
OPINIONS 

Soviet Union Must Honor Helsinki Accords 

a 

lite Timea has agreed to print 
the following entry to the Na­
tional Peace Essay Contest, 
sponsored by the United 
States Institute for Peace. 

b y J a s o n L e v y 
I n a 1986 address to the Con­

ference on Security and Coop­
eration i n Europe, then Secre­
t a r y a[ State George Shultz said 
t h a t "the He ls ink i F i n a l Act 
provides us w i t h guidelines fen* 
our work . I t sets f o r t h the prom­
ise of a more secure peace and 
greater cooperation between our 
peoples.' He then explained 
t h a t wor id peace can only be 
ttchieved through the recogni­
t ion by every nat ion of h u m a n 
r ights and fundamental firee-
dcma for each i n d i v i d u a l . 

Recently, the U n i t e d States 
Senate reiterated the i m p o r ­
tance of m a i n t a i n i n g basic i n d i ­
v idua l r ights , s imi lar ly c i t i n g 
th i s to be a factor leading to the 
"development of friendly re la ­
tions between the U n i t e d States 
and the Soviet U n i o n . " B u t 
exactly how large a role has been 
played by the He l s ink i Accords 
towards achieving w o r l d peace? 

Staff Speaks 
Out Against 

"Pass The 
Blowtorch" 

O u r schools are staffed by a 
wide var iety of personnel. Each 
person is h i red to do a specific 
job, to perform a part i cu lar serv­

i c e , w i t h the duties and respon-
/ srbilities of each position clearly 

defined. A l though some o f these 
positions enta i l policy m a k i n g , 
^ o s t i n v d v e enforcing exist ing 
p<4icies. Whatever rules , regu­
lat ions and/or policies t h a t exist 
do so not for whimsy b u t for 
reasons^ deemed necessary by 
our ed ikat i ona l system to en­
sure the most effective a n d pro­
ductive l earn ing environment 
for the students. 

One group c€ employees r e ­
cently suffered w h a t we con­
sider to be a tasteless and un jus ­
t i f iable attack. Though doaked 
i n the questionaUe gmse of 
"hirnior , " the insens i t iv i ty dis­
played toward these people was 
astounding. This attack was 
said to stem tcxnm dissatisfaction 
w i t h the way certain th ings 
were r u n and supposedly hoped 
to b r i n g about some changes. 
O u r contention is t h a t when 

Unfortunate ly , i t seems t h a t 
more has been said t h a n done 
w i t h respect to the peaceful i n ­
tentions of the H e l s i n k i Accords. 
For peace to exist between the 
S u p e r p o w e r s — t h e U n i t e d 
States and the Soviet U n i o n — 
both nations must have s imi lar 
policies regarding basic i n d i v i d ­
u a l r ights . 

A l though the m a i n principle 
of the Hels ink i Accords is the 
respect for h u m a n rights, i t i s 
here where the basic difiference 
between the U n i t e d States and 
the Soviet U n i o n l ies, l l i e back­
bone o f American democracy 
r e m a i n s t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n , 
which provides American c i t i ­
zens freedoms and privileges 
t h a t are, for the most par t , taken 
for granted. Unfortunate ly , 
Soviet citizens have i t much 
tougher t h a n we do. According 
to a 1986 report by the U n i t e d 
States He ls ink i Watch Commit ­
tee, the Soviet Government 
remains one of the world's worst 
violators of h u m a n ri^ts. 

Apparent ly , the Soviets vio­
late the i r citizens' h u m a n rights 
i n the most severe m a n n e r , by 

there is t h i s type of dissatisfac­
t i o n , the cr i t i c ism should be d i ­
rected a t the policies creating 
the situations, not the people 
h i red to enforce these pdicies . 
Personal a t tacks u l t i m a t e l y 
negatively impact and reflect on 
everyone. 

I n the fu ture , r a t h e r t h a n 
t a k i n g the easy way out , we 
would hope to see an ex t ra effort 
made t o p r o v i d e w e l l r e ­
searched, meaningful , construc­
t ive critiques w i t h inte l l igent 
and realistic suggestions for 
possible policy changes. 

This letter was signed by 60 
members of the Schreiber staff. 

Hall Monitors: 
Trying to Earn 

a Living 
I fJEul to see the h u m o r i n your 

recent art ic le concerning h a l l 
monitors. These monitors help 
m a i n t a i n the sanitary condi­
tions of the cafeteria and hal ls . 
T U s is no easy task when you 
take i n t o consideration t h a t the 
students seem to have le f t t h e i r 
table manners a t home. They 
are constantly leaving the t rays 
on the table, t h r o w i n g food, leav­
i n g wrappers on the floor, etc. 
N a t u r a l l y , t h i s i s a thankless 

prac t i c ing physical coercion, 
t o r t u r i n g or impr i son ing of c i t i ­
zens, the Soviets are perhaps 
the most repressive nat ion i n 
the w o r l d . According to the 
report , the t reatment of convicts 
a n d o f suspects a w a i t i n g t r i a l 
has recently deteriorated. Re­
cently, hopes have been raised 
by M i k h a i l Gorbachev's new a t ­
tempts a t "Glasnost,* which , i f 
c ont inued , cou ld eventusdly 
curb the unfa i r repression so 
widespread i n the Soviet U n i o n . 

A l t h o u ^ the Soviet U n i o n 
under Gorbachev has made 
some effort to improve the h u ­
m a n rights of t h e i r people i n 
order to end continuous viola­
t ions o f Hels inki 's h u m a n rights 
accords, the meager h u m a n 
r i g h t s system which peaked i n 
the 1960's has been v i r t u a l l y 
destroyed by ruthless govern­
m e n t crackdowns. Near ly a l l 
Soviet citizens interested i n 
f o r m i n g n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l 
groups w i t h the purpose of 
mon i t o r ing t h e i r country's cran-
pliance w i t h the Accords have 
been harassed, and many have 
been imprisoned. Weren't the 

LETTERS 
j ob . 

I t i s h igh ly uncalled for to 
lo<^ down upon the educational 
requirements for t h i s job. Per­
haps they were less fortunate 
t h a n you i n receiving a good 
education, b u t they are doing an 
honest day's work . Can you say 
the same? 

You m u s t remember t h a t 
there i s d ign i ty i n work no mat ­
ter how menia l the task. You f a i l 
to have learned the basis of the 
American work ethic, an honest 
day's work for a n honest day's 
pay. I salute the h a l l monitors 
for a job wel l done! 

Elaine Hernandez 

Hall Monitor 
Criticizes Article 

Please al low me to respond to 
the i l l u m i n a t i n g j ourna l i s t i c 
"piece de resistance ' published 
i n T h e S c h r e i b e r T i m e s of 
February 15, 1989, w r i t t e n by 
master B r i a n Stein. 

Your art ic le , "Please Pass 
the Blow Torch, M a r g e , ' I w i l l 
assume w a s w r i t t e n w i t h 
" tongue- in-cheek. ' I f t h a t i s t h e 
case, as a budding young jocular 
j ourna l i s t , you have j u s t i n ­
sulted the w r i t e r M r . A r t Buch-
w a l d o f Newsday. 

Your priggishness a n d e l i t i s t 

H e l s i n k i Accords created to s top ' 
t h i s k i n d of u n f a i r treatment? 

W h a t i s i m p o r t a n t about the 
H e l s i n k i Accords is t h a t they 
have made i t more d i fBcult for 
governments to c la im t h a t any­
one complaining about the i r 
abuses is in te r f e r ing i n the i r 
i n t e r n a l affairs . S i m i l a r l y to 
Moscow's recent changes under 
Gorbachev, the U n i t e d States 
a lso has i n i t i a t e d severa l 
changes r e g a r d i n g h u m a n 
r ights . I n the 1970*8 Congress 
wrote standards for h u m a n 
r ights i n t o foreign a i d a n d other 
legislation. A l though the Re­
agan A d m i n i s t r a t i o n s tarted 
w i t h a n apathetic approach to 
the idea rfinternational h u m a n 
r ights , m a n y decisions were 
made t h a t agreed w i t h the pur ­
pose o f the H e l s i n k i Accords. A n 
example of th i s was w h e n M r . 
Reagan ended support for Ferd i ­
nand Marcos, the Phi l ipp ine dic­
tator . Today, the American 
government isalso against such 
right-wing tyrannies as the 
Chilean regime. 

The H e l s i n k i Accords were 
vo luntar i l y signed by th i r ty - f i ve 

snobbery does not enhance your 
fu ture journal is t i c endeavors. 

I f I misspelled any words I do 
profusely apologize, because, 
after a l l , I a m only a " h a l l m o n i ­
t o r . ' 

M a y I also express m y kudos 
to T h e S c h r e i b e r T i m e s fac­
u l t y advisor. 

F r a n k C. Q u i n n 

Times Responds 
to Criticism 

T h e T i m e s has undoubtedly 
been aware of the serious con­
cern generated by the p r i n t i n g 
o f the art ic le "Please Pass the 
Blowtorch, Marge." Response 
has ranged f rom stark cr i t i c i sm 
to wholehearted approval and 
appreciation. 

Regardless of w h a t has been 
said, the editor ia l board stands 
by the i n i t i a l decision to p r i n t 
the art ic le . To begin w i t h , the 
piece was f i r s t and foremost a 
feature. As such, i t s purpose 
was enterta inment . A n d whi l e 
some people were offended by 
the art ic le , a n eqiial amount o f 
students found h u m o r i n the 
piece. 

The second point to be con­
sidered is t h a t much o f the 
h u m o r inherent i n Stein's sat­
i re l ies i n i t s sense of the apro-
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nations who realized t h a t peace 
^ is not j u s t the lack of physical 
conflict. I t was understood t h a t 
i n order for t r u e wor ld peace to 
be established, in te rnat i ona l 
recognit ion of basic h u m a n 
r ights and supp<n:t for i n d i v i d ­
ua l freedoms are imperat ive . 
The final p a r t o f the H e l s i n k i 
document was designed to guar­
antee certa in h u m a n ri^ts i n 
E u n ^ . A l l nations agreed to 
allow more h u m a n freedom a n d 
free contacts be tween t h e 
peoples of the i r nations. Some 
feel t h a t the under ly ing mes­
sage i n former Soviet Par ty 
Chairman Brezhnev's address 
a t the H e l s i n k i meetings was 
t h a t the U n i t e d States could no 
longer complain about h u m a n 
rights or emigrat ion pdic ies of 
the Soviet U n i o n . However, i f 
they are not m a k i n g efforts to 
comply w i t h the H e l s i n k i Ac­
cords, w h y should they be l e f t 
al(Mie? By pressuring the Soviet 
Union i n t o honoring the respon­
s ib i l i ty f ramed by the H e l s i n k i 
agreement, the U n i t e d States 
could come closer t h a n they ever 
have to wor ld peace. 

pros. H a l l monitors are looked 
upon by students as "the en­
emy." M u c h student complaint 
is (Erected not a t school policies 
themselves, b u t a t the a t t i tude 

of various monitors. Whi le T h e 
T i m e s was by no means on a 
crusade to "br ing about change," 
we d i d w i sh to ccmfront a s i t u ­
at ion t h a t has engendered con­
cern. We chose to do so i n a 
humorous manner. 

T h e T i m e s regrets any h u r t 
feelings, b u t we issue no apology; 
we are a newspaper and stand by 
w h a t we p r i n t . We encourage 
w r i t t e n response. 

J u d i Rimerman 
Editor - in -Chie f 

Abortion Article 
Unfc air 

T h i s l e t ter is being w r i t t e n i n 
response to the Opinions article 
concerning abort ion. Simon 
C h i n , are you a female? Fm not 
i m p l y i n g you can't have an opin­
ion on t h i s issue, b u t I feel i t was 
wrong for a male student to wr i te 
th i s art ic le . 

H i e male population w i l l 
never know the feeling rfhaving 
a n unwanted baby growing i n ­
side o f them. They w i l l never 
understand the menta l anguish 
a woman could suffer i f she car­
ried to t e r m a baby t h a t she could 
not care for. They w i l l never have 
the nauseating feeling overcome 
them when they find out they are 
pregnant and do not w a n t to be. 

Td fe is the most precious gi ft 
i n the universe. I s i t otirs to 
t h r o w away?" I agree w i t h th is . 
However, the question is . I s i t 
fa i r t h a t a predominantly male 
Supreme Court make the deci­
sion w h a t is right or wrong?" I 
t h i n k not! 

Tracy Persson 


