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� ��� L RESIGNS 
Mr, R u s s o l l , S c h r e i b e r ' s p r i n c i p a l f o r the l a s t y e a r s , 

f o r m a l l y announced h i s r e s i g n a t i o n i n a l e t t e r t o the Board of Edu-
c a t i o n l a s t Thursday, Dec. 1U« Ml*. R u s s e l l then announced h i a r e -
s i g n a t i o n to the s t a f f of S c h r e i b e r a t a s h o r t f a c u l t y meeting 
a f t e r s c h o o l on F r i d a y , Dec. 15-

There has been a g r e a t deal of concern and d i s c u s s i o n by both 
tea c h e r s and students on Mr, R u s s e l l ' s r e s i g n a t i o n , and some a c -
t i o n s have been planned f o r Tuesday n i g h t ' s Board meeting at Sousa, 

S c h r e i b e r ' s f a c u l t y i s w r i t i n g a l e t t e r to the Board e x p r e s s i n g 
t h e i r d e s i r e to have I ^ . R u s s e l l ' s r e s i g n a t i o n turned down, and 
the Student Government i s sponsoring a p e t i t i o n today i n the lobby, 
±n support of,Mr, R u s s e l l and h i s p o l i c i e s , Andy HcKenzie and JuH-ie 
Bcheinisan are a l s o c i r c u l a t i n g a p e t i t i o n supporting Mr, R u s s e l l ' s 
p o l i c i e s and t h e i r c o n t i n u a t i o n next y e a r . These throe groups f e e l 
t h a t w i t h Mr, R u s s e l l ' s departure the program p r e s e n t l y a t S c h r e i b e r 
w i l l be a l t e r e d and t h a t t h i s w i l l j e o p a r d i z e the e d u c a t i o n a l system 
i n Port Washington, 

A copy of Mr, R u s s e l l ' s l e t t e r f o l l o w s : 

I have f o r some time been engaged i n a s o u l - s e a r c h i n g 
r e - c o n s i d e r a t i o n of my f u t u r e here i n Port Washington, For 
s e v e r a l reasons which are deeply p e r s o n a l , I have reached 
the d e c i s i o n not t o continue beyond June 30 of the cxirrent 
1972-1973 s c h o o l y e a r . T h i s d e c i s i o n has been reached w i t h 
great r e l u c t a n c e and w i t h profound r e g r e t . My experience at 
S c h r e i b e r High School has been u n i q u e l y rewarding and f u l -
f i l l i n g , both p e r s o n a l l y and p r o f e s s i o n a l l y . I t i s an exper-
ience t h a t I s h a l l never f o r g e t , as I s h a l l never forp:et the 

{Continued on next page,) 
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I t i s imperative t h a t you and your parents 

a t t e n d the School Board meeting a t Sousa, t o -

n i g h t a t 8:15» to show your support f o r Mr. 

R u s s e l l , modular s c h e d u l i n g , the e l e c t i v e pro-

gram, and the p r o g r e s s i v e t r e nd i n education -

we p r e s e n t l y have i n Port Washington, 

Major accomplishments under Kr» R u s s e l l a r e : 

1 , the i n s t i t u t i o n of modular s c h e d u l i ng 
2, the adoption of a new c o n f i d e n t i a l drug 

cod(f, w i t h guidance and medical a s s i s t a n c e 
3, « independent study c r e d i t f o r i n f o r m a l s t u d i e s 
k» members of commxinity i n v i t e d to v i s i t S c h r e i -

ber 
$, the establishmen t of student smoking ar e a s 
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superb p r o f e s s i o n a l colleagraes w i t h whom I have worked, nor 
the young people of t h i s cormunlty, so warm, ao honest, so 
e x c i t i n g i n t h e i r p o t e n t i a l , who have c o n s t i t u t e d the very 
s p e c i a l j o y o f my Schreiber s o j o u r n . At t h i s p o i n t I t l a 
probable, but not d e f i n i t e , t h ^ t I s h a l l r e t i r e from a c t i v e 
s e r v i c e i n New York State's p u b l i c education. I p l a n , how-
ever, no n a t t e r what the f i n a l d e c i s i o n as t o New York r e -
t i r e m e n t , t o continue my p r o f e s s i o n a l s e r v i c e i n some ca.-
p a c i t y , wherever i t might c o n t r i b u t e , i n ways t h a t I could 
f i n d s i g n i f i c a n t , t o moving American p u b l i c education f o r -
ward, 

I am j s e n s i t i v e t o the assistance and support t h a t you, 
p e r s o n a l l y , have pro v i d e d, and express my s i n c e r e a p p r e c i a-
t i o n a t t h i s t i m e . 

The t i m i n g of any p u b l i c announcement I leave e n t i r e l y 
i n your hands. You may have my assurance t h a t I s l i a l l work 
t o the utmost of ray a b i l i t y t o leave the Schreiber program 
i n the strongest p o s s i b l e c o n d i t i o n , and t o smooth the t r a n -
s i t i o n t o a new b u i l d i n g a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . 

S i n c e r e l y , 

Mr. Russell's r e s i g n a t i o n can mean the end o f modular schedul-
i n g . I t can mean a r e t u r n t o the e i g h t p e r i o d day and the removal 
o f the l i b e r a l e d u c a t i o n a l reforms t h a t have been e s t a b l i s h e d i n the 
l a s t two and a h a l f years. 

I t i s evident t h a t a major reason f o r h i s r e s i g n a t i o n i s the 
la c k of support from d i f f e r i n g , f a c t i o n s o f t h i s school community. 
Teachers have already awakened t o the b a t t l e and are d r a f t i n g a 
l e t t e r t o the School Board u r g i n g them t o persuade Mr. R u s s e l l t o 
reconsider h i s d e c i s i o n . The students have yet t o be heard from. 
But the g r e a t e s t lack o f support has come from the School Board and 
the community at l a r g e . The community has demonstrated t h e i r d i s -
t a s t e f o r the modular program by e l e c t i n g conservative representa-
t i v e s t o the School Board by a d e f i n i t e m a j o r i t y . The School Board 
then shoved a tremendous la c k o f p r o f e s s i o n a l courtefey by forming 
the d i s t r i c t d i s c i p l i n a r y code w i t h o u t c o n s u l t i n g the p r i n c i p a l whos 
school would be most a f f e c t e d . The town newspapers also attempted 
t o undermine Mr. Russell's e f f o r t s by a s s o c i a t i n g modular scheduling 
w i t h drug a r r e s t s and students l o i t e r i n g downtown d u r i n g school hour: 
We f i n d t h i s lack of support t o t a l l y u n j u s t i f i e d . 

During h i s time as p r i n c i p a l , Mr. R u s s e l l has g i v e n t h i s 
school and i t s students a g r e a t deal i n a short t i m e . Besides 
modular scheduling, Mr. R u s s e l l has upgraded d i s c i p l i n e , i n i t i a t e d a 
c o n f i d e n t i a l drug p o l i c y , allowed student smoking areas, increased 
the number o f students t a k i n g regents and Regents Scholarship t e s t s , 
made e a r l y graduation e a s i e r and given more college-bound students 
a b e t t e r chance o f being accepted t o the c o l l e g e of t h e i r choice. 

Now i s the time t o show our support o f the man who has, time t 
and time again, demonstrated t h a t he has o n l y the w e l f a r e o f the 
students i n mind. What can we do? A t t e n d the Board meeting, or 
b e t t e r y e t , have your parents a t t e n d and express t h e i r o p i n i o n s . We) 
urge you, w i t h a l l p o s s i b l e s i n c e r i t y , t o support a man who has done 
much foe you. 

Copy, l a y o u t , and e d i t i n g by: Mike Pendrich, Harlan Greenman, Joanne 
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