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The Energy Future

As the year 2000 approaches the United States has been forced to consider the question of where our
energy will come from in the future. At the center of this controversy on Long Island stands Shoreham
Nuclear Power Plant. Capable of producing 820 megawatts, supporters believe the plant serves as the
Long Island Lighting Company’s (LILCO) answer to Nassau and Suffolk’s energy needs However,
debates concerning nuclear power and the Shoreham plant rage, including issues such as safety,
evacuation routes, financial costs, disposal of nuclear waste, and alleged poor management of LILCO.

Those who favor the opening of LILCO consider nuclear power the only possible solution for the future
of the world. They claim other energy sources are in limited supply and will make the United States
dependent on other countries, including Canadian hydraulic power. They find the safety measures of
Shoreham to be adequate and insist that Governor Cuomo’s plan to close Shoreham is not in the financial
best interest of the people. i

Those against Shoreham believe that the plant poses a health threat to all on theisland. They believe
that proper precautions have not been taken by LILCO to ensure the plant’s operational safety and accuse
LILCO of being more concerned with profit than people’s safety.

Both sides argue about the financial benefits of nuclear power. Supporters claim that although
nuclear power requires a larger capital investment, the actual operating costs are less than using coal.
They claim that since this initial investment has already been made, the closing of Shoreham now would
not be advisable. Those against Shoreham dispute the fact that operating costs are lower, and feel that
nuclear power will still cost more than coal. They also argue that the cost of building of Shoreham has
been much greater than had been planned. They blame this on the poor management of LILCO and
believe poor management will lead to similar costs in the future.

The history of Shoreham started in the late 1960’s when the nuclear plant which had been planned
for the Lloyd Harbor was moved to Shoreham, a town in Eastern Suffolk. The plant was again
introduced in 1976 as part of seven nuclear power plants to be built on Long Island by LILCO; three were
to be in Shoreham and four in Jamesport. While construction of the Jamesport plants was never started,
construction a*‘ the Shoreham plant was started in the late 1970’s and finished in the 1980’s. However,
after the plant was complete the opening was stalled by safety checks, civil and political intervention.

In the fall on 1988 Governor Mario Cuomo introduced his first plan to close Shoreham. Included in
this plan was that Shoreham would be sold to New York State for the price of one dollar. In exchange,
LILCO would be allowed a 5% rate increase for each of the next ten years. Although the plan was passed
by the LILCO stockholders, the New York State Legislature refused to act on it.

On February 28, 1989 Governor Cuomo made a similar deal with LILCO. This deal, however, does
not require the state legislature to approve the plan. Shortly after the plan was announced LILCO filed
for more rate increases than the fall deal had included. The new proposal included two rate hikes this
year, onein 1990 and eight additional ones between 1992 and 1999. Some of these hikes would be greater
than the earlier announced 5%.
The Public Service Commission is PR :
scheduled to announce whether | 1984 Principal Energy Sources
the increases will be accepted on .
April 15. If the deal is not ac-
cepted by all parties before April
15, LILCO will have the opportu-
nity to call off the deal and open
Shoreham.

The future of Long Island’s
energy needs is in the hands of
Governor Cuomo, LILCO, and the
Public Service Commission. It is
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