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Freshmen Celebrate Chinese Year of the Snake I 
by Rafi RezH 

China Day, a program in i t i 
ated by the Social Studies de
partment to commemorate the 
Chinese New Year, was held on 
Februarys. Thedayconaistedof 
presentations and demonstra
tions for the ninth grade made 
by people brought up in the 
Chinese culture and by some 
who had visited i t . 

The first presentation was 
given by Joseph Dempsey, the 
son of Mrs . Bernadette 
Dempsey, and was about the 
time spent studying in China. 
Mr. Dempsey began by talking 
about how he became interested 
in China and the restrict!onB 
that he met there. He also 
mentioned the changes he saw 
occurring in China. At the con
clusion of the speech, Mr. 
Dempsey answered questions. 

During Mods 3-4, Mr. an 
Mrs. Richard Ou spoke about 
how Flushing is developing into 
'America's New Chinatown." 
Mr. Ou, a businessman, spoke 
first by discussing the growth of 
the Chinese community there. 

•specially the business side of i t , 
and how this growth has helped 
F lush ing . The Chinese 
community's preservation of its 
culture and traditions was also 
discussed. He ended his part of 
the presentation by saying, 
U n l i k e what some people may 
think of Chinese-Americans, we 
do not wish to take over Flush
ing. We wish only to become a 
part of the community." Mrs.Ou 
spoke about how she got people 
from the Chinese Embassy to 
tell her son's classmates about 
China. Then Mrs. Ou spoke 
about how she celebrated the 
Chinese New Year in Taiwan 
and in the United States. 

An explanation and a dem
onstration on acupuncture was 
given during the next two mods 
by Mr. Hoang and his son, Khoa 
Hoeng. Mr. Hoang gave a his
tory of the healing method and 
showed the various instruments 
used. Several volunteers from 
the audience helped demon
strate the usage of some instru
ments. 

In mods 9-10, a performance 

was given by the Red Silk Danc
ers for the entire ninth grade. 
The presentation included an 
umbrella dance, a dragon dance, 
a dance with red scarfs, a bow 
dance, and a display of how the 
dancers communicate with their 
eyes, hands, and posture. 

During the next mods, a for
mer member of the Chinese Red 
Guards spoke on the Chinese 
New Year and about the genera
tion gaps that exist today in 
Chinese families. He talked 
about the growing diferences 
between the older and younger 
generations in China. 

The followng lecture and 
slide-show was given by Mr. 
Alphonse Campbell, one of 
Schreiber's aasi stant principals, 
who has toured China with a 
team of educators from around 
the United States. He spoke 
about the surprises that he en
countered and the differences 
between the Chinese education 
system and ours. 

At the same time, Mrs. 
Komatsu wrote students' names 
and messages in Chinese callig-

500 Attend Friday Night Concert 
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fun. The bend continued with 
L«d Zeppelin's, Tdvin Lovin 
Maid," which W H S also well 
received by the audience. This 
was followed with two Steve 
Miller songs, 'Jungle Love' and 
"Take the Money and Run, ' 
which was performed by Mystic 
Rhythms at the Fa]] Concert. At 
this point a large portion of the 
audience began to rush the 
stage. The band continued with 
Bad Compan/s "Rock and Roll 
Fantasy' and Dire Straits ' 
"Money for Nothin. ' By this 
time the audience had been 
transformed from listeners to 
participators, chanting "Mystic 
Rhythms' as the band played 
on. Even the administrators got 
into the act. During the band's 
rendition of Living Colour's 
' C u l t of Personality," M r . 
Campbell was seen to hop on the 
stage and snap his fingers to the 
beat. CraigGlantzlatersaid,*! 
was pumped up when I saw the 
administration enjoying the 
show." 

The student government, 
which sponsored the event, 
spent (700 for the sound system 
and grossed $940 in ticket sales. 
The profit was considered a sur
prise as the event was expected 
to generate a minimal profit. 
Coordinators considered thi^ a 
positive response to the band 
and an indication of profuse 
school spirit. In addition, the 
sum shattered G.O. records for 
advance ticket salesata musical 
event. What will been done with 
the profit has not yet been deter
mined. 

Mystic Rhythms was formed 
at the beginning of this year in 
response to a G.O. search for a 
band to play in the (all concert. 

raphy in the social studies re
source center. A contest was 
also held at this time, led by Mrs. 
Ann Mingorance, in which stu
dents tested their skill m t h 
chopsticks by seeing how many 
peanuts they could pick out of a 
basket in three minutes. 

The next speaker, Jean Lee 
Lahey from Sousa elementary 
school, spoke of her experiences 
changing from an Oriental envi
ronment to an American one. 

The penultimate demonstra
tion of the day, during mods 15-
16, was on the Chinese relaxing 
exercise of Tai Chi and was gi-
venby Fran Mazzaretla. She 
began with an oral history of the 
art, and then proceeded to give a 
physical demonstration of i t . 
She ended by doing a few move
ments along with the audience. 

The final event of the day 
was a martial arts demonstra
tion by Spencer Gee held in the 
gym. A f ^ r giving background 
infcvmation on the art of Woo 
Shoo, one type of Chinese mar
tial art, Mr. Gee demonstrated it 
himself Thelastfewpartsofhis 
demonstration included the use 
of a nine bnk steel chain, a steel 
sword, a wooden pole and three 
linked wooden poles. Mr. Gee 
finished by saying, 'Martial arts 
is invaluable for developing 
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All the members of the group 
had been playing their instru
ments for at least four years . 
The band members hoped they 
could 'generate student inter
est in music because i f s been 
going downhill the last few 
years. We know i f people just 
give us a chance and bsten .... 
that somethingwouldgo right in 
thisschool.' AfWthesucceasof 
their fall concert, they arranged 
to hold the first winter concert. 
Craig Glantz, the lead singer, 
commented, "The thing about 
this concert is that i t is an un
precedented thing [since] its 
never been done before. I f s a 
real experiment.' 

To prepare for the event, the 
group practiced an average of 
twohoursaday. Inapre-^ncert 
interview, the band stated, "We 
have been preparing rigorously 
because there is a lot of material 

we want to cover. We have our 
disagreements, but basically we 
all love music. We all need each 
other.' 

As to the success of the con
cert, Adam Zimmon said, "The 
preparation and work for the 
concert paid off. l am ready to do 
it again.' 'Hie G.O. was also 
pleased with the success of the 
concert, with President Greg 
Beti stating. I t was a success. I 
wasverypleased.' He hoped the 
winter concert would become a 
tradition. 

Although there are rumors 
of future concerts for Mystic 
Rhythms, the band has made no 
forma! confirmations. However, 
Craig Glantz announced, "Hie 
school will hear more from Mys
tic Rhythms before the end of 
the year." 
Daniel Saul Contributed to this 
Story. 

inner strength, concentratiai 
and health. This can be applied 
to school, work, relationships 
and personal developments." 

At the end of each lecture, 
fortune cookies were given out 
and raffles related to the Chi
nese culture were held. During 
the day a soybean contest was 
held in which students guessed 
the number of soybeans in ajar. 

Jordan Klein, a fi*e8hman, 
said of the day, ' I t was interest
ing to learn about another cul
ture and society. Itwasaspecial 
experience, since we never had 
anything like that in Weber." 
Mrs. Kay Stewart, co-organizer 
of the day, said, "The Chinese 
New Year celebration was a 
first. I t was a rewarding day. 
We had quality speakers and an 
outstanding dance troupe, and 
they were received in a most 
appreciative and enthusiastic 
manner by the ninth grade 
Global Studies classes. We look 
forward to other such events 
which wil l raise the global 
awareness and knowledge d'our 
students.* Mrs. Dempsey, the 
other «-ganizer of the events, 
added. T h i s is a culminating 
activity for our Chinese studies 
this year. I was happy to be a 
part of this celebration of the 
Chinese New Year." 

By Jay Berman 
Four students received d i 

plomas and good wishes at an 
informal reception for January 
graduates held in the Guidance 
Resource Center on the morning 
of January28. Twoofthegradu-
ates, Patricia Mongelluzzo and 
Rodrigo Olivares, were 
Schreiber Seniors, and two oth
ers, Sean Folin and Timothy 
Green, were students at the 
Educational Assistance Center 
(EA-C) . 

Because of the small number 
of graduates, i t was deci ded that 
a small and informal ceremony 
would be appropriate. Prior to 
the ceremony, Principal Dr. 
Sidney Barish contacted each at 
the graduates, two of whom did 
not plan toattend the ceremony, 
and presented them with the 
option of a formal ceremony. A 
consensus was reached that a 
low key reception should be 
held. Guidance Department 
Chairman John Zanetti later 
expressed ' It 's nice that no 
matter how many students 
graduate, they are recognized." 

Students and their families 
as well as a number of school 
officials gathered in the Guid
ance Resource Center at 11:00 
A.M., where diplomas were pre
sented. Dr. Barish made some 
brief comments, wishing the 
students well in the future and 
complimenting them on their 
hard work and accomplish
ments. In accordance with the 
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informal ceremony, there was 
no valedictory address and no 
formal address to the graduates. 
Afterwards, refreshments were 
served. Schoolofficialsinetten-
dence were Superintendent of 
Schools Dr. William Heebink, 
Assistant ^perintendent in 
charge of Personell Ann Israel, 
Assistant Principals Carmine 
Matina, Robert Bartels, and 
Rita Albert, Guidance Depart
ment Chairman John Zanetti, 
and Schreiber reading teacher 
Jane Flynn. 

Members of the Schreiber 
Home and School Assodatian 
coordinated the hospitality for 
the reception. President of the 
organiiation Mary Ellen McCol-
lum, Jean Stanziale, and Anita 
Goldsmith provided f1owers,and 
refreshments consisting of cake, 
coffe, and juice. Jane Flynn said 
"The ceremony in the Guidance 
Resource Center was a special 
way to celebrate the graduation 
of two wonderful students." 

The option of graduating in 
January was first offered twelve 
years ago. According to John 
Zanetti, i t was the product of 
what he dubs the era of student 
revolution, the late sixties and 
early seventies. Its first year 
was also the first year that 
EA.C., an alternative program 
that provides a diploma equiva
lent to a high school diploma, 
was in operation. Between 35 
and 40 students graduated each 
year in the beginning. 


