issues 
involved in Sports Night. Tradition-
ally, on the Friday before the event, 
Sports Night participants drive to 
school as a team, divided up in people's 
cars. I n the past, I must admit, this 
has caused some cases of reckless driv-
ing. However, this problem has been 
corrected. This year. Sorts Night par-
ticipants met in the Montfort parking 
lot on Friday morning before school, 
but they were not permitted to get 
together prior to this and drive there. 
On the Saturday night of Blue and 
White Night, there was no driving in a 
careless manner. 

And then of course there is always 
the issue of alcohol in relation to 
Sports Night. Sports Night is not a 
reason for participants to drink. We 
do not get together to have "drinking 
parties." This year, a "no tolerance" 

standard was enacted. The participants 
werfe not allowed to drink during the 
season of Sports Night practice, and i f 
i t were discovered that they had broken 
this agreement, they were to be kicked 
off Sports Night. Luckily, no such thing 
occurred. Last year's unfortunate inci-
dent involving several girls coming to 
school under the influence was an aber-
ration. I t was in no way a typical 
example of Sports Night behavior and 
I would never want all of the girls in 
Sports Night to be categorized as drink-

ers because a few girls made a mistake. 
There are many positive reasons to 

support Sports Night that the critics 
never mention. One aspect of Sports 
Night especially advantageous to under-
classmen is the opportunity to meet 
upperclassmen that they might other-
wise have never met. Tight bonds are 
formed between the participants in each 
dance and in each skit. I know that as 
a dancer during my freshman year, 1 
looked up to the older girls on my dance. 
Being friends with them made my fresh-

man year a little easier. Now, as an 
older captain, 1 have the opportunity to 
serve as a role model. 

Another positive point is that Sports 
Night is created completely by the stu-
dents. Each dance is made up entirely 
by the two captains and each skit is 
written entirely by the skit captains. 
I t provides an outlet for creativity by 
allowing students to have the responsi-
bility to create a show completely on 
their own. Permitting some students to 
take charge of a group often girls also 
creates leadership positions. I . myself 
have never really had the chance to be 
the "teacher" as opposed to the student, 
and I feel I have learned much through 
this experience. And, might I add, what 
other activity in Schreiber attracts such 
a large audience? Sports Night is an 
event that provides an evening of enter-
tainment for both students and other 
residents of Port Washington. I f tickets 
for a seat in the gym are sold out almost 
immediately, i t must mean that some-
thing is being done right. 

Additionally, the money that was 
made this year went to a very special 
cause. Two thousand dollars was 
donated to the Make-A-Wish Founda-
tion. Through Blue and White Night, 
Schreiber was able to make a signifi-
cant contribution to a meaningful orga-
nization. 

As you can see. Sports Night is not 
just a shallow excuse for students to 
have fun, get drunk, and dance around. 
You may not enjoy going, and that's fine 
with me. My only intention in writing 
this was to explain that a lot of work 
goes into Sports Night and that i t is 
a POSITIVE event. So the next time 
you hear the usual negative comments 
about Sports Night, please take into 
consideration what I have written. 

Something about the Schreiber bathrooms stinks 
Silverstein deplores offensive condition of school's lavatories 

BY David Silverstein 

Staff wrilfr 

As I pace the halls of our high school, 
I consider possible issues I can write 
about. Cafeteria food, social life, and 
"Jesus and Me" flash through my mind, 
but I cannot think of anything really 
interesting to address. I then retreat to 
the bathroom, and realize that there is 
something that has to be discussed. To 
me, the bathroom is revered as a place 
of peace and quiet, a place of sanctuary 
or an excuse to leave a boring lecture 
and recollect your thoughts. In our 
school, however, i t hardly achieves 
those purposes. As you walk into 
the bathroom, you slip on a wet and 
slightly sticky substance and look into 
the clogged toilets as you pass them. 
The mirror is foggy and you can hardly 
see your reflection, while the prehistoric 
urinals stare you in the face like they 
are mocking you. I t truly is intimidat-
ing when you think about i t - not only 
do they look like seats, but those uri -
nals are probably four or five times as 
old as you are. You then go to the sink 
to wash your hands but realize that you 
can't turn on the faucet because i t is 
obstructed with green and blue fungi-
like organisms. Now, I have no clue 
whatsoever what the girls' facilities are 

like, but I am sure they are not far 
from the condition of ours. The custo-
dial staff at Schreiber can only do so 
much, and I see them day after day 
working hard to clean up the messes 
that we make. The bathroom is a truly 
horrifying experience for all of us, but 
it is one of those things that we are 
forced to put up with. 

I t truly confuses me that the school 
spends its funds on nice landscaping 
or a slushy machine in the cafeteria 
instead of on real doors for the bath-
room stalls or a paper towel dispenser 
for us to dry our hands. I t seems the 
School Board has no concern for the 
state of our bathrooms as long as they 
are not on the outside and no one sees 
them. I feel like the bathroom is a 
closely guarded secret that no non-stu-
dents know about. I mean, i f the Port 
Washington School Board doesn't use 
the Schreiber bathrooms, does their 
condition matter? 

Perhaps i t is unfair to criticize as I 
am doing right now. Yes, of course the 
school can invest some of its surplus 
budget into the bathrooms, but when 
you truly get down to why the bath-
rooms are the way they are, the blame 
lies with the students. It's our own 
faults that we let the bathrooms get 
out of hand. Did our parents not teach 

us to flush toilets? Is i t not we the stu-
dents who clog the drains with the last 
sheets of toilet paper? Is i t not us who 
urinate on the toilet seats and write 
on the walls of the stalls? Dan Goetz, 
a junior and an avid supporter of my 
cause, states that "Graffiti and toilet 
paper bombs adorn the school restrooms 
- this shows clear evidence of student 
disrespect toward our school." I t is a 
give and take relationship. I guess the 
school officials will not come out of their 
offices and their nicely tiled bathrooms 
and actually look at what we have to use 
until they know that we will respect any 
investment that they make in them. 

Despite any abuses by students, I 
believe that the underlying cause of the 
problem lies in the fact that our concerns 
are not listened to by adults in the posi-
tion to make changes. When I think 
about i t more and more, i t is scary that 
we the students have very little i f any 
say at all in the final decisions made 
about what is to be done to our school. 
We can attend school board meetings 
along with the strong-minded PTA moth-
ers, but when you get down to i t , how 
much of our opinions are really taken 
into consideration? So please, i f you are 
reading this article and your name is 
Dr. Barish, or you are another reigning 
school official, take some time out of your 

schedule and take an excursion down 
to the boys' bathrooms. Take a look 
inside, or for that matter, just smell 
them. That is all I ask: look, smell 
and make a decision. In the meantime, 
we students can voice our opinions and 
continue this crusade to keep our bath-
rooms clean. 
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Poln UnteRpolnt 
What comes first: Looks or Personality ? 
Chatterjee and Choe explore roots of high school relationships 

BYRitesh Chatterjee 

Sra jff' writer 

Before I begin, I must make it clear 
that neither Christine nor I believe 
that all relationships in high school 
are based solely on either looks or on 
personality. While we acknowledge that 
many relationships can be attributed to 
one factor or the other, we realize that 
the vast majority of relationships are 
instead an amalgam of the two. These 
articles were written for argument's 
sake, and merely provide our respective 
insights on the world of high school 
dating. 

Regarding the issue at hand, I have 
been given the task of proving that 
relationships in high school are based 
more on looks and less on personality. 
While many may disagree, analysis of 
the entire "dating process" shows that 
more importance is placed on looks 
than personality in the selection of a 
boyfriend or girlfriend in high school. 

Many high school relationships last 
only for short periods of time. Month-
long stints do not reflect thought-out 
relationships based on personality, but 
rather two people seeking a "good 
time.' The activities constituting this 
"good t ime' would not necessarily 
encompass emotional bonding, 
something indicative of a personality-
based relationship. With such behavior, 
i t is apparent that looks, not 
personality, would be the criterion at 
work. 

A widely discussed theory on dating 
is that people wil l date others whom 
they think are about as equally 
attractive as they perceive themselves 
to be. To simplify, a guy would ask 
out good-looking girls i f he thought of 
himself as good-looking, and vice versa. 
This stated, there exists the possibility 
for a good-looking guy to ask out a not-
so-good-looking girl i f he sees himself 
as less attractive, and conversely, a not-
so-good-looking guy to ask out a very 
good-looking girl , all due to differing 
conceptions of self-image. Most of us. 

myself included, have been witness 
to such cases. Upon analysis of most 
relationships, this theory tends to be 
at least somewhat true in the majority 
of them. That theory, which explains 
many relationships, is based on looks. 

Lastly, look to how dating occurs 
within cliques. Without getting into 
specifics, in high school, most 
relationships often occur between 
members of the same or corresponding 
cliques. The formation of said cliques 
could largely be attributed to differing 

BY Christine Choe 

Staff writer 

Why is i t that a girl can't wear a ;f 
simple mini-skirt or halter-top without | 
being whistled at? How come in eveiy | 
conversation that a girl has with a guy 
friend, the main subject is always how 
hot that new girl in his math class is? 
It is apparent that looks may be the 
strongest factor in initial attraction, but 
it's not necessarily true that looks are 
what keep a relationship going. I n fact. 

Schreiber Speaks 
"Looks, by far, without question, because I've seen people go out with people 

because they may be good-looking." 
-Jesse Schenendorf, senior 

"Looks, because people go for better-looking people...if someone has a good 
personality but is ugly they'll just be friends.' 

-Oki Ishikawa, sophomore 

"Looks, because most people judge others that way first." 
-Kelly Stross, freshman 

"Personality [matters more in a relationship] because i t makes a girl look 
a lot prettier." 

-Roy Miler, sophomore 

"While personality ought to be the deciding factor in any relationship, the 
sad truth is that looks are often more important because too many adolescents 
are concerned with the opinions others formulate about them." 

-Merve Emre, junior 

ideologies and creeds within teenage 
society, yet within these groups a 
division based on appearance exists as 
well. I n weighing each clique on a 
qualitative scale with regard to looks, 
i t is clear that certain cliques wil l be 
decidedly "better looking" than others. 
This affects dating in that it heightens 
the chances of relationships being 
based on looks as opposed to 
personality, a variant even within 
cliques. 

While personality may be the 
factor ensuring continuity in a 
relationship, the vast majority of high 
school relationships lack the longevity 

of relationships in the 
outside world. Looks, 
however, remain a 
deciding factor in both 
types. Therefore, 
because of the intents, 
purposes, and special 
circumstances of high 
school dating, looks 
take precedence as the 
criterion for 
determining a suitable 
relationship. 

a relationship cannot last without an 
attraction to what's inside. 

Admittedly, looks play a major role 
in whom you like, whom you want to get 
to know, and with whom you want to 
be. Looks can even keep a relationship 
going for a certain amount of time. 
What's the first question that you ask 
someone when he or she says he or 
she met a new girl or guy? I t is 
usually something like, "Is she/he hot?" 
Although looks may spark attraction, 
they definitely do not keep it burning 
for long. 

Let's define what a relationship is. 
I t is not just hooking up with a person 
every weekend; it necessarily includes 
conversation and getting to know him 
or her Sooner or later, no matter how 
attractive a person is, you will not 
be able to stand him/her i f he/she 
cannot maintain a conversation. A 
sense of humor, intelligence, kindness, 
responsibility, and respect are qualities 
that are vital to relationships. 

I f i t were true that looks matter 
more in relationships, you would only 
see gorgeous people in them. I f you look 
in magazines or even aroimd our town, 
i t is evident that this is not the fact. 
When I see a good-looking actor going 

out with a much less attractive woman, 
I think to myself, "How could he go 
out with her?" The only reasonable 
answer to this question is that the 
physically unattractive woman must 
have an amazing personality, and, 
therefore, personality must matter 
more in relationships. 

One cannot go out with a person 
who is a real ditz. Personality is what 
matters most in a relationship; looks 
are just a bonus. I f people were to 
write a list of the characteristics of that 
perfect guy or girl , many would place 
non-physical qualities first, and non-
physical characteristics are almost all 
involved with personality. 

This concept of personality 
mattering more than appearance 
becomes more significant as we get 
older Because relationships tend to 
become more serious and committed 
as one gets older, conmiunication is 
involved more and more. This calls for 
more outstanding conversation skills, a 
deeper sense of humor, and an overall 
better personality. 

Looks can be altered by make-up 
or exercise. However, you can't cover 
up a personality blemish or make i t 
appear like something that it really 
isn't. Many people take solace in 
knowing that a personality rarely 
changes, and no matter what happens, 
it won't disappear. Looks can be nice 
to gaze at and dream about, but a 
personality is ideal to be with and 
around. 

I f you look inside [Seventeen 
Magazine, YM, Cosmopolitan], or any 
other teenage magazine, you wil l find 
numerous quizzes. I f you look at the 
titles of these quizzes, they all have 
to do with personality: "How Serious 
Are You," "How High is Your Self-
Esteem," "How Flirtatious Are You," 
"How Sensitive Are You," etc. I have 
never once seen a quiz entitled, 'How 
Pretty are You?' 

I can't say that looks don't matter 
at all in a relationship, because they 
certainly do; looks are often what start 
relationships in the first place. But 
looks aren't nearly as important as 
personality when i t comes to keeping 
a relationship going. Without 
personality, a relationship is shallow 
and fragile. Personality is what 
sustains attraction and that true 
connection, and what makes a 
relationship interesting. 
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The roots of anti-American sentiments 
BY Josh Farhadian 

Contributing writer 

As the majority of us already know, 
tensions are rising world-wide. The vio-
lent expressions of these tensions, such 
as the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, fre-
quent world news headlines. Efforts at 

diplomacy, how-

ever, 
are frus-
trated by the 
widespread 
antipathy felt towards the 
intervening parties, particularly the U. 
S. A. The past and present policies 
of the U.S. government, spanning from 
the presidency of CJeorge Bush Sr. and 
even further back, may be responsible 
for hatred towards our country. In addi-
tion, cultural and religious differences 
could contribute to hostility. 

Whether the United States has 
helped a country too much or too little 
has had a large part in contributing to 
this deep-seeded hatred towards Amer-
ica. United States interference with 
the domestic policies of various gov-
ernments has caused their demise by 
weakening them economically and mil-
itarily. Antipathy towards the United 
States is caused A by Amer-

ica's role 
in help-
ing 
hated 
govern-
ments 

stay in 
power In 

1965,the 
United 
States was 
responsible 
for backing a 
military coup, 
which 
installed 

Mobutu Sese Seko as dictator of 
Zaire. Once in power, the hated and 
repressive Mobutu exploited his poor 
country for a personal gain of billions 
of dollars. Without the ability to exer-
cise such control overseas, however, I 
believe that the United States would 
find itself to be powerless. 

American capitalism and trade pol-

icies are also partially responsible for 
hostile feelings towards the United 
States. Some corporations native to 
America organize their factories over-
seas. These factories exploit young chil-
dren and adults, paying them extremely 
low wages. Although America possesses 
the strongest economy in the world, 
many believe that i t does not provide 
adequate support to poorer countries, 
especially in Asia, Africa, and South 
America. American economic supremacy 
can harm foreign powers. Since the 
United States enacted trade embargoes 
against Cuba, only one gallon of milk 
has been allowed per family, per month. 
Similar restraints have been enacted 
against dozens of other nations. Power-
ful American capitalism like this makes 
many countries feel threatened, result-
ing in hatred towards the United States. 

One of Osama bin Laden's many 
grievances with the United States is that 
Americans are selfish and only look 
out for their own interests. This was 
displayed when the Soviet Union met 
American troops aiding the Mujahedeen 
(Afghani warriors) during its invasion of 
Afghanistan in 1979. The United States, 
feeling threatened by Soviet power, had 
intervened not out of sympathy for the 
rebels but in order to promote its own 
interests. As soon as the Soviet troops 
withdrew from Afghanistan, the Ameri-
cans ceased providing assistance to the 

war-torn country. This action led to 
much anti-American sentiment in the 
explosive Middle East. With our robust 
economy, I feel as i f we could have 
helped this distraught country for rea-
sons aside from our own political well-
being. 

I f the United States followed an iso-
lationist policy, i t would be less influen-
tial internationally, and there wouldn't 
be as much political drama in the world 
as there is today. As opposed to many 
Middle Eastern countries, America is 
based upon materialism rather than 
spirit. Unlike the typical American, 
the average Afghani prays five separate 
times throughout the day. As seen in 
much of the Middle East, religion is 
extremely important. I find different 
ethical codes partially responsible for 
much of the anti-American hatred that 
surrounds the world. Although I don't 
praise suicide bombings and 1 think 
war is a terrible way of handling these 
issues, I think the American govern-
ment should rethink many of their 
foreign policies and decide why many 
nations hate the United States. Such 
actions would enable our country to 
prevent future domestic attacks and 
save the lives of people around the 
world who are constantly fighting for 
the sake of their nation. 

EDITORIALS 
Pearl's death should 
restore respect for 
journalists 

Many years ago, before instantaneous 
and broadcast communication was so 
mainstream, journalists were regarded 
with a level of reverence and respect. 
They were the true watchdogs of soci-
ety—who were labeled "muckrakers" 
by former President Theodore Roos-
evelt—and many of the most influential 
and powerful activists of our time 
effected change through the profession 
of journalism (think of The Federalist 
Papers or W.E.B. Du Bois as editor of 
The Crisis). 

However, in relatively recent years, 
all organizations in the field of journalism 
have been given the general, collective, 
somewhat-derogatory term: "the media." 
Due to the large corporate empires 
who own "the media" being some of the 
largest, best-grossing companies in this 
country, many Americans look upon 
journalists with a scrutinizing eye. They 
all wonder whether commercialism and 
the "bottom line of money" plays any 
role in what they write or how they 
think. 

Yet, this new force in society known 
as "the media" has taken the lion's 
share of blame and criticism for many 
of its supposed side effects. Corruption 
of youth. Molding of public opinion. 
Shaping of public character. Even 
disruption of pubhc elections. And, most 
recently, disinformation. 

A few months ago, when Wall Street 

Journal reporter Daniel Pearl was 
captured by a group in Pakistan calling 
itself The National Movement for the 
Restoration of Pakistani Sovereignty, 
staff members here at The Schreiber 
Times were jolted by the news. On 
February 21, the U.S. State Department 
confirmed that Pearl was killed, based 
on a videotape showing images of him 
after being murdered, including a 
disturbing image of Pearl decapitated. 
This video has not yet been disclosed 
to the public. 

As aspiring journalists who sti l l 
have what some may call a "naive" or 
"unrealistic" respect for the profession, 
the editors of The Schreiber Times would 
hope that in reflecting upon the unjust 
murder of Daniel Pearl one may gain 
new respect for the dangerous tasks 
journalists take up in the pursuit of 
"the story." Communication may be 
instantaneous, but information to be 
communicated does not come easily. 
And perhaps i t takes the unfortunate 
death of one innocent reporter for us 
to realize that. 

Thanks for help with 
plagiarism survey 

The Schreiber Times would like to 
thank all those that helped make the 
plagiarism survey possible. We extend 
our gratitude to M r Gene Pizzolo and 
the teachers of the Social Studies 
Department who helped with survey 
distribution. We are also grateful to the 
students who honestly answered the 
survey and helped make the results as 
accurate as possible. 

P O R T C O U N S E L I N G C E N T E R 

225 MAIN STREET PORT WASHINGTON 

PORT COUNSELING CENTER IS YOUR COMMUNTH 
RESOURCE FOR HELP IN COPING WITH CHEMICAL 

DEPENDENCY THROUGH TREATMENT 
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And Ask For Art Rosenthal at 767-1133 

or 767-1182 
or 767-0973 

Hours: 9:30 a.m. - 9:30 p.m.,Mon. - Fri., 9 - 3:30 Sat. 
Fees are on a sliding scale 
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indow into womens history 
Beh ind the curta in: l i fe before the w om en ' s l iberat ion m ovem en t 

BvMea Geizhals 
Slaf/ wrtler 

March: A whole month devoted to 
celebrating women's history. Some ask, 
"What's the big deal? Why isn't there 
a month devoted to the celebration of 
men's history?" March is referred to as 
"Women's History Month" to recognize 
the struggles women have gone through 
in order for society to acknowledge their 
rights. Only in recent years could women 
exercise fundamental rights such as 
suffrage and social liberation. I t took 
quite a bit of fighting for women to gain 
their deserved rights. 

Take a moment to imagine that you 
are a woman living in the 1850s. You 
have spent your entire life in a world in 
which you are considered inferior to men. 

You understand that you live solely to 
please the man you are representing 
whether he is your father, husband, 
or brother. You are not thought of as 
an individual, but rather as a symbol 
representing a man's wealth and social 
class. Your life has already been planned 
out: you wUl help your mother while you 
are living at home, marry, and then have 
children of your own. Discouraged from 
striving for success, societal conventions 
strip you of your individuality. The 
men in your family are more important 
than you are simply because they are 
men. 

During the nineteenth century, a 
woman who lived on a farm would work 
at home producing butter, eggs, cheese 
and other goods to sell at a nearby 
market. A wife played an important 
part in her husband's business and 
political life. She acted as a hostess 
and a companion, and the way that 
she dressed and acted reflected her 

husband's wealth. The politics, however, 
were left to the males. Since politics 
was an area in which women weren't 
involved, it seemed appropriate that they 
would not be allowed to vote or run for 
office. Therefore, women did not need 
a formal education because they were 
not involved in public affairs. They only 
needed to know how to keep a house, take 
care of the children, and prepare their 
daughters to be wives and their sons to 
strive for success. Women's education 
was never given any thought because 
it was expected that girls would learn 
from their mothers. Even President 
Thomas Jefferson (1801-1809) who was 
considered highly sophisticated and 
intelligent, agreed that politics should 
be left to men. Jefferson did not feel this 
way because he was against women's 
enfranchisement; it just simply wasn't 
an option for women to be involved in 
"men's affairs." 

Later, women began to create reform 

groups, debating societ-
ies, and literacy asso-
ciations. These groups 
discussed public poli-
cies such as child 
labor, women's 
rights, and school 
reform. By the 
end of the nine-
teenth cen-
tury, women 
began to 
take the 
steps that 
w o u l d 
change 
histoiy. 

Women: opening the w indow  and talcing a breatli 
Bv Jane Lee and Jen Tsai 

Sluff writers 

According to the National Women's 
History Group, the theme for Women's 
History Month i n 2002 is "Women 
Sustaining the American Spirit." The 
month as a whole presents a diverse 
showcase of stories of women who have 
created and acknowledged the American 
spirit. The theme helps deliver the 
message of what American women have 
accomplished and how their achievements 
have paved the way for other American 
women in the twenty-first century. This 
month commemorates the women who 
strove for equal rights and recognition. 
Today, women have just about everything 
that men have, from the opportunity 
to attend the most prestigious schools 
to the chance to play football on school 
teams. However, life was not alway? 
this rosy. The gradual process of 
women rising to power culminated in the 
acknowledgement of equality between 
men and women. 

One of the most momentous mile-
stones of the feminist movement occurred 
in 1848 as Elizabeth Stanton and other 
feminists held a women's convention at 
Seneca Falls, New York. The women 
issued a declaration of independence for 
women that demanded equal rights. 

The Progressive movement sparked a 
new vitedity in the the women's suffrage 
movement, as feminists began to form 
groups such as the National American 
Women Suffrage Association. Under 
Carrie Chapman Catt, the successor 
of Susan B. Anthony, the association 
created a winning plan to enfranchise 
women. After scores of parades, protests, 
rallies, and literature advocating woman's 
rights, American women gained the right 
to vote in 1920, with the ratification of 
the Nineteenth Amendment to the US 
Constitution. 

Women began exercising their politi-
cal activism to advocate legislation 
against child labor and child abuse, 
world peace, birth control, civil rights for 
minorities and women, workplace safety, 
and conservation of natural resources. 

In the 1960s, women began to receive 
more recognition than they had in the 
past. I n 1966, the National Organization 
for Women (NOW) was formed and 
became the largest women's rights group 
in the United States. Still prominent 
today, the organization seeks to end 
sexual discrimination, especially in 
the workplace, by means of legislative 
campaign, litigation, and public demon-
strations. 

In 1928, women were allowed to 
compete in Olympic field events for the 
first Lime. In 1994, President Clinton 
passed the Violence Against Women 
Act, giving women federal civil rights to 
combat gender-based violent crimes. In 
1966, The Census Bureau gathered data 
indicating that women owned one-third 
of all US businesses, employing 26% of 
the nation's work force. Women have 
succeeded in infiltrating occupational 
vocations that were previously reserved 
for men, such as medical, legal and even 
congressional jobs. 

As we look through history, inspira-
tional women have been leading us 
toward total gender equality. Elizabeth 
Blackwell was the first woman ever 
to become a doctor, and Florence Night-
ingale was the first woman nurse, a 
field that has since become female-
dominated. 

There were many remarkable women 
in the 20th century who made a mark 
in history. Marie Curie became the 
first woman to be awarded the Nobel 
Prize twice, once for her discovery of 
radioactivity and a second time for her 
isolation of pure radium. Pilot Amelia 
Earhart was the first woman to fly across 
the Atlantic Ocean alone in 1932. Women 
also transformed politics. Madeleine 
Albright, for example, was the first 
female Secretary of State of the United 
States. In 1984, Geraldine Ferrarro 
became the first woman to serve as the 
vice-presidential nominee of a major 
US political party. United States Army 
Major General Claudia Kennedy was 
promoted to lieutenant general, making 
her the first female three-star general. 
These women contributed to the move-
ment and their accomplishments paved 

a path for other young women to follow. 
Today, the National Women's Hall of 
Fame is the only national membership 
organization that honors and celebrates 
the achievements of American women. 

The fight for equal rights and oppor-
tunities for women has been a long one. 

Inspirational women today serve as role 
models for a younger generation; they 
stUl maintain their equality and pave 
new paths yet untravelled for women 
in the future. Every year, women's 
history month wUl be able to expand 
its showcase. 
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It's okay to admit it. You're just like everybody else—a 
plagiarist. Only three Schreiber students of a 100-student 
sample could say otherwise. Is it possible you are in the 
three percent minority? Highly unlikely. Don't set the 
newspaper down now and wipe yoiu- hands clean just 
because you haven't handed in a paper from the Internet. 
Internet term-paper mill users and assignment-sharers 
alike are EQI considered plagiarists. 

Each person probably has his/her own 
definition of plagiarism. The definition 
determines to what degree he/she wil l 
be dishonest and wil l justify receiving 
"assistance" w i t h homework. The 
dictionary definition, however, is the 
quintessential description of plagiarism. 
The Merriam-Webster Dictionary online 
defines the verb "to plagiarize" as "to 
steal and pass off (the ideas or words 
of another) as one's own; use (another's 
production) without crediting the source." 
Using this definition as a basis for the 
act of plagiarism, 100 randomly selected 
Schreiber High School students (twenty-
five from each grade) anonymously 
answered questions about how many 
times they have practiced various forms 
of plagiarism. 

The most common form of plagiarism 
at Schreiber is splitting an assignment 
with a classmate without the teacher's 
permission, an act which 75% of respon-
dents have performed at least once. 
In the magazine American Educator, 
Donald McCabe presents results of a 
similar study in which he surveyed 2,294 

high school juniors from twenty-five 
public and private U.S. high schools. A 
comparable question generated virtually 
identical results—77% for public schools 
only. McCabe, however, only surveyed 
juniors. The Schreiber survey indicated 
80% of the juniors have admitted to 
splitting assignments, results still very 
close to McCabe's findings. 

In the Schreiber survey, taking ideas 
or words from book notes came a close 
second to splitting assignments, with 72% 
admitting to the act at least once. This 
question yielded the highest percentage 
of students who have committed the act 
more than ten times (22%). Some may 
consider splitting assignments or taking 
ideas or words from book notes the "little 
leagues" of plagiarism. An act that 
more students may consider a serious 
breach of academic honesty—copying 
from a book, magazine, or journal 
verbatim—produced the third highest 
percentage of occurrences. Sixty-four 
percent have copied at least once, and 
28% of these individuals have done so 
more than ten times. In comparison, 

only 14% of the sixty-four have only 
copied once. Again, these results are very 
similar to McCabe's findings. Under his 
category, "copied a few sentences without 
citation," 63% of the public school juniors 
were guilty parties. 

I N T E R N E T PLAGIARISM 
Although using entire essays or parts 

of essays avaOahle on the Internet at least 
once produced the smallest percentage 
of occurrences, the number is still pretty 
high (21%). Theoretically, in an average 
class of twenty, four students have turned 
in papers with portions from the Internet. 
These findings are only slightly higher 
than McCabe's nationwide results (18%), 
although only 12% of Schreiber juniors 
report this behavior. What is even more 
shocking is the jump in usage of Internet 
papers between freshman and senior 
year. Only 8% of the freshmen admit 
to this practice compared to 44% of 
the seniors. 

While many find the Internet a great 
resource for information, nearly half of 
Schreiber seniors have used i t as a means 
of obtaining the paper itself According 
to Plagiarism.org, a website designed to 
combat Internet plagiarism, there are 
now over 200 paper mills, or cheat sites at 
everyone's disposal. Different sites 
have different features including thou-
sands of free papers, custom papers 
"written by moonlighting teachers" (www. 
Schoolsucks.com), and papers in other 
languages. Many claim to have millions 
of visitors. The Internet has made it 
increasingly easy to complete a ten-
page paper merely wi th one mouse 
click—no thought involved. As one 
Schreiber teacher wrote in response to 

a questionnaire on the topic of academic 
dishonesty, "It is easier [to plagiarize] 
with the internet and more acceptable in 
the eyes of a students' peers." English 
teacher Ms. Valerie Gokturk agreed, 
"Plagiarism has always been around, but 
now i t is more rampant because of the 
ease of copy and paste. Plagiarism of the 
past required a bit more effort." 

In response to this growing problem, 
people have set up plagiarism detection 
websites to let the cause of the problem 

If Schreiber is above and beyond 
many public schools academically, 
why does it fail to lead the way in 
academic integrity? 

help solve it as well. Websites such 
as Plagiarism.org (tumitin.com); Glatt 
Plagiarism Services, Inc; Plagiserve; and 
EVE2 provide programs that use a large 
database of papers to detect plagiarism 
or paraphrasing in a paper However, 
there are many drawbacks to these sites. 
First, aside from Plagiserve, the ones 
listed above require a fee, not merely 
a log-in name. Although plagiarism is 
free on the Internet, verifying it costs 
teachers money and time. How devoted 
are the websites to eradicating Internet 
plagiarism if they don't make it as easy to 
detect as it is to retrieve the papers? 

Andy Dehnart's article on Salon.com 
entitled "The Web's plagiarism police," 

http://Plagiarism.org
http://Schoolsucks.com
http://Plagiarism.org
http://tumitin.com
http://Salon.com
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discusses problems he encountered 

with the detection sites, particularly 
Plagiarism.org. Dehnart put his thirty-
page paper to the plagiarism test at 
Plagiarism.org to find that his paper 
had, in fact, been plagiarized. When 
he discovered the website he allegedly 
copied, he found i t was a posting of his 
thesis. The service failed to recognize 
that it was his paper, with his name, and 
accused him of plagiarizing. Furthermore, 
Dehnart took time to find the site from 
which he allegedly plagiarized, something 
he thinks teachers and professors would 
not be willing to do. 

Dehnart performed a few more tests 
to figure out more kinks with the services. 
A Plagiarism.org report about the status 
of his friend's paper said the "paper 
probably contains plagiarized material 
from the given manuscript;" however, the 
highlighted sentences were all quotes 
with citations. Dehnart went on to test 
Essay Verification Engine (EVE) and 
IntegriGuard by creating a mini-essay 
with sentences by Karl Marx, Oscar 
WUde, Bram Stoker, and Ralph Waldo 
Emerson, as wel l as revised Marx 
sentences. He found Plagiarism.org 
detected the revised Marx sentences 
but not the quotes, and declared that it 
exhibited a high degree of originality. 
EVE2 found all the plagiarized pieces, yet 
did not provide side-by-side comparison 
of the matching phrases. 

WHY P L A G I A R I Z E ? 
Clearly plagiarism is a problem at 

Schreiber and, in fact, worldwide. There 
is no denying i t exists, or how prevalent 
it is, but the greater question is why 
students feel the need to plagiarize. Some 
Schreiber teachers have attributed the 
plagiarism problem to laziness, difficulty 

of coui-ses, and jam-packed schedules 
and workloads. English teacher Ms. Sari 
Schulman observed, "Some are taking 
courses that are too difficult; others 
are overloaded with work and resort to 
illegal ways of completing assignments." 
Providing other observations, Ms. Evelina 
Zarkh commented, "They [students] feel 
at a loss with an assignment and are too 
lazy or have too much difficulty with it 
to struggle through it themselves." Ms. 
Sara Brock made the valid point that 
i f students plagiarize because they feel 
overwhelmed, "plagiarism just makes 
the problem worse, because students who 
copy never get comfortable with facing 
challenges on their own. You learn by 
trying and practicing. I f you skip the 
practice (choosing to copy instead), your 
abilities remain weak." 

WHO P L A G I A R I Z E S ? 
Donald McCabe acknowledged find-

ings from his plagiarism survey and 
others that pointed to who cheats more 
often. Older studies reported males 
cheat more, but the percentages between 
genders are becoming more and more 
balanced. The males of the Schreiber 
survey plagiarized more than the females 
in response to five of the seven questions, 
but usually only by a marginal amount. 
Another factor McCabe explored was 
cheating among high achievers. Although 
most research says that students with 
low grade-point averages cheat more, 
recent studies prove otherwise, implying 
that top students have lower academic 
integrity. Of the AP/Honors students 
(defined as those who have taken or 
are taking an AP/Honors class) who 
participated in the Schreiber survey, 
only 31.6% said they have plagiarized 
for an AP/Honors class. Two of the 

three non-plagiarizers of the entire 
sample were part of the AP/Honors 
group. Theoretically, only 1% of the 
student body consists of students who 
do not take AP/Honors classes and have 
not plagiarized. 

PUNISHMENT F O R PLAGIARISM 
Schreiber students and those Sch-

reiber teachers who responded to a 
questionnaire on the topic have similar 
thoughts on punishing students for 
plagiarism. Essay/assignment failure was 
the punishment students thought was 
best suited for most acts of plagiarism. 
Even i f another option (No punishment, 
or reprimand) was favored, at least 23% 
of the students thought essay/assignment 
failure was the best punishment for 
a l l acts. Likewise, many teachers 
suggest assignment failure or zero 
as a punishment. Other suggestions 
include contacting the student's guid-
ance counselor, grade administrator, 
or parents. Others feel punishment 
should become gradually more severe 
with multiple occurrences. Ms. Brock 
did not give specific pimishments, but 
rather suggested, "The Department and 
the school have to shsire and enforce the 
same policy—and support each other." 

Schreiber teachers also gave their 
thoughts on why it is important to stop 
plagiarism and how the school can go 
about solving the problem. One teacher 
noted the wrong with plagiarism: "It 
is a matter of honor and personal 
dignity. Cheating demeans a person and 
is disrespectful' to all involved." Ms. 
Schulman agreed, "It's dishonest. It's 
cheating. Plagiarism is a way to 
avoid learning." Ms. Gokturk added, 
"Plagiarism is pointless. No learning 
is achieved and no new thought is 

generated. This wi l l ultimately create 
a dismal world devoid of creativity and 
growth of thought." 

Suggestions for ways to decrease the 
dependence on plagiarism and cheating 
include creating specific assignments 
that are difficult to find online, penal-
izing students by indicating plagiarism 
on their permanent records, assigning 
more in-class assignments, and giving 
quizzes on homework assignments. 
McCabe wrote about recommendations 
provided by The Center for Academic 
Honesty based at Duke University. 
Steps include, "develop standards that 
are communicated to all members of the 
school commimity (including parents); 
create a process for handling alleged 
violations; and get a commitment, 
especially from the school administra-
tion, to adhere to and enforce these 
standards." McCabe did point out, 
however, that the steps would be 
completely ineffective unless a school 
also implements programs designed to 
promote academic integrity. 

T H E F U T U R E 
Although it may be "comforting" that 

Schreiber's plagiarism problem is just as 
widespread as it is in other schools, the 
plague of plagiarism still affects all but 
a measly 3% of our student body. 

I f Schreiber is above and beyond 
many public schools academically, why 
does i t fail to lead the way in academic 
integrity? Although i t is impossible 
to completely remove plagiarism from 
the school, most of the student body, 
including myself, needs to reduce the 
amount of plagiarism and strive to be 
the purveyors of academic integrity, not 
the purloiners of others' hard work. 

Selected Survey Results. 
Breakdown by grade level: percent of students who 

have used entire/parts of essays from Internet. 

Breakdown by number of times student has copied 
from a book, magazine, or journal. 

Breakdown by type of plagiarism: percent of 
students who have plagiarized. 

• 5 to 10 
• More than 10 

If you have taken any AP/Honors classes, have you 
plagiarized in them? 

http://Plagiarism.org
http://Plagiarism.org
http://Plagiarism.org
http://Plagiarism.org
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Oricchio examines the appeal of Tan's The Hundred Secret Senses 
BY John Oricchio 

Confriburing writer 

Following her two best-selling novels, 
The Joy Luck Club and The Kitchen 
God's Wife, author Amy Tan published a 
third novel, The Hundred Secret Senses. 
Once again, Amy Tan has focused on the 
relationship between Chinese-American 
family members, only this time the entire 
novel is centered around two half-sisters, 
Olivia Yee and Kwan Lee. 

Set in post-World War I I San Fran-
cisco, 7%g Hundred Secret Senses catalogs 
Kwan's attempts to help her reluctant, 
Americanized sister Olivia understand 
the importance of having faith in her 
secret senses, a combination of her 
instincts and inner soul. Through stories 
of her previous life as a servant named 
Nunumu, Kwan explains to Olivia the 
importance of loyalty, friendship, family, 
and having a good character, which all 
draw on one's secret senses. Olivia's 
resistance to Kwan's backward ways 
persists into her adult life, augmented 
by a combination of her failing marriage, 
fertility complications, and resentment 
toward Kwan's overwhelming presence 
in her life. In an attempt to resuscitate 
her failing marriage, Olivia agrees to 
take a trip to China with her soon-to-
be-husband Simon and Kwan. After 
seeing Kwan's roots, Olivia realizes that 

the stories that she disregarded as pure 
fiction are indeed true, but is she too late 
to understand what Kwan was trying to 
tell her for so many years? 

Within the first few chapters, the 
reader meets Kwan, the tragic hero of the 
novel. Kwan, as created by the author, 
is indeed a truly memorable character 
Despite Kwan's age of eighteen years, 
Olivia describes Kwan as a curious, 
wide-eyed six-year-old. Her eccentricity 
and traditional Eastern thinking tends 
to alienate her from other members of 
her family, especially her half-sister. 
Yet, even as she ages, Kwan never loses 
her cultural identity or her prized secret 
senses, even after being admitted to a 
psychiatric institute. I t is through her 
confession to Olivia about her ability to 
see ghosts with her yin eyes that the 
reader first becomes aware of Kwan's 
rather unique personality. Despite not 
being able to fit in, Kwan only has one 
true goal in life: to tell her sister about 
her previous life in China using her 
secret senses and to repay an unspoken 
debt of gratitude for keeping Kwan's 
most sacred secrets about her past 
confidential. 

Through her stories of her previous 
life, Kwan slowly communicates to Olivia 
how truth only comes through hope and 
faith, and how a person's hundred secret 
senses serve as the connection a person 
shares with deceased loved ones. Sadly, 
i t is not unti l tragedy befalls Kwan 

that Olivia understands 
the importance of such 
qualities. 

By basing the novel 
around Kwan, Tan 
enhances the story for 
the reader Kwan's uncon-
ventional personality is 
similar to an eccentric 
family member with whom 
it is difficult to have a 
conversation without an 
argument. Olivia dreads 
having extensive contact 
with her sister, but i f not 
for this prolonged interac-
tion wi th Kwan, Olivia 
would never be able to see 
beyond her own shortcom-
ings and problems. To 
Olivia, Kwan is the only 
avenue she can take to 
escape her own monoto-
nous life. Kwan never 
demands much gratitude 
from Olivia , especially 
considering that Olivia 
constantly relies on her 
judgment and opinions, 
even when she is too proud 
to admit seeking Kwan's 
guidance. 

Another major strength 
of the novel comes from 
the distinguishing characteristic of 
Tan's work. Her ability to involve the 

B v G i n a Farinaccio 

Staff wraer 

Thisbe Nissen's debut collection. Out 
of the Girls' Room and into the Night, 
is an amazing group of stories, each 
one different and executed with varying 
degrees of success. This book won the 
John Simmons Award for Short Fiction 
at the Iowa Writers' Workshop. 

After her first effort, "Maude and 
Drew," a short story, was rejected from 
numerous publishers, Nissen began to 
send Out of the Girls' Room and Into 
the Night around, achieving publication 
by The University of Iowa Press and 
subsequent re-releasing by Anchor 
Books. 

In this collection, some stories achieve 
their fu l l potential and emerge as 
gems of pure wisdom. The first story, 
"The Mushroom Girl," although a bit 

§i22a 's4)©Ok 
Out of the Girls' Room and into the 

Night is powerful 

contrived, is well written and fulfills the 
inherent potential of its plot. I found 
all the stories in this book to be fast-
paced and interesting; one cannot 
criticize Nissen for letting her characters 
stagnate in stilted dialogue. The best 
stories in the book are "Flowers in 
the Dustbin," "Poison in the Human 
Machine," "Accidental Love," "Way Back 
When in the Now Before Now," and 
"Apple Pie." 

"Flowers in the Dustbin, Poison in 
the Human Machine," is an incisive 
look into the world of a school for gifted 
children and the manipulations within. 
The devilish schoolgirl and her actions 
are seen through the eyes of a more 
innocent classmate and are every 
mother's nightmare. 

"Accidental Love" is one of the most 
realistic stories in the book, and my 
particular favorite due to its philosophi-
cal implications—a drunken mother 
spouting advice on love to a near 
stranger. 

"Way Back When in the Now Before 

Now" is a touching story 
with all sorts of psychologi-
cal undertones. One of the 
most admirable qualities 
of the story, though, is 
that you don't need to read 
Freud to appreciate this 
tale of a girl living with her dying 
mother and sneaking out to have sex 
with her friend's older brother 

"Apple Pie" is an interesting story 
that traces the sexuality of a gir l 
and her difficulty coping with her 
possible homosexuality. Told wi th 
minimal dialogue, it is a powerful tale 
of individuality. 

Overall, this book is a good read, 
although i t is frustrating when Nissen 
fails to achieve possible brilliance. 
Nissen's debut is powerful, and in 
several instances, she has complete 
understanding of her characters. 
Overall, the book achieves its unstated 
goal, which is to relay the story of 
women as a whole through individual 
tales. 

"And these girls-all of them, with their sly come-
hither stares, their you want me you come get me 
lool(S, or that dead-on frozen glare that stays in 

your dreams...they turn away then, out of the girls' 
room and into the night..." 

^Thisbe Nissen in Out of the Girls'Room and into the Night 

reader in the novel by presenting the 
story from the first person is one of 
Tan's most remarkable talents. The 
Hundred Secret Senses is presented 
through the eyes of Olivia and, in a 
sense, the reader becomes her, fully 
understanding how she perceives Kwan 
as a constant nuisance, and wishing 
that Kwan never came into her life. As 
an added benefit, the reader gets a taste 
of how Olivia grew up and how Kwan 
disrupted an otherwise normal life with 
two older brothers and an overly social 
mother This taste of Chinese-American 
life is reminiscent of The Joy Luck 
Club, Tan's first novel profiling the 
relationships between four Chinese 
mothers and their Chinese-American 
daughters. Once again, Tan addresses 
the clash between traditional Chinese 
culture and its Americanized counter-
part. Instead of using four distinct 
relationships,Tan confines her thoughts 
to the cultural differences between two 
half-sisters with different backgrounds. 
Unlike The Joy Luck Club, the entire 
novel focuses upon the interactions 
between two sisters in one fluidic story, 
instead of short, chapter-like vignettes 
that offer the reader a sampling of 
different views on being Chinese or 
Chinese-American. The most significant 
advantage to presenting the novel from 
the first person comes in the concluding 
pages, where Olivia intimately reveals 
and explains how her experiences 
with Kwan in China have altered her 
perceptions of life and the changes she 
has noticed as a direct result of Kwan's 
teachings. 

Upon the close of the novel, I felt the 
same feelings of sadness and empti-
ness that Olivia felt after her tragic 
experience. Since the reader is, in 
essence, Ol iv ia , the reader is left 
with unanswered questions, questions 
that they may spend days grappling 
with. I simultaneously felt a sense of 
completion, knowing that Olivia finally 
understood that those who use their 
secret senses to remember deceased 
loved ones wil l never forget them and 

continued on page 17... 
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Pakistani student condemns 
American-Pakistani hostilities 

BY����������� �
Staff writer 

What is America? Not many people could describe 
our country in a few words, but our national motto—E 
pluribus unum, or "From many, one"—says i t all; imity 
comes from diversity. 

No matter who you are, whether you are a student, 
a teacher, an administrator, or a nurse, i t is logical 
to agree that different views on different subjects 
should be accepted. Americans should not feel violated 
or nervous that they might be attacked for their 
opinions in any way. 

Junior Shakeel Ahmed Chandhry kindly accepted 
to be interviewed for this article. Aware of the many 
good characteristics of America and Pakistan alike, 
Chandry believes that for no reason should the two 
nations fight against each other. 

Chandhry was born i n Faisalabad (formerly 
Lyallpur), Pakistan, in 1982. He attended high school 
as a jimior in Pakistan. Last August, he came to the 
United States and enrolled in Schreiber High School, 
also as a junior. His early impressions of America were 
generally positive. He respected its quickly advancing 
technology and, in particular, the popularity of the 
automobile. "Most people use cars," he expressed in 
the interview. Additionally, the racial diversity here 
excites him: "You can find [almost] every kind of person 
from every country." 

Chandhry remarked that in Pakistan, students are 
generally obedient, and students are required to study 
at least three or four languages, commonly Arabic, Urdu 

(Pakistan's official language), Punjabi (a dialect spoken 
in the Punjab region between India and Pakistan), 
and English. Mathematics is "much harder" compared 
to the New York State level, so the lessons are less 
difficult in Schreiber In Port Washington, Chandhry 
noted, "No one respects their teachers." More spare time 
is available as a result of a different schedule system, 
so there is less pressure on students. 

I n Port Washington, "people help each other," 
Chandhry remarked, "but do not know each other 
closely." In Pakistan, people know each other closely 
and personally and do not conceal their identity as 
they do in Port. 

Although the two lands might be entirely dif-
ferent—socially, politically, and economically—there 
is simply no real reason for the two cultures to fight 
against each other. 

Since September 11, Chandhry has noticed "people 
have changed." He elaborated, " I f they [terrorists] 
were to attack [America], they should fight an army-
to-army battle instead of a fight on the public' As 
a Pakistani, Chandhry said, "many people think of 
me in another way." 

" I f you were to name some values or real objects that 
represent America," I asked at the end of the interview, 
"what would those be?" Chandhry chose personal 
freedom, economic prosperity, and the advancing 
technology. 

I f you consider yourself an American, it would be 
wise to ask i f you are tolerant enough to accept other 
opinions that you have never heard of That is how 
this nation—Novus ordo seclorum, "New order of the 
ages"—could be created. 

Lucas Shum interviews junior Shalteel Ahmed Chandry, who comments on the differences between 
America and Pakistan and regrets the hostility between the two countries. 

Continued from page 16.... 

will always feel connected to their spirits. I learned 
about how hope and optimism are traits a person 
should never lose, for the results can be disastrous. 
I felt a personal connection to Kwan due to the 
fact that her unconventional lifestyle and views on 
unexplainable phenomena mirror my own way of 
contemplating the unknown. At the end of the book, 
I felt as i f I knew Kwan and she knew me. This is 
exactly what Amy Tan wanted the reader to feel, for 

the secret senses also can connect each individual to 
subtle, often hidden areas of his or her own personality 
and sense of being, and Kwan is the spiritual guide 
who can expose these concealed traits. This novel 
appeals to all ages, religions, and cultural backgrounds 
simply because the messages and wisdom Kwan 
conveys about love, truth , and hope are universal, 
and are presented to the reader with a distinct 
Chinese interpretation of the source of these universal 
concepts—the hundred secret senses. 

�����������
Jason Thrope 

BY���� ���������
Staff writer 

As winter 2002 draws to a close, we look back on the 
Winter Olympics and the victories of so many, some 
closer to home than we ever imagined. 

However, Olympians are not the only athletes 
deserving of recognition for their achievements in 
the world of winter sports. There are many people 
in Schreiber High School who are very skilled at 
a plethora of different winter sports. One skilled 
Schreiber athlete is freshman Jason Thrope, an avid 
snowboarder since the age of seven, who has excelled 
in snowboarding and continues to develop his skills. 
He has participated in various competitions that 
render him worthy of recognition. 

Thrope's career as a snowboarder began at the age 
of seven with some experimentation on a snowboard. 
It was not long before Thrope became part of an 
advanced group that practiced at Mount Snow almost 
every weekend during the winter season. Skilled 
snowboarding instructors guided Thrope as they 
worked on fine-tuning his jumping and speed riding 
ability. In this group, Thrope interacted on a weekly 
basis with Kelly Clark, winner of the women's half 
pipe in the 2002 Winter Olympic games. Clark's 
victory had a tremendous effect on him. " I t kind 
of gave me a sense of hope that I could get to that 
level some day," he said. 

After leaving his snowboarding group, Thrope 
decided to practice on his own and improve what he 
already knew. His practices usually consist of "hiking 
the pipe for a while, working on getting more air and 
improving [his] pipe riding skills or practicing 
[his] speed on the regular courses." In addition, 
Thrope spends a lot of his time in the snowboard 
park where he practices jumps and improving his 
aerial skills. 

In recent years, Thrope has competed in several 
competitions on the East Coast, including Boarderfest 
at Mount Snow, Stratton, and various other mountains 
in the area. Thrope excelled in his event, the 
Palmercross, and won a snowboard as a prize. In 
addition to competing, Thrope is also in the process of 
making a video of his skills on the mountain and hopes 
to gain sponsorship by a snowboarding company upon 
the video's completion. He feels he has improved in 
many of the technical areas of jumping and riding and 
wOl try to exhibit this in the video. Some of Thrope's 
other aspirations include a chance to ride on the West 
Coast. "All my friends tell me that it's great out there, 
and between camp in the summer time and all my 
competitions in the winter, it's not easy to do. But I 
hope to make it out there some day." 

Thrope's long-term goals in snowboarding are still 
undetermined, but it is also one of his aspirations 
to be able to compete in the X-Games and to one 
day become a professional snowboarder. Although 
he knows what he wants, he also knows that the 
competition is fierce. I f he doesn't make i t to 
the X-Games, he may still want to coach younger 
snowboarders and help them reach their own goals. 
Al l in all, Thrope is a diehard snowboarder and feels 
no shame in expressing i t : "For anyone out there who 
wants to board, don't hesitate to try it . And for all you 
skiers, you're doing the wrong sport!" 
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Playwright's Fest is a hands down success 
B v Mea Geizhals 

Staff writer 

On March 8, 9, and 10, the annual 
Young Playwright's Festival was held at 
Schreiber. Six of the seventeen one act 
plays submitted by freshmen through 
senior playwrights were chosen by the 
Drama Club Board. These plays were 
written, directed, acted, and produced by 
Schreiber students under the supervi-
sion of Drama Club adviser, Mr. Mark 
Gamell. Al l the plays had two things 
in common: they all were products of 
hours of dedication and hard work, and 
they all were about life in one way or 
another 

The first play, The Men In This Room, 
written by senior Josh Bemhard and 
directed by senior Henry Magel I I I , 
featured seniors Max Esgrow, Chris 
LaBanca, and Laura Silver, juniors Diego 
Carvajal and Jon Levin, and sophomore 
BradTashman. The men, led by LaBanca, 
play "leaders of the world" in LaBanca's 
basement imti l his wife, played by Silver, 
sends everyone home. The advantage of 
acting in an original play is that all of 
the actors are given an opportunity to 
bring their characters to life for the first 
time. The cast of The Men In This Room 
took full advantage of this opportunity. 
Bemhard's hysterical concept gave Magel 
much room to play w i t h his actors. 
Carvajal's performance stood out among 
the members of his cast, and sent shivers 
down my spine. I t was clear that all of 
the already accomplished actors in the 
cast truly became their characters and 
put on a very professional show. 

Junior Dylan Weinberger, a newcomer 
to the stage, and senior Melissa Hyman 
made up the cast of Cuffed, & one 
act written by senior Joshua William 
Gelb and directed by junior Jon Levin. 
Weinberger, who is handcuffed to his 
kitchen drawer, meets Hyman at a bus 
station and later finds that she too is 

handcufTed to a bench. Weinberger 
showed great potential i n his first 
performance, and Hyman as usual had 
full control of her role and played it 
well. The play, however, lacked one 
necessary element: a connection between 
Weinbergerand Hyman on stage. Despite 
this oversight, director Levin is deserving 
of lots of credit. Not only was Cuffed 
the first play he directed, but as a junior 
he participated in the Festival in every 
department; he wrote a play, directed a 
play, and acted in a play. 

Ending Act I was sophomore Ashley 
Gamell's The Play for the Ages, directed 
by senior Joshua Wil l iam Gelb and 
starring seniors Lee Evans and Henry 
Magel I I I . This all-star crew transformed 
an average, somewhat confusing script, 
into an enjoyable show. In the play, 
Magel is determined to come up with 
an ending for his "play for the ages" 
while Evans tries to convince him that 
plays are not meant to change the world. 
Personally, I was given the impression 
that the play was written to prove a 

by philosophizing. Elizabeth explains 
through her imaginary character "Jim," 
played by Piatt, that the meaning of life 
can be found by living life. As we watch 
Jim graduate from college and travel on 
to his first job, junior Evan Jay plays 
Jim's conceited boss in a sharp suit 
and shades. 

The audience was guided through 
this play by the narrator, or in this case, 
"Prologue," who was invisible to the cast, 
and was played by sophomore Ashley 
Gamell. During one of her narratives, it 
becomes apparent that she is no longer 
invisible to Charles and Elizabeth. 
Shortly thereafter, Charles makes the 
bold statement that the average man's 
life is not worth living. Jim hears this, 
and in response, crosses over into the 
real world. He makes Charles see the 
world from his "average" point of view 
by switching places with him. Here a 
love story twist was thrown into the plot, 
as Jim "the Average" and Elizabeth fall 
in love. I t was at this point in the play 
that I became very confused. I t seemed 

Sophomore Michelle Mancini and freshman Jon Merl(er are hard at work 
pouring water in junior Jon Levin's What It Means To Be From Maine. 

Senior Josh Gelb dons a pink 
bunny suit in his own Illegitimate 

Art 

certain point and was expecting a certain 
ending, but I got a completely different 
one. Evans played a different kind of 
role than usual and as I watched her 
perform, I was reminded of Schreiber 
graduate Jenny Gamell's stage presence. 
I t was apparent that both actors felt 
comfortable on stage and with each 
other and their chemistry added to their 
performance. The actors' chemistry 
allowed the audience to ignore the 
confusing aspects of the story and enjoy 
the show. 

Difference of Object, written by senior 
Andrew Montalenti and directed by 
junior Jaime Ormont discussed the 
difference between how different classes 
of people look at life. Usually backstage, 
seniors Dana Brenman and Jeff Piatt 
made an appearance in front of the 
curtain as actors. Brenman carried 
herself beautifully as Elizabeth opposite 
an old time actor, senior Josh Bemhard. 
Charles, brought to life by Bemhard, 
is a high class Harvard graduate who 
thinks that the meaning of life is found 

as though Montalenti did not know how 
to connect the beginning to the end of his 
play, and the way that he chose left much 
of his audience in confusion. 

In Illegitimate Art, written by senior 
Joshua William Gelb and directed by 
senior Lee Evans, sophomore Andy 
Malone played opposite Gelb. Malone 
was offered an opportunity to "show us 
his stufF and he certainly stood out, even 
next to acting extraordinaire Gelb in a 
bunny suit. Gelb has always been known 
in the small drama world of Schreiber 
High School. He is recognized by his 
fellow actors as an incredibly talented 
individual who always puts his heart and 
soul into whatever role he is playing. His 
energy and passion on stage radiate onto 
his fellow actors and into the audience. 
His intensity is by no means left out of 
his play Illegitimate Art and while i t is 
unusual for a playwright to be involved 
in the production of his own work, in my 
opinion no one else would have been 
able to fill the part. Sophomore Anushka 
Peres played Malone's busy proprietor. 

Senior Lee Evans asserts her posi-
tion over senior Henry Magel III 

in sophomore Ashley Gamell's The 
Play For The Ages. 

Peres always tackles her role and her 
performance in this one-act was no 
exception. Malone made his mark in 
the drama club with his unforgettable 
performance. 

From the comedic and somewhat 
bizarre mind of junior Jon Levin came 
What It Means To Be From Maine, 
directed by junior Dan Buettner, star-
ring sophomore Michelle Mancini and 
freshman Jon Merker. This one act was 
hysterical at first glance. As the lights 
came up, you were able to see Mancini 
pouring water from pitcher to bottle, 
separated from Merker by a wall, as he 
poured the water from bottle to pitcher 
When the two workers realize their jobs 
are pointless, Mancini quickly accepts 
the facts and is happy to go on with life, 
while Merker is unable to come to grips 
with the reality of the situation. The 
audience got a laugh at the end of the 
play when, out of fmstration, Mancini 
pours the water over Merker's head. 
Perhaps the audience was confused by 
Levin's play as it appeared to be funny, 
yet when examined more closely, proved 
to be extremely deep. Mancini and 
Merker were perfect together and gave 
their audience no direction as how to 
accept their play. Because What It Means 
to Be from Maine lacked the obvious 
philosophical aspects of the plays i t 
followed, i t offered its audience the 
freedom to consider its deep meaning, or 
to simply enjoy its humor This made i t 
the favorite of many. 

Congratulations are in order for 
everyone who helped to put on this 
impressive display of student talent; 
writers, actors, and directors. Junior Sam 
Marcellus and freshman Jake Glickman, 
both newcomers to the technical crew, also 
deserve recognition for holding things 
together back stage. Buettner should 
also be recognized for his outstanding 
work behind the scenes in addition to his 
duties as director. This year's festival 
compared well with last year's success, 
and the club is looking forward to next 
year's events. 
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Real talent snubbed at Talent Show 
BY Andrew Montalenti 

Edttor-m-Chief 

Upon hearing the winners of the 
2002 Schreiber Talent Show, I found 
i t somewhat ironic how junior Jon 
Levin—who aided the emcees, seniors 
Josh Gelb and Vaishali Jain, in their 
banter before each act—played the 
fictional role of the freak who was not 
good enough to be part of the show 
with his rather random and incoherent 
(and uproarious) interpretative dance. 
Although all acts at the show were 
talented enough to be on stage, I found the 
results of the competition disappointing, 
mainly because those with real talent 
seemed to get snubbed by the judges 
similarly to how Jon Levin's character 
was supposedly wrongly snubbed by the 
show. The thing is, the acts snubbed 
by the judges actually had real talent. 
Playing the role of a dissident, protesting 
Jon Levin, I am now going to fight for 
them. 

The show began with some pre-show 
hilarity courtesy of emcees Gelb and Jain. 
They appeared on-stage to a backdrop 
of various pop and techno beats, and 
performed a funky, purposefully corny 
dance that had the audience laughing 
from the start. The show that was put 
on by the emcees before each act grew in 
hilarity when Levin appeared on-stage 
as a protesting Talent Show reject, who 
clsiimed that being part of the show was 
an "inalienable right." In fact. Levin's 
performance should have teiken the first 
place prize. 

Instead, the first place prize went to 
the Break Dancing troupe, consisting 
of freshman Jake Glickman, sophomore 
Eric Kim, junior Paul Lee, and freshman 
Yang Lee. I t is true that the break 
dancers were vibrant and energetic, and 
many of them did indeed have talent. 
However, the judges seemed to vote on a 
popularity—and not a talent—basis. I f 
this is the proper way of voting, than I 
disagree with it on principle. I f it was 
meant to be a vote based upon talent, than 
I disagree with the decision itself 

Although the break dancers deserved 
to place in the top three, the first place 

victory was astonishing. True, the break 
dancers were a crowd-pleaser, with their 
equal parts of comedy and precise skill, 
but I felt their victory was comparable 
to N'Sync winning a Grammy over Jimi 
Hendrix. 

The second place spot, awarded to 
baton-twirler junior Midori Egashira, 
was completely unexpected as well. 
Although she was a very talented baton 
twirler, she had at least three or four 
drops of the baton in her act. True, her 
act was difficult, but probably required 
no more practice to achieve her level 
of skill than any strong guitarist or 
drummer in the show. Although I would 
have liked to see her place due to her . 
unconventional talent, I felt that other 
acts were shortchanged for her victory. 

Speaking of mistakes, they should be 
accounted for in guitarists and drummers 
just the same as in baton twirlers. The 
final act of the show took the third place 
spot, but was error-ridden. Juniors Tim 
Yen and David Rosenblatt's guitar duo 
was strong, but not as strong as other 
instrumental acts that occurred earlier in 
the show. The first song they performed 
by "What Song" by Dispatch, contained 
a slew of errors—so many, in fact, 
that Rosenblatt admitted to his faults 
on-stage. Although I part icular ly 
enjoyed their second song, "All Along the 
Watchtower," which Tim Yen sang, I did 
not think they deserved to place over a 
few other, stronger acts. 

At least one of three other, prize-
worthy acts were victimized by the victory 
of one of the three winning acts.. 

The first victimized act of note—also 
the first act of the show—was juniors 
Jordan Braunstein and Ian Newman's 
drum jam session entitled "Rich Buddy." 
It was simply amazing. The two drum-
mers sounded perfectly in tune with 
one another, and were able to create 
a sonorous, harmonious beat despite 
having nothing but percussion instru-
ments at their disposal. The audience 
was hanging on every beat of the dnun, 
and the two artists constantly put the 
audience through a roller coaster of 
sound. 

Spezio appeared twice in the show, 
once at the end of Act I in his own guitar 
solo entitled "Graywood" and again at 

the beginning of Act I I in a jam session 
with junior bass guitarist Dan Stein, 
which was called simply "Mark & Dan 
Jamming." His first guitar solo was... 
incendiary. What amazes me about 
Spezio is the way he gets into the music. 
You could truly see him connecting with 
the songs he was playing; his soul was in 
his guitar and the music it produced. 
As he played, his eyes l i t up and he 
donned a rich smile that was almost 
infantile. I could not help but resist 
smile in response, because true love for 
the music is what I witnessed. The 
connection to the music that was so 
strong and vibrant in Spezio translated 
to a musical connection between him 
and the audience. The bottom line is 
that Spezio is not only a passionate 
guitarist, but also a dang good one. His 
accompanist in the second act was also 
a strong bass guitarist, and the two 
meshed well with each other. The entire 
act was improvised, and had a raw feel 
to it that was exciting to watch. After 
experiencing his two performances, I 
was sure that Spezio would take one, i f 
not two prizes. I was sorely disappointed 
when he was left empty-handed. 

What surprised me more than the 
results of the competition was the quality 
of the majority of the acts this year. The 
overall quality of the show seemed to 
improve greatly this year over last, 
and each act showed a different part of 
the broad spectrum of creative talents 

that exist in Schreiber. Al l participants 
should be proud for their contribution (this 
humble author's criticisms notwithstand-
ing). 

Senior Mark Spezio treated the audience to his inspired guitar work 
twice during the evening. IHis soulful jam session was overlooked by 

the judges. 

Junior Jon Levin joined the 
emcees in hosting the show. He 

was one of the most talented per-
formances of the evening. 
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Keys and U2 are big winners of Grammy night 
BY����������

Sfa/f writer 

Dazzl ing performances, tons of good-
l ook ing celebrit ies , never-ending bad 
jokes, dar ing fashion. That sums up 
the 44th A n n u a l Grammy Awards, which 
took place on February 27. 

The show opened on a h igh note w i t h 
U2's performance of the i r song "Walk 
On." They always give the i r a l l when 
performing, and i t is no surprise that 
they walked away w i t h four awards by 
the end of the evening. The audience 
t r u l y loved them. 

The host for th i s year's show was 
the normal ly funny Jon Stewart, but he 
seemed to be a l i t t l e "ofT t h a t n ight . 
H i s f u n n i e s t moment was h is spoof 
on t i g h t a i rport security. Even amid 
the heightened fear i n the wake of the 
September 11 attacks, two large security 

guards f r i sk ing a man down to his boxers 
s t i l l drew laughs from the audience. 

Having watched lots of award shows, 
I have found that the key to giving a 
great musical performance is for the 
performer to not hold back, and to give 
the i r heart and soul to the audience. 
The difference between Mary J . Blige 
t h a t n ight , who stole the show w i t h 
her emotional performance of "No More 
D r a m a , ' and N'Sync's lack luster act 
made that a l l the more obvious. Mary 
J . Blige exuded so much emotion and 
power, i t became clear why she is known 
as "the Queen of Soul." Throwing her 
hands up i n t r i u m p h , she was given a 
standing ovation at the end of what was 
my favorite performance of the show. 

Alic ia Keys seemed to erupt on the 
music scene and take everyone by storm 
this year. She is a t rue example of a 
musician earning acclaim i n the music 
business based on her talent , when the 

U2 gave one of the most memorable and well-received performances 
of the evening, and also won four awards. 

phenomenon of "boy bands" seems, to 
be work ing solely off the members' good 
looks. Nominated for six awards and 
w i n n i n g five for her a lbum "Songs i n 
A Minor," Keys said, " . . . this album is a 
lot of struggles i n the making, and is 
dedicated to being who you are." "Songs 
i n A Minor" won for best R-t-B album, 
and Keys also shone i n her soul fu l 
performances of "Fa l l in ' " and "A Woman's 
Worth . " 

B u t there were many other great 
performances at t h i s year's G r a m m y 
Awards. M o u l i n Rouge girls Christ ina 
A g u i l e r a , L i l ' K i m , M y a , P i n k , and 
Missy El l io t gave a colorful show that 
entertained a l l . From Pink's raccoon-like 
eyes i n black makeup, to Christ ina 's 
new Maril3Ti Monroe look, the stage was 
b u r s t i n g w i t h statements of fashion. 
The girls wore colorful robes which were 
later taken off to reveal skimpy outfits 
underneath. A t the end. Missy El l iot 
introduced Pat t i Labelle who treated the 
audience to a rendit ion of the original 
1974 "Lady Marmalade." The M o u l i n 
Rouge girls won an award for Best Pop 
Collaboration. 

O u t k a s t was another group t h a t 
was deserving of a Grammy, and did 
not wa lk away empty-handed. Their 
"Stankonia" won for Best Rap A l b u m , 
and they performed "Ms. Jackson" dur ing 
w h i c h s inger A n d r e donned a p i n k 
jumper, blond ha ir and a top hat. What 
is great about the guys from Outkast 
is that they do not take themselves too 
seriously. They are able to dress crazily 
and jus t have fun . 

Other winners for the night were: the 
soundtrack to the film "O Brother, Where 
A r t Thou?" for A l b u m of the Year; T r a i n , 

Alicia Keys went home with 
six awards. 

whose "Drops of J u p i t e r " won Best 
Rock Song against great art ists l ike 
A e r o s m i t h and U 2 ; Eve and Gwen 
Stefani for "Let Me Blow Your M i n d " 
for Best Rap/Sung Collaboration; Nel ly 
F u r t a d o for her single " I ' m L i k e a 
B i r d " as Best Female Pop Performance; 
Fatboy Slim's "Weapon of Choice" for 
Best Short Form Music Video, which 
was shot by director Spike Jonez {Being 
John Malkovich) and featured actor 
Christopher Walken. Furtado made me 
realize jus t how talented she really is 
d u r i n g her performance of her w i n n i n g 
single. 

The 2002 Grammy Awards ended up 
being a pretty great night. Between 
Alicia Keys and U2 tak ing home the most 
awards w i t h six and four respectively, 
to watching talented artists perform, 
the show displayed noth ing short of 
great entertainment and gave tons to 
ta lk about u n t i l next year. 

Sophomore appreciates old school music 
of Crosby, Stills, Nash and Young 

B Y A n u s h k a�������
Staffwhter 

On Saturday February 23 I experi-
enced Crosby, St i l l s , Nash and Young 
at Madison Square Garden. I went 
expecting to hear amazing songs i n horse 
voices s t ra in ing to reach the notes that 
they had w r i t t e n 30 years ago. I expected 
sluggish g u i t a r work f rom four older 
men having something of a midl i fe crisis, 
t r y i n g to relive the i r youth by t our ing 
again. 

I was more t h a n wrong. 
Each of them brought the i r electrify-

i n g p e r s o n a l i t i e s to t h e stage, a n d 
they amazed me w i t h the i r incredible 
harmonic precision and experienced - yet 
s t i l l y o u t h f u l - s o u n d . Graham Nash, his 
h a i r silver and his feet exposed, wore his 
usual a l l black at t i re , and was happily 
r e l i v i n g each song as he sang w i t h 
ease and festivity. Steven Sti l ls , i n his 
Hawai ian sh ir t , performed w i t h a soulful, 
full-bodied voice and del ightful ly seized 
the spotlight when i t was his to seize. 
W i t h a cowboy hat and blue jeans, Ne i l 
Young's energy and spark l i t up the 
audience. A n d of course there was David 
Crosby, whose flannel sh ir t impl ied his 
comfort, contentment, and "regular guy" 
nature. Each of t h e m were so at ease -
at ease w i t h the i r age, the i r fans, the i r 

The songs of Crosby, Stills, Nash, and Young continue to reach and 
connect to new generations of music lovers. 

music, and themselves. They seemed 
l ike four comrades on the stage, calm and 
enjoying what they had become. 

T h e e m o t i o n f r o m t h e audience 
throughout the concert changed w i t h 
each song. The performances were so 
b r i l l i a n t that the entirety of Madison 
Square Garden could feel and understand 
the words that were being sung and why. 

"For What It 's Worth," w i t h its piercing 
g u i t a r and rad i ca l l y r i c s , energized 
the audience, and reminded us of the i r 
relevance even today. For those of you 
who are CSNY fans, you probably know 
the song "Guinevere," w i t h its enchant-
ing harmonies, musical dynamics, and 
rad iant acoustics. Hear in g the duet 
under green l ights surrounded by candles 

was simply magical. B u t both of those 
performances were surpassed by Yoimg's 
playing of "Rockin' I n The Free World," 
which was by far the cl imax of the 
concert. By t h i s po in t . Young had 
already brought the house down w i t h 
"Southern M a n " and "Cinnamon G i r l , " 
but when the first few chords of "Rockin" 
were played, a wave of excitement and 
intens i ty h i t the audience as people 
began to recognize the song. That night 
at Madison Square Garden you could 
look down, up, out i n front of you, behind 
you - everywhere you could see people 
making a connection to the song. People 
began to wave the ir l ighters; American 
flags were raised. There was not a 
single silent voice dur ing the chorus and 
not a single s i t t ing body. To hear this 
song i n New York Ci ty at a t ime when 
love for freedom is at such a fever-pitch 
was nothing short of incredible. 

What amazes me most about Crosby, 
Sti l ls , Nash and Young is that some 
30 years after the i r popularity was at 
its peak, they can s t i l l go on tour and 
sell out Madison Square Garden. That 
proves how enduring and expressive 
the i r music is - to s t i l l be connecting 
w i t h younger generations and selling 
out huge arenas is very te l l ing. As Nei l 
Young sang: " I t ' s better to b u m out 
t h a n to fade away." These four have 
done neither. 
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V I K I N G M S P O R T S 

Bv Min Suh 

Assismnt Sports Editor 

TEAM OUTLOOK 
Last season's girls varsity lacrosse 

team fell just short of winning the 
county championship. They lost to 
Farmingdale in the finals, 7-9. How-
ever, Port can look forward to another 
chance at the title. This year Port 
w i l l be competing in the county's 
toughest league, facing such schools 
as Manhasset, Wantagh, Garden City, 
and Farmingdale. 

This year's season is littered with 
obstacles for Port and, despite vague 
signs of offensive might, but there is 
still room for improvement. Despite 
shaky scrimmages during the pre-
season, Port still has a good chance for 
capturing the county title. 

BV Matt C h i n 

A tsistanr Sports Editor 

TEAM OUTLOOK 
This year's Port boys lacrosse team 

lose many talented players, but has many 
returning players to take their place. 
Says senior Christopher Koh, "With 
five freshmen, but also many promising 
veteran seniors, we hope to lead Port to a 
county championship this year" 

Last year, Port surpassed its expecta-
tions when they made it to the semifinals 
but lost to state champion Wantagh in 
a tough content, 14-9. They still played 
a strong game and had a very effective 
rebuilding season. 

Port has much to live up to this 
year, playing in a more difficult confer-
ence against teams like Farmingdale, 

year Walsh wil l be a key player and wil l 
play a vital role in this season's attack. 
Although Port's offense is fairly strong, 
several of the other attack players wil l 
have to step up to even the pace set last 
year by Bracken and Trinko. 

Last year, the team featured Julia 
Trinko and All-American Caitlin Bracken, 
who together managed to rack up ninety-
two goals by the season's end. With the 
loss of those key players to graduation, 
this year's team wil l have to step up to 
reach the 206 goals tallied last spring. 
There are two returning attack players 
from last year: senior Sarah Walsh, 
who had fifty-nine goals, forty-nine 
assists, for totaled 108 points, and junior 
Deirdre O'Connor with thirteen goals 
and fourteen assists for a total of twenty-
seven points. Backing up the attack 
this year wil l be sophomores Alison Gib-
bons and Jolie Signorile, and freshman 
Danielle Bourguet. 

This year's attack lineup will have 
Walsh replacing Bracken at 3rd home, 
O'Connor taking position at 1st home, 
and Signorile filling 2nd home. This 

Behind the attack is Port's midfield. 
For midfield this season there are three 
returning players: senior Danny Zwim 
who had 9 goals and 6 assists last year, 
junior Lara Melniker wi th 19 goals 
and 13 assists, and sophomore center 
Jackie Hehir with 7 goals, 1 assist, and 
an impressive draw win percentile of 
fifty-eight percent. 

The back up middies will be sopho-
mores Catherine Cahn and Jennifer 
Regan and freshman Halsey Diakow. 
The midfield this season is showing a lot 
of promise, particularly with all of the 
returning players. 

On defense. Port has five returning 
players: seniors Ronli Diakow and Maria 
Marangoudakis, juniors Lindsay Levin 
and Lisa Vogeley, and sophomore Maria 
Diakow. On defensive wing will be R. 
Diakow and Levin backed up by senior 
Lauren Wallach and junior Ali Cavallaro. 
Marangoudakis wil l be at close defense 
with Vogeley and M. Diakow, backed up 
by senior Kim Greene. Despite losing 
Sharmila Chardavoyne to graduation, 
the defense this year is promising to be 
as strong as ever. 

Last year as a freshman, Christina 
Saccone was Port's goalkeeper with 176 
saves, and allowed only 118 goals. This 
year, with even more experience as the 
starting sophomore goalkeeper, Saccone 
will be an integral part of Port's defense 
this season. 

LACROSSE PREVIEW 
Lynbrook, and Massapequa. Hoping to 
get good practice in their first scrimmage 
on Tuesday, March 19, they will have to 
keep their game at a very high level to 
compete effectively this year. 

Coach Ken Case remarked,"This year 
Port Washington is in a much tougher 
lacrosse league in a conference with three 
former state champions. So obviously, 
we wi l l have to play outstanding to 
be competitive, and that's pretty much 
our goal: to make it to Hofstra for the 
playoffs." 

game, the attack this year will have to 
make up for any gaps in the defense 
armor and take a lot of initiative. 

Losing team captain Spencer Bodner 
last year will take its toll on this year's 
midfield. After helping to lead the team 
to the county championship game against 
Garden City, his loss will have to be 
made up for by senior Mike Cosolito. 
Replacing the loss of Derek Hafer and 
Jon Ross last year are juniors Danny 
Maher and Ray Ross. 

Schnipper head up Port's defense this 
year. The defensive lines in the past 
two years have had phenomenal players, 
with Ben Benfield, Mark Ross, and Pablo 
Sepulveda last year, along with Femi 
Giwa, Pat and Sean McCloskey the year 
before. Sophomore Vince Zorskas also 
offers support, but the loss of injured 
senior Christopher Koh will definitely 
leave an enormous position to fill. 

GOALKEEPER 
After losing players Jose Galeano and 

Donald Wilson to graduation last year, 
seniors Pat Mulqueen and Doug Lutin 
and junior Sean Lowes take command 
df the Vikings' attack. Due to the loss of 
many other players in Port's defensive Seniors Bobby Ogrudek and Scott 

Senior Scott Udell, last year's goal-
keeper, wil l guard the goal again this 
year. Losing goalie Nick Dello-Iacono 
and backup Justin Ryan last year should 
hopefully leave Port's defensive game 
unaffected, as Udell takes over the 
position. 

VARSITY 
>>Y Anthony Scordio 

After finishing 10-10 last year, the 
team lost in the first round of the playoffs. 
Coach John Marsala has even higher 
expectations for this year's team. 

With returning seniors catcher Tom 
Murray, third baseman Todd Rosenbluth, 
and outfielder Chris Keen, the Vikings 
are sure to surpass last year's record. The 
team also features sophomore pitcher 
Kenny Seligson and junior shortstop 
Rob Tartaro. 

Coach Marsala feels this year's team 
is a much stronger offensive team than 
he has seen m past years. He also 
believes that the defense is solid but 
says the team has a gap in its young 
inexperienced pitching staff. He thinks 
the team has the ability to make it into 
the playoffs and win Port Washington's 
first round playoff game this year, making 
up for last year's loss. 

In order to be the top ranked team 
Marsala expects, he says, "the team will 
have to have a strong offensive mindset." 

Excellent performances from the new 
pitchers and fine defensive efforts wil l 
also be key. 

The coach admits that the loss of 
several key seniors from last year will 
hurt this year's team. Although there 
was not a huge loss in skill, there is 
now a lack of leadership and experience. 
Coach Marsala hopes that there wil l 
be a few players who wil l , figuratively 
speaking, step up to the plate as leaders 
of the team. 

Marsala affirms that the team has a 

lot of heart, giving one hundred and ten 
percent every game. Marsala also said, 
"The ability is there, but it is a matter 
of whether or not they wil l showcase it 
in their games." 

Port's first home game will be on 
Thursday, March 21 against Division 
High School. Some key match-ups to 
look forward to include games against 
East Meadow, the team that knocked 
Port out of the playoffs last year, and 
HicksvOle, who placed first in the league 
two years ago. 
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Girls varsity basketball falls short of 
county finals by just three minutes 
Lady Vikings lose lead to Valley Stream Central in final minutes of semifinals 

BY William Rang 
Copy Editor 

I t was the furthest they had gotten in 
almost a decade, but they were supposed 
to go even further. 

The Lady Vikings, after a nearly 
flawless season, saw their dreams of 
a county championship disappear in a 
span of three and a half minutes. When 
everything was said and done, the players 
saw themselves on the losing end of a 
49-43 county semifinal showdown with 
Valley Stream Central. 

Although Port had the lead for almost 
the entire game, Central went on an 18-3 
run in the final 3:30 to take the lead 
and advance to the county championship 
game. 

For any Lady Vikings fan, this was an 
improbable end to an amazing season. 
Port came into the playoffs as winners 
of ten straight, including a victory over 
Elmont in the team's final regular season 
home game that clinched the regular 
season conference championship. This 
was definitely one of the finest seasons 
that the Lady Vikings had in many 
years. 

"This team is the closest team I've 
ever been on. Everyone gets along really 
well and we're a good team also," senior 
co-captain Sarah Walsh said. 

Port entered the Nassau County 
playoffs as the third seed, and faced a 
probable rematch with second-seeded 
Elmont in the semifinals. However, 
seventh-ranked Central pulled the first 

of its two upsets in the playoffs, also 
defeating Elmont in the quarterfinals, 
58-47. 

Senior co-captain Molly Catchen 
commented, " I was shocked that Central 
beat Elmont. We thought we'd have to 
play them again." 

" I felt relief and excitement when 
I heard that Elmont lost to Central," 
Walsh added. 

The Lady Vikings came into the game 
confident of a berth in the county finals 
against top-seeded Massapequa. Port 
had defeated Central 60-46 in a road 
game on January 15. 

"We're not looking past Central," 
Coach Stephanie Joannon said. "They're 
a bigger team than Elmont, so we're 
going to have to play well to win." 

Port took control of the game from the 
beginning. The team used an 11-0 run in 
the first quarter to take a 17-12 lead after 
the first eight minutes of play. 

The Lady Vikings held the lead 
throughout the game, and they were up 
by as many as twelve points in the third 
quarter. Central hit a three-pointer 
at the end of the third quarter to cut 
Port's lead to 40-31 entering the final 
period. 

For the first 4:30 of the fourth quarter, 
neither team was able to score. Central 
finally converted a lay-up for the first 
basket of the quarter with 3:36 left in 
the game. This was the start of a 10-0 
run that Central used to take a 41-40 
lead with 1:46 to play. 

Sophomore Michelle Kornblau tries to prevent a Central player from pen-
etrating the key. Central won the game, 49-43, with a late scoring surge. 

Sophomore Michelle Kornblau made 
two free throws to regain the lead for Port, 
42-41, with 1:34 remaining. However, it 
was the last lead that Port would have 
in the game. 

Central scored a basket with a minute 
to go to take the lead for good. With 
thirty-one seconds to go, junior Lisa 
Vogeley hit a free throw to bring Port 
within two, 45-43, but Central closed out 

the game and won 49-43. 
Port struggled at the foul line during 

the fourth quarter, converting only 
three of eight free throws. The team also 
failed to grab key rebounds in the final 
minutes. Central had several opportuni-
ties because of offensive rebounds. 
Unfortunately, a few minutes of shooting 
and rebounding woes brought an end to 
the Lady Vikings' brilliant year 

Senior Spotlight: Sarah Walsh 
Bv William Kang 

Copy Editor 

Senior Sarah Walsh waits for the 
Lady Vikings offense to get set up. 
After her fantastic senior season, 
she is now Port's all-time leader in 

points, steals, and assists . 

Al l legendary athletes have role 
models who help them to set high 
standards and give motivation to meet 
these standards. 

As a child growing up, Sarah Walsh 
admired class of 1995 graduate Beth 
Shackel, one of the best girls basketball 
players in Port Washington history. 
Shackel set several school records in her 
brilliant career. Now, Sarah has broken 
all of Shackel's records and established 
herself as one of the greatest players to 
ever wear a Port Washington uniform. 

Coach Stephanie Joannon has 
definitely appreciated Sarah's leader-
ship and skill. "She is one of the best 
players I have ever coached, and she 
has been a leader on this team ever 
since she was a freshman," Joannon 
commented. 

Sarah has epitomized Lady Vikings 
basketball during her entire career 
She earned her first varsity letter as an 
eighth-grader, marking the beginning 
of the final step of her Port Washington 
basketball walk, which started in the 
PYA and PAL leagues when she was 
five years old. 

Not only did Sarah play in local 
leagues, but she also played AAU 
basketball with the Liberty Bells, a 
team centered in Queens Village at 

basketball powerhouse Christ the 
King High School. She played with 
New York's best players like Garden 
Citys Bethany LeSueur, who was twice 
named state player of the year 

At the end of her five-year career, 
Sarah has many achievements and 
records that she can hold onto well 
beyond her high school years. She is 
a three-year captain and led the team 
to the Conference I I championship 
and the county semifinals during her 
senior season, which is the furthest the 
team has gone in ten years. She is a 
four-time all-Nassau selection, and has 
the school record for points, steals, 
and assists. Sarah is also the first 
player in school history to win all-state 
honors. 

She set the school scoring record on 
February 11. Shackel had the previous 
record of 1316 points, but with a free 
throw against Elmont on the team's 
annual Senior Night, she broke the 
record. Sarah finished her career with 
1,362 points. She also has the school 
record for most free throws attempted 
in a game (17), most assists in a game 
(14), most assists in a season (126), 
most free throws made in a career (272), 
most steals in a career (333), most 
assists in a career (482), and most three 
pointers made in a career (54). 

Sarah, along with being one of the 
best basketball players in New York, is 
a top lacrosse player as well. She has 

signed to play lacrosse at Johns Hopkins 
University, which is the defending 
Eastern College Athletic Conference 
champion. She plans to study business 
at Hopkins. 

A four-year varsity player for the 
lacrosse team, Sarah has played a very 
instrumental role in the success that the 
Lady Vikings have had in recent years. 
I n the team's county championship 
season during her sophomore year, she 
scored the title-winning goal with forty-
seven seconds remaining in overtime 
against Farmingdale. 

Sarah was the team's second-leading 
scorer last season and helped to lead the 
team back to the county championship 
game in 2001. She was named A l l -
Conference as a sophomore and A l l -
County as a junior 

During her freshman and sophomore 
years, Sarah lettered in soccer during 
the fall season. She excelled in this 
sport as well, earning All-Class A honors 
as a sophomore, but decided to focus on 
basketball and lacrosse during her final 
two years of high school. 

Sarah's life is not all about sports, 
however She has two older brothers, 
ages 19 and 32, and is already an aunt. 
She enjoys all outdoor activities. 

I t is on rare occasion that a school has 
an athlete of this extraordinary talent 
pass through, but Port Washington has 
been blessed with a natural leader and 
example in Sarah Walsh. 
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2002 Winter Sports Awards 
Boys Varsity Basketball I Varsity Wrestling I Girls Varsity Basketball 

Coach's Award 

Dan Freeman 

MIP 

Angelo Ferrucci 

All-County 

Ray Ross J r . 

All-Conference 

Angelo Ferrucci 
Pat Mulqueen 

Scholar-Athlete 

Pat Mulqueen 

Boys JV Basketball 
Coach's Award 

Nick Marmor 

Boys JV2 Basketball 
Coach's Award 

Matthew Ferraro 
Edward McCabe 

Gymnastics 
Coach's Award 

Lindsay Blane 
Amanda Lincer 

MIP 

Midori Egashira 

All-County Honorable Mention 

Samantha Moskowitz 

All Conference 

Alanna Bares 

Girls JV Bowling 
Coach's Award 

J i Ye Park 
Amanda Ptaschnik 

Coach's Award 

Fernando Navarro 
Carlos Rivas 

MIP 

Terrence Bowman 

MVP 

Roberto Perez 
Scott Schnipper 

All-Conference 

Thomas Murray 
Fernando Navarro 

John Pakel 
Roberto Perez 

Scott Schnipper 

IV Wrestling 
Coach's Award 

Anthony Scordio 
Paul Winters 

Boys Winter Track 
Coach's Award 
Nicolas Del Castillo 

MVP 
Matthew Schefer 

MIP 
RJVoelker 

Girls Varsity Bowling 
Coach's Award 

Michelle Guidice 

MVP 

Brynn Stepinowski 

MIP 

E u n Mi Kong 

All-Conference 

Michelle Guidice 
Brynn Stepinowski 

NYSScbolar̂ UbkiteTeams 
Girls Varsity Basketball 
Boys Varsity Basketball 

Gymnastics 

Coach's Award 
Molly Catchen 

Deirdre O'Connor 

MVP 
Sarah Walsh 

MIP 
Danielle Gil 

All-State 
Sarah Walsh 

Class A All-Tournament Team 
Sarah Walsh 

All-County 
Lisa Vogeley 

All-Conference 
Michelle Komblau 

All-Division 
Deirdre O'Connor 

Molly Catchen 

Scholar-Athlete 
Molly Catchen 

Girls JV Basketball 
Coach's Award 

Jaclyn Zaccherio 
Maria Diakow 

Boys Varsity Bowling 
Coach's Award 

John Kostallas 
Paul Miraglia 

MVP 

Dan Keene 

MIP 

Tom Longworth 

Girls Winter Track 
MIP - Field 

Nicole Gyasi 

MIP - Track 

Priya Nanda 

All-Conference 

Chantal Dumpson 
Niaole Gyasi 



IS 2092 

Sophomores Alex Mintz and Catherine Cahn were named Mardi Gras 
king and queen. They were awarded the honor based upon their 

responses to a question posed by the f cM^ign language teachers. 

(l-r) Seniors Molly Catchen, Patty Borzon, Jessica Memoli, Dina Kerzner, 
Olivia IMoskowitz, Alexis Taggard and Christine Oesciora show their 

grade administrator, Ms. Joyce Shaprlo (middle), what it truly means to 
be wrapped up in her work. 

All students who attended MardI 
Gras had to bring an app^izer, 

main dish, or desert. Students and 
faculty enioyed the variety of food. 

Sophomore Jolie SIgnoriie gets 
wrapped up in toilet paper during 

the mummy wrap. 

Bv Ritesh Chatterjee 

The foreign language department 
held its festive, annual Mardi Gras 
celebration in the cafeteria on March 
5. Featuring contests, a king and queen 
pageant, and food, the event was a 
celebration of foreign culture in honor of 
the statewide Foreign Language Week. 

Mardi Gras is celebrated around 
the world on the Tuesday before Ash 
Wednesday. The foreign language 
department has adapted this concept 
and holds the event on the Tuesday 
of Foreign Language Week. All of the 
foreign language teachers attended 
the celebration, along with numerous 
administrators and 200 students. Stu-
dents and teachers participated in a 
limbo contest and mummy wrap. After 
the competitions, students enjoyed a 
variety of dishes provided by attendees. 
The food ranged from baked ziti to nachos 
and salsa. 

Following dinner, nominees for Mardi 
Gras king and queen each answered one 
question. Girls answered the question, 
"If you could go on a date with one person, 
dead or alive, who would it be?" Boys 
were asked, "Who is the most influential 
person in your life and why?" Based on the 

responses, foreign language 
teachers crowned sophomores 
Aiex Mintz and Catherine Cahn king 
and queen. 

Ms. Marilyn Gonzalez-Montes, a 
coordinator of the event, cited the help 
of the foreign language students as a 
key part of putting together such a large 
event. She said,"The dedication and hard 
work of the Foreign Language Honor 
Society and Modem Language Club was 
exemplary of Schreiber's commitment to 
promoting Ungual diversity." 

Foreign language teacher Ms. Nancy 
Zove stated, "Mardi Gras was a wondeiful 
celebration of international culture for 
the foreign language students here at 
Schreiber High School." 

Senior Maggie Carrera-BIy com-
mented, "Mardi Gras was a lot of laugh*. 
As a senior in my last year at Schreiber, 
I am glad that I went because I was 
able to participate in an event of true 
school unity." 

(t-b, l-r) Sophomores Zoe Rosenoerg , A i isna Sibigtroth , Emily Silverstein, 
Kristin OiStefano, Nicole DeMeo, Jessie Rich, Jessica Chung, Alana 
Bares, Jen Regan, Amanda Otte and Jackie HehIr enjoy the variety of 
food offered at Mardi Gras. 

'J! * 

Junior James Chu shows off his flexibility In the limbo contest. 

All photos by Amanda Lineer and Christy Wurmstedt; page layout by Nicole Tingir 


