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Please Pass the Blow Torch, Marge 
Hall Monitors: More 
Than Meets the Eye 

b y B r i a n S t e i n 
Whi le w a l k i n g through the 

hal ls of school, one is confronted 
w i t h h a l l monitors. The ir pur ­
pose is to keep the hal ls clear 
d u r i n g class periods and to en­
sure t h a t students use their 
lockers quickly and efficiently. 

These hall monitors also re­
side i n the cafeteria, and while 
there they are apt ly dubbed 
cafeteria aides, these people 
s imply stand and watch s t u ­
dents eat the i r food. When a 
s tudent finishes feasting, the 
monitors guarantee t h a t the 
empty wrappers and cans are 
placed i n the proper oval con­
ta iner . 

Certa inly a job of this caliber 
requires, m i n i m a l l y , a master's 
i n e i ther ch i ld psychology or 
education. One w i l l find i n the 
better school distr icts t h a t the 
aides w i l l often have a combina­
t i o n of these degrees, and oft«n a 
doctorate <90% of aides a t 
Schreiber have doctoratesin one 
area). The competition for be­
coming a ha l l monitor can be a 
vigorous ordeal. 

Some of these ha l l monitors / 
cafeteria aides are now t r a i n i n g 
i n h igh ly specialized vocational 
schools. These ins t i tut ions are 
commonly known for teaching 
oxyacedaline welding on repair ­
i n g diesel engines. I t should be 
noted t h a t whi le both of these 
courses must be passed w i h a 
" B " or better to obtain a doctor­
ate i n cafeteria regulat ion, only 
oxyacedaline welding is needed 
for the ha l l patro l ing degree. 
More vocational schools, such as 
Apex Tech, are now moving into 
t h i s vast field of t ra in ing . 

E n t e r i n g the school, each stu­
dent learns the basics to become 
the best monitor he/she can 
possibly be. Each of these tech­
niques is very advanced and 
should only be practiced under 
supervision. Please do not t ry 
these a t home: 

Eve Control: This includes the 
a b i l i t y to use your eyes to wat^h 
people put books i n the i r locker 
and eat food, both very impor ­

t a n t activities to observe. I f you 
are not able to scrutinize a 
student's every move, you w i l l 
never become a top notch 
monitor . How else w i l l you be 
ab le to spot a person a t 
his/her locker, or leaving a table 
covered w i t h a p i l e o f 
garbage? Exercise for increas­
i n g eye c o n t r o l i n c l u d e s 
standing on a street comer 
watching people cross the street 
and rais ing an ant farm w i t h a 
clear plastic front . 

Verbalizalion: Th is is another 
key component i n becoming one 
of these el ite few. I f you do not 
have the ab i l i ty to walk up to a 
Student and te l l h i m . H u r r y 
u p , ' you had better get out of the 
k i t chen , I mean h a l l . I n the ex­
pert level course some actual ly 
to ye l l , and other trainees are 
even able to yell at an entire 
group of students. Key phrases 
taught to beginners i n th i s class 

Cafetoria lady ucoldm del inquent diner Todd N«wby. 

include, 'P i ck t h a t up -yeah 
you!" - H u r r y up , " and of course, 
the a l l t ime f a v o r i t e ' C m o n , let's 
getta move o n . ' 

Facial Exprtuion: This 
course is separata from eye con­
t r o l . I ^ e facial expression 
course deals w i t h the ab i l i ty to 
give l o o k s . " This is commonly 
mentioned, as i n " i f looks could 
k i l l . ' The m u l t i t u d e of facial ex­

pressions is too vast to mention, 
but I w i l l divulge t h a t they can 
be perfected i n front o f a mirror . 

This t r a i n i n g leads towards a 
complete sequence of courses. 
Tra in ing starts as a child and 
lasts u n t i l one is about 45, de­
pending on mental develpment. 
The courses offerred are very 
rigorous, and when attending 
one of the better schools one may 
find war veterans t r a i n i n g the 

aides to subdue hostile s t u ­
dents. The wide selecton of 
courses often draws i n parents 
who want the i r chi ldren to have 
an edge later i n l i fe . 

Refuse Engineerjrie: This is 
key i n the cafeteria t r a i n i n g 
course. I t teaches the future 
deputy to distinguish between 
the trash cans and recycling can 
receptacles. Instructors teach 
students to dif ferentiate be­
tween cans, by color, smell , or 

2 actual ly h a n d l i n g the sub-
I s tancesheldineach. I thasbeen 
- reported that reading the label 
? has been used on occasion, but 
B th i s is rare . 

Slou- Readirte: The acclaimed 
slow reading class is very help­
f u l for those slow days. These 
slow days w i l l usually show up 
around final and m i d t e r m t ime; 
most of the students don't have 
the energy to fight back. The 
slow reading technique allows 
even the hasty r eader to takea l l 
day to read v i r t u a l l y anyth ing . 
By counting the number of 
pages of reading mater ia l , a 
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