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What Sputnik Means to PDSHS 
To every educational institution in America, it is disturbing 

to relate that there is a satellite whirling around the earth, a Sput­
nik not fostered by the United States. We, at PDSHS, are only one 
school out of thousands and yet our interest and concern is a sample 
of what is taking place on a national scale in all the schools of 
the country. However, interest and concern are not enough. We, 
along wth other schools, must convert our energies into work — 
work that will make the world a safer place for our children, the 
future generations. It's up to us, the high school students, to pull 
America up by her boot straps, to raise our scientific advancement 
to the plane of Russia's by increased understanding, training and 
knowledge. This last statement may sound trite or foolish. Yet 
even while this paper is going to press, there are activities, in 
PDSHS that are trying to do just that. Retort has begun a rocket 
project. When they are finished, the product may not be of direct 
use to the American government, but consider of what great value 
will be the understanding and training and knowledge gained by 
the experimentation of these students. It will be a basis for future 
study and achievement. 

Elsewhere in the student body, increased understanding of our 
problems is being gained through other channels. Science and 
history classes are discussing Sputnik, openly and objectively. 
Through an exchange of ideas and opinions, the students of PDSHS 
are getting a new perspective of the missile program. In a democ­
racy, an uninformed, uninterested people really is the only deadly 
threat to independence. 

Mr. Hendrickson has just returned from attending a conference 
at which an attempt was made to evaluate our fchools and our 
system of teaching and learning. In Albany, there are education 
experts who are trying to decide how to make PDSHS and others, 
better institutions, more efficient instruments to propel the age 
of rockets and missiles in the United States. 

Our job? — Never to lose faith in the abilities of our country 
because then we admit our own failure even before the fight has 
begun. Our watchword should be "preparedness" — for rockets, 
for missiles, for Russia, for the future. 

Faculty Xmas Party 
W i t h a l i t t l e i m a g i n a t i o n , i t s h o u l d n o t b e l o o d i f f i cu l t t o p i c t u r e 

t h i s f a c u l t y C h r i s t m a s p a r t y , as t h e e d i t o r s h a v e d r e a m e d i t u p . 
E v e r y o n e is a s s e m b l e d , e x c e p t fo r a f ew f a m i l i a r f ace s , a n d a l l 

t u r n e x p e c t a n t l y t o w a r d t h e d o o r of Mr . M a c ' s l i v i n g - r o o m . T h e s o u n d 
of b e l l s is h e a r d . S u r e e n o u g h , t h e r e is Mr . K e z a r p l a y i n g S a n t a C l a u s 
a n d b e a m i n g w i t h C h r i s t m a s sp i r i t . 

T h e r e d o e s n ' t a p p e a r t o b e t r e e , b u t a l l of a s u d d e n , Mr. P i c k e t t 
e n t e r s w i t h a s p r u c e r i g h t f r o m t h e N e w H a m p s h i r e w o o d s . M r s . E n g l e -
b e r t a n d M r s . B a r n h o u s e s i n g S p a n i s h c a r o l s w h i l e Mr . M e s r o b i a n p l a y s 
t h e p i a n o . N e v e r t o b e o u t - d o n e . Miss B u c k l e y a n d M i s s Duffy t a k e 
t u r n s s i n g i n g F r e n c h a n d L a t i n v e r s e s t o " O h , C o m e Al l Y e F a i t h f u l . " 

T h e n t h e d o o r of t h e l i v i n g r o o m b u r s t s o p e n a n d M r s . H u g g i n s 
a n d M i s s D i c k s o n e n t e r w i t h t h e C h r i s t m a s t u r k e y . N o w e v e r y o n e i s 
p r e s e n t , a n d t h e f a c u l t y C h r i s t m a s p a r t y i s c o m p l e t e . 

T h e d i m e s t o r e w a s c h e e r f u l l y l i t a n d A s h l e y ' s b l o n d e h a i r s h o n e ir 
t h e o v e r h e a d l i g h t i n g a b o v e t h e c a r d c o u n t e r . I t w a s p l e a s a n t l y w a r m . .A 
p e r s i s t e n t co ld r a i n b e a t on t h e d e c o r a t e d w i n d o w s a t t h e f r o n t of th. 
s t o r e . B u t A s h l e y c o u l d n ' t m a k e u p h e r m i n d a b o u t a c a r d n o w t h a t shi 
h a d d e c i d e d t o s e n d e v e r y b o d y t h e s a m e d e s i g n . T h e c h o i c e w a s impor­
t a n t . S h e w a s n ' t u p t o i t . 

H e r gaze w a n d e r e d a n d n o t i c e d a t i n y s h r i v e l l e d a n d t o o t h l e s s old 
w o m a n c o m i n g t h r o u g h t h e f r o n t d o o r . T h e l a r g e p a p e r s ack s h e carried 
w a s w e t f r o m t h e r a i n . So w a s h e r t a t t e r e d b r o w n coa t . H e r appea rance 
d i s t r e s s e d A s h l e y a n d t h e p e r s o n w h o f o l l o w e d h e r d id e v e n m o r e . She 
c o u l d n ' t s t o p l o o k i n g a t h i m . 

H e w a s a m a n of a b o u t t w e n t y - s i x , s t o c k i l y b u i l t a n d w e a r i n g a 
b l a c k k n i t h a t t h a t c a m e d o w n o v e r h i s e a r s . F o r a m o m e n t A s h l e y wa.s 
n o t c e r t a i n of w h a t w a s w r o n g w i t h h i m , n o t u n t i l h e s t a r t e d to grin, 
s l i g h t l y a t f i r s t , t h e n b r o a d l y , i n a n e l y . T h e n s h e k n e w . H e w a s one of 
t h o s e a d u l t s w h o s e m i n d is f o r e v e r a c h i l d ' s m i n d . 

S h e w a t c h e d h i m t w i s t h i s f i n g e r s a n d look a b o u t h i m , n o t moving 
h i s h e a d o n l y h i s u n h a p p y e y e s . H i s gaze m e t h e r s fo r a m o m e n t . Then, 
s u d d e n l y , t e r r i f y i n g l y , all of h i s t e e t h w e r e d i s p l a y e d , l i k e s o m e o n e mak­
i n g f u n of a t o o t h p a s t e ad . 

S i c k e n e d , f e e l i n g e v e r y b i t of d e s i r e t o b e p a r t of C h r i s t m a s leave 
h e r . A s h l e y m a d e h e r s e l f look a w a y . S h e b o u g h t a s a m p l e c a r d , in tending 
t o a s k h e r m o t h e r if i t w o u l d d o fo r e v e r y b o d y . 

S h e s t a r t e d o u t of t h e s t o r e . T h e n n e a r t h e c o s m e t i c c o u n t e r sho 
s a w t h a t b l a c k k n i t h a t a g a i n . A s t h o u g h b e w i t c h e d s h e m o v e d in its 
d i r e c t i o n . T h e m a n ' s b a c k w a s t u r n e d s l i g h t l y . T h e o ld w o m a n wasn't 
in s i g h t . H e w a s fingering a b o t t l e of n a i l p o l i s h , r e d , e x p l o r i n g the 
c u r v e s cf t h e c o n t a i n e r w i t h h i s f i n g e r s , a d m i r i n g i t w i t h h i s eyes . 

S u d d e n l y w h i l e A s h l e y w a t c h e d f a s c i n a t e d h e p u s h e d t h e container 
i n t o h i s m o u t h , fe l t i t w i t h h i s t o n g u e . H e r e m o v e d i t a g a i n t h e n and 
c l a s p e d it, h o l d i n g i t s i m a g e b e f o r e h i s e y e s , a s t h o u g h h e f e a r e d some 
o n e w o u l d s p i r i t i t a w a y . 

A l m o s t i m m e d i a t e l y t h e o ld w o m a n d i d s e e h i m . S h e c a m e behind 
h i m , t h e t o p of h e r h e a d b a r e l y r e a c h i n g h i s s h o u l d e r . A s h l e y was now 
a b s o l u t e l y i n v o l v e d in t h e s c e n e . S h e w a s a f r a i d t h e o ld w o m a n would 
r e s e n t t h a t a n d t r i e d h a r d t o a p p e a r v e r y i n t e r e s t e d i n s o m e na i l files, 
a l t h o u g h s h e c o u l d h e a r as w e l l a s s e e a l l t h a t w e n t on b e t w e e n the 
s t r a n g e p a i r . 

T h e o ld w o m a n p u t h e r h a n d u p a n d t r i e d tq t a k e t}ie b o t t l e from 
t h e ma i l . B u t h e r e s i s t e d , f r a n t i c a l l y l i k e a c h i l d . 

" M i n e , " h e c r i e d . 
" N o , n o , " s h e s a i d , " N o m o n e y fo r t h a t . " 
" M i n e , " h e r e p e a t e d . H i s f a c e c o n t o r t e d l i k e a c h i l d ' s . 
" N o , " s h e s a i d a g a i n . S h e s l a p p e d h i s h a n d s h a r p l y , se ized t h e bottle 

a n d r e p l a c e d i t o n t h e c o u n t e r . 
" C o m e , " s h e o r d e r e d . O b e d i e n t l y h e f o l l o w e d h i s h e a d b e n t toward 

t h e f loor . A s h l e y f e l t d e e p p i t y w h e n s h e s a w h i m t u r n a n d look back 
w i t h i n f i n i t e l o n g i n g a t t h e n a i l p o l i s h . 

H e w a s c r y i n g . T e a r s w e r e r u n n i n g d o w n h i s c h e e k s . 
W i l d l y A s h l e y p i c k e d u p t h e b o t t l e of p o l i s h w h i c h w a s streaked 

w i t h h i s s a l i va a n d p a i d a c l e r k f o r it . T h e n s h e d a r t e d a m o n g the 
p e o p l e a n d t h r o u g h t h e f r o n t d o o r . S h e c a u g h t u p w i t h h i m in the cold 
d r i zz le o u t s i d e t h e s t o r e . 

" P a r d o n m e , " s h e m u r m u r e d . " I w a n t t o g i v e y o u s o m e t h i n g . " She 
p u l l e d t h e l i t t l e b o t t l e f r o m i t s b a g a n d h e l d i t u p . " F o r Chr is tmas , 
fo r y o u . " 

A t first h e s t a r t e d a t i t b l a n k l y . T h e n h i s g r i n c a m e . H e grabbed 
t h e b o t t l e . " M i n e , " h e s a id . 

" Y o u r s , " A s h l e y sa id . S h e h u r r i e d a w a y . 

Letter to the Editor 
D e a r D i s a p p o i n t e d S t u d e n t : 

I t s e e m s t h a t y o u a r e misinfor­
m e d a b o u t t h e d r i v e r t r a i n i n g cour 
se . I t s p u r p o s e i s t o t e a c h t h e be­
g i n n e r h o w t o d r i v e c o r r e c t l y and 
t o i m p r o v e t h e d r i v i n g of those 
w h o h a v e a l r e a d y o b t a i n e d a licen­
se . I t s p u r p o s e i s n o t t o o b t a i n a 
s e n i o r l i c e n s e a t 17 y e a r s of age 
o r t h e r e d u c t i o n of u p t o 1 5 % on 
i n s u r a n c e p r e m i u m s . 

N a t u r a l l y e v e r y o n e w h o a p p l i e s 
is n o t e n r o l l e d , a s N . Y . S t a t e law 
r e q u i r e s a s t u d e n t t o h a v e a t leas t 
o n e 20 m i n u t e d r i v i n g p e r i o d p e r 
w e e k , a n d t h r e e 4 5 m i n u t e s class­
r o o m p e r i o d s p e r w e e k . T i m e per ­
m i t s o n l y t w o p e r s o n s t o d r i v e p e r 
p e r i o d . T h e r e s u l t i s t h a t t o t a l en­
r o l l m e n t i s o n l y 120 w i t h t w o in­
s t r u c t o r s t e a c h i n g e i g h t p e r i o d s 
d a i l y . 

( c o n t i n u e d o n p a g e 3 ) 

F U N N Y 
By H a r r y V e x e r 

T h i s c o l u m n is s u p p o s e d t o b e 
f u n n y . " M a k e ' e m l a u g h , h a c k i t 
u p , " t h e e d i t o r s t e l l m e . Y u k , y u k , 
y u k . 

L e t ' s l ook a t t h e f ac t s . I 'm f a i l i n g 
p h y s i c s a n d a r t . I h a d t o w a l k t w o 
m i l e s t o s c h o o l i n 15 d e g r e e w e a ­
t h e r . T h e r e a r e a l m o s t 200 m o r e 
d a y s t o s u f f e r b e f o r e s c h o o l l e t s 
o u t . I s i t f u n n y ? I a s k y o u is i t ? 

( c o n t i n u e d o n p a g e 3 ) 


