
Students 
in the 

Spotlight 
by Jason Levy 

W h a t exactly ia the de f in i ­
t ion courage? Is i t aampling 
some of Schreiber'a cafeteria 
food? Is i t d a h n g an audible 
whisper i n the soda] studies 
resource room? Or is i t w a k i n g 
up i n the middle of the n ight and 
brav ing sub-iero temperatures 
to fight a rag ing f i re which could 
endanger a n entire neighbor­
hood? Schreiber H i g h School 
can boast of e ight such men who 
have each undergone the proc­
ess necessary to become fire­
fighters. These eight students, 
who usual ly remain unrect^-
nized by Schreiber students. 

show true courage i n the i r desi re 
to fight Port's fires. A l l of 
Schreiber's student firemen are 
i n the i r f ina l year of h i g h school. 
I n alphabetical order, they are: 
Joe Cardiello, Dennis Cycan, 
Tony Diteo, Kevin Lang, Nester 
Lasema, John McMahon, Pet-
roe HestheneAS, and Roy Peter­
son. K e v i n and Dennis were the 
first to become firemen, j o i n i n g 
i n M a y 1988. The most recent 
addit ion was John, who was a 
February inductee. 

The procedure for becoming a 
fireman is qui te s tr ingent . The 
first step is for the student to go 
to the firehouse on Thursday 
n ights , for what {u« called "work 
nights . " On these nights a l l of 
the equipment is chocked. Each 
of the student firemen had to go 
to work nights for about t w o 
months u n t i l h is name was sent 
to the fire board made up of 
chiefs and officers. Their names 
then went to the Pert police, who 
checked for c r imina l records. 
When everything cleared, the 
names were sent back to the i r 
fire companies, where they were 

COLUMNS 
voted on the fol lowing month . 

Port Washington has six fire-
housee; the head firehouse is on 
Port Washington Boulevard. 
Ten t rucks , two ambulances, 
and three chief cars are avai l ­
able to Port's firemen, a l l of 
whom work on the volunteer 
basis. A fireman's * tum-out* 

ceive calls at home) to a l l fire­
men. You've also probably seen 
the student-f iremen carry ing 
pagers on the i r person. These 
alert the firemen t h a t there is a 
f ire , and t h a t they should report 
to a firehouse. 

I f there is a fire call d u r i n g 
the day, the student firemen get 

tflremen: Joe CtmlieUa, Petrns 
Tony DOMS u v i John McMtJuo 

gear includes » helmet, boots, a to leave schoiri. Aceonf ingtothe 
coat, a n d gloves. Th« depart- firefi^ters, the teachers are 
ment also issues keys, badges, usual ly understanding, so they 
and Plectron receivers (to re - have no problem leaving. H i e 

firemen w i l l proceed to the 
nearest firehouse, and don the 
t u r n - o u t gear. They w i l l then 
bocu-d a depart ing t ruck and 
respond to the a l a r m . The de­
grees of a larms vary from a s t i l l 
a l a r m (outside of houses, involv­
i n g brush fires, car firee, and 
dumpster fires) to a general 
a l a r m (anyth ing inside of a 
structure) . A t the fire, the offi­
cers w i l l assign tasks. 

Student f iremen here at 
Schreiber feel that , a l though 
the i r job is very serious and 
extremely demanding, they are 
not appreciated the way they 
should be. Joe remembers many 
occasions when he or other s t u -

^dent firemen were teased hy 
I others for carrying the a l t - i m -
^ portant pagers, or told t h a t they 
- were *not real firemen." Consid-
r-. 
~- er ing the g r a v i ^ of the job they 
4 do, one would expect that they 

would receive a more consider­
able amount of respect from 
theirpeers . B u t perhaps the fact 
t h a t they are unknown heroes 
makes the job they do a l l the 
more admirable. 

Craig's 
Court 
Politics will 

be tried 
by Craig Johnson 

One week ago. I thought I 
was going to use m y column to 

discuss m y opinion of the Bush 
cabinet. However, i n reading 
the paper this past weekend, 
Pve decided to devote the col­
u m n to an issue I feel is more 
i m p o r t a n t and controversial ; 
the death penalty. 

Year after year M a r i o Cuomo 
has vetoed the death p e n a l ^ . 
However, th i s year the state 
legislature seems ready to over­
ride the veto and once again 
power up the chair. The ques­
tion is, should the death p e n a l ^ 
exist? The answer is yes. 

A few weeks ago Ted Bundy, 
a man convicted o f k i l l i n g two co­
eds and also impl i cated i n sev­
enteen other murders , was exe­
cuted. 'There are some t h a t say 

i t was wrong to execute Bundy. 
However, where is the just i f i ca­
t ion for a l l owing a man who 
raped, strangled, and k i l l e d 
seventeen women to live? What 
is the just i f i cat ion for the seven­
teen families suffering, who 
have been cursed w i t h great 
sadness and grief, while the 
murderer lives? Does this type 
of man deserve to live? My a n ­
swer is b u m , Bundy. b u m . 

According to the death pen­
alty bill introducad i o our state 
legislature t h i s month , capital 
punishment is only to be consid­
ered as a sentence i n cases o f 
contract murder , the k i l l i n g of a 
witness to a cr ime, the murder of 
a police officer or prison guard. 

or a murder committed dur ing a 
robbery, kidnapping, or rape. 
This b i l l contains moat of the 
necessary ingredients. We l ive 
near a city ¥rith the highest 
homicide rate i n the nation - one 

placed i n the way of the death 
penalty by its opponents is not 
one of moral i ty , but of races. 
According to some reporta, the 
death penalty is given eleven 
t imes more to blacks t h a n to 

What is the justification 
for seventeen families suf­

fering? My answer is 
bum, Bxindy, bum. 

It's a 
Beautiful 
Day in the 
Neighborhood 
by Dan Shodell 

I know t h a t report cards 
have already been handed out , 
and the damage has been done, 
and t h a t many of you feel t h a t 
dayl ight w i l l never be freely 
viewed again. B u t i n the midst 
o f s truggl ing for surv ival i n your 
j a i l cell (disguised as a bed­
room), there is hope, despite 
agents conspiring against you 
(any teacher who d idn ' t g rant 
youanA-t- ) . I f you lack sk i l l as a 
con m a n , there is another effec­
t ive alternative for avoiding 
punishment due to bad grades. 

Parents of len mis t rus t com­
puters . Their views may seem 
i r r a t i o n a l , but i t can be used to 
your advantage. "The computer 
screwed u p ' is the most f a i t h f u l 
and effective excuse presently 
available to students i n western 
industr ia l ized nations. Remind 

your parents t h a t a l l of these 
new ' computer v i ruses ' make 
computers unstable and innac-
curate. Also be sure to ment ion 
t h a t your schedule and grades 
are compiled by a computer t h a t 
cannot correlate numbers to l e t ­
ters, as i n mods 1 - 18 and letters 
A - R. 

Once your parents are sof­
tened up w i t h thu computer 
scare, i t is t ime to move i n w i t h 
the fine p r i n t on the back of your 
report card. For example, look 
a t the def init ion found under the 
grade 'E- 3.' I t says; "Lab re ­
ports not done, i f not done can­
not take June regents . ' When 
deciphering this for your par­
ents, s imply explain t h a t you're 
not i n a Regents class, and the 
laba.... what labs? Also point out 
to them t h a t the statement i s not 
w r i t t e n i n proper Engl i sh and 
can't possibly be (rfficial; no 
wonder your Engl i sh grades are 
a i l ing . Look at the explanation 
found under the grade " B - 3." 
Defined as "Poor class part i c ipa­
t i o n , ' i t does not mean t h a t your 
pairticipation is lack ing , as most 

people would assume. I t is 
meant to be translated as "Due 
to your in-depth discussions 
w i t h the teacher, the rest of the 
class was unable to participate 
to any great extent . ' 

! know t h a t many of you feel 
t h a t "the system* has abused 
you, so isn ' t i t t ime to abuse the 
system? Next t ime you are pre­
par ing for another lengthy stay 
behind a locked door, remember 
to check out the back of your 
report card — i t may be the l i fe ­
l ine out of your room and back to 
a normal , free l i f e . 

thousand, eight hundred and 
f o r ^ i n 198S. I n this d t y , six 
police officers were k i l l e d i n the 
l ine of duty . TTieee murderers 
deserve to die. However, an 
addit ion should be added to the 
b i l l ; those who k i l l chi ldren 
should receive the death pen­
a l ty . We must sufficiently pun­
ish people who k i l l the moat 
innocent of human beings... our 
chi ldren. Otherwise people l i k e 
Joel Steinberg, found gu i l ty of 
first degree manslaughter erf' a 
ch i ld , wcHit have to worry about 
execution. Judges should be 
allowed to ins t i tu te the death 
penalty on any case they feel 
needs i t . 

A major obstacle that is 

whites . B u t let us look at the 
other statistics that opponents 
of the death penalty fail to te l l 
us. Statistics te l l us that minor i ­
ties commit more violent crimes 
t h a n whites. A n d the death 
penalty is given to people con­
victed of violent crimes, not 
people convicted of being black 
or Hispanic. 

Capital punishment is not 
intended to stop vit^ent crimes. 
However i t does act l ike a deter-
ent . A n d i f capata] punishment 
can pravent only one person 
from t a k i n g another's l i fe , the 
system is a success. It 's been 
long enough, l e f s stop w a i t i n g 
around and b r i n g the death 
penalty back to N e w York . 

Look for T i m e s 
colimins in 
every issue. 

from the 

STUDENT S T O R E 
Don't forget! 

^ Y o u can buy candy for your sweetheart at 1:30 ^ 


