Students
in the
Spotlight

by Jason Levy

“Let’s go Kirmser!” Hun-
dreds of people in the Nassau
Community College arena look
in the direction the screaming is
coming from. They see a group
of thirty ecstatic Port Washing-
ton students standing together
in one section of the arena. Two
of the fans display a Jolly Rodg-
ers flag—the trademark of Port’s
Great Blond Hope, now wres-
tling for the County Champion-
ship down below. Among those

who would ultimately be the
second best 138-pounder in all
of New York State. The “Coun-
ties” are nothing new to Josh,
who has made the trip four time.
This season was the first year
that he placed. By the time his
final match came up, Josh was
insomuch agony that he planned
on starting the match and then
forfeiting if the pain was too
great. But he recalls some ad-
vice that the team’s assistant
coach, Dan Wetzal, gave him.

“He told me that if I decided
to wrestle, I had to give one
hundred percent. Either I was
going to do it or not.”

Perhaps Josh’s toughest
match of his life was against a
good friend who had defeated
him in the regular season by one
point. Inthe post-season compe-
tition, Josh turned the tables
and registered a 3-0 victory. It
was difficult to win, but they
hugged afterwards. His most
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top ten percent ranking. Josh
can always be counted on tolend
a different point of view, which
explains his love for Far Side
comic strips.

“People shouldn’t compare
wrestling to boxing,” he says as
the familiar half-serious grin
appears in his eyes. “In boxing
youhitaguyoverand over, trying
to knock him down. In wres-

something to get your mind fo-
cused; something out of the ordi-
nary.” But the “focused” inten-
sity and lingering pain experi-
enced by Josh during the wres-
tling season does not get to him,
because, simply enough, “I love
wrestling.”

When it comes to individual-
ity, Jamie Kirmser has cornered

burns, he says “You've got to do

friend’s binder. He has won too
many contests to name, and
hopes to ultimately pursue art
as a career. Since “he likes to
make people happy,” Jamie of-
ten thinks of drawing cartoons
for Disney. For him, artisa way
to to make people feel good
“without even having to crack a
joke.”
Although he has participated
in Port Washington football,
wrestling hasbeen Jamie’smost
rewarding athletic commitment.
He takes the season very seri-
ously, and believes in goingmore
than all-out in practice, because
although it might hurt at the
time, it is for his own good. He
lost in points in the County fi-
nals and says that he went in
thinking that he could win. Both
Jamie and Josh maintain that a
positive attitude is crucial for a
wrestler; if you think you are

) going to lose, you probably will.

As co-captains of this year’s
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¥ wrestling squad, Jamie Kirmser
2 and Josh Weissman did more

memorable match was in eighth

lending their support for Jamie

Kirmser is Josh Weissman who
had earned a third place berth
earlier that day. Hisrightarmis
in a sling, as he wrestled every
match with a torn rotator cuff—
one of the most painful injuries
around.

Josh Weissman has always
wrestled in pain. In his first
County match, he injured his
right shoulder. Despite the pain,
he kept wrestling until he fi-

grade, when, with ten seconds
left and eleven points down, he
rallied to pin his opponent.
Ifyou talk toJosh, you'll most
definitely notice some sort of
bizzarre ornament dangling from
his left ear, perhaps the only
part of him that has not been
injured. He admits that his
grades suffer during the wres-
tling season, but that has not
stopped him from achieving

tling, you use coordination and
balance to try to keep a guy in
place. Wrestling is a lot more
subtle, and also more psycho-
logical.” |

He also has theories as to
why many wrestlers choose to
sport different hair styles come
the post-season. Explaining why

Josh Weissman unldJ-mieKimucrm‘ for the camera. -

the market. Among other ac-
complishments, he has recently
inspired the question, “Who was
that bald guy anyway?” Buta
(self-shaved) hairlessheadisjust
part of Jamie's multi-faceted
story. One of Schreiber’s most
talented artists, his work can be
appreciated from above the stu-

than lead exercises of yell sup-
port. Able tobalance grades and
social life with the demanding
wrestling season, the two
stormed tosecond and third place
finishes in Nassau County.
Jamie describes Josh as “one of
the toughest guys I've ever
known.” Josh similarly main-
tains that Jamie is “as tough as
nails.” Towrestle well, you have
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Beautiful
* Day in the
Neighborhood

By Dan Shodell

Now that we have success-
fully emerged from the harshest
days of winter— snow, sleet,
freezing winds, temperatures
measuredin degrees Kelvin, etc.,
there is time to review what we

in Autumn were rendered use-
less; walking? —not advised.
Biking? —canbe harmful. Driv-
ing? — the only way. Now, some
of you may be complaining that
you're only fourteen or fifteen
and can’t drive, but don’t worry.
There are ways.

The first person approached
when arranging for a ride to
school is usually a parent. “You
want a ride to school? It’s a
beautiful day out. Get out and
walk!”[anonymous quote]. Even
if it’s negative ten degrees and
snowing, most parents will still

showers and convince them that
it’s not nice out, or tell them
horror stories about children who
have made the foolish mistake of
walking to school. If your par-
ents don’t care for you too much,
you'll have to randomly select a
senior to brownnose for a lift to
school.

The most important thing to
remember when getting rides
from a senior is: Parking stick-
ers make friends. To get a
Monfort lot pass is simple —
Xerox an original and then color
it blue. If you are too lazy or

ARE ILLEGALLY PARKED
HERE” will have in your later
years.

However, acquiring a staff
parking sticker takes a slight bit
of work. The three most suc-
cessful ways to get staff stickers
are: buy a cheap used car from a
Schreiber teacher; steal the
bumper off a teacher’s car (first
check that the sticker is on the

" bumper); or, become a teacher!

If you don’t want to do any of
these things yourself, you can
hire somebody to doit for you, or
you can merely intimidate the

Now you're set until the end
of June, and next year you'll be
raking in the money. When the
new freshmen are wandering
around in September, you can
charge them a measly ten dol-
lars per month for a lift to school
every day, in addition to the
responsibility of recruiting a new
senior to give you aride. Andif
you're a junior this year, don’t
panic. Next year you can get a
ride from one of your friends.
Just be sure not to drive to school;
there’ll be lazy students climb-
ing all over your car.
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