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1956-57 In Retrospect 
In our last i s sue of the year, w e h a v e tr ied to present a brief 

synops i s of t h e n u m e r o u s e v e n t s of th is s choo l year . 
P D S H S has had an ou t s tand ing y e a r in m a n y respec t s . A s the y e a r 

got u n d e r way, w e rubbed e l b o w s wi th t h e b i g g e s t e n r o l l m e n t in the 
h is tory of Port H igh , rooted for our footbal l squad w h o s e potent ia l 
n e v e r qu i te mater ia l i zed , and w a t c h e d J o e Mal ivuk c r o w n e d "Mr. 
T o u c h d o w n " at the Port W e e k l y d a n c e . The sen iors sat horror-struck a3 the s o p h s c o p p e d t h e cove ted in terc las s play c o m p e t i t i o n and S u e 
Merk lee and Toni D o m e n e c h shared t h e honors as best p layers of t h e 
e v e n i n g . T w i c e d u r i n g t h e year w e had important v i s i tors . . . the first 
was a group of fore ign s t u d e n t s , r e p r e s e n t i n g 20 countr i e s ; the s e c o n d 
was the Middle A t l a n t i c S t a l e s E v a l u a t i n g C o m m i t t e e w h i c h gave our 
s c h o o l a thorough scrut iny . Music o c c u p i e d its s h a r e of t h e l i m e l i g h t 
w h e n the Band was inv i ted to play in Syracuse for t h e N Y S S M A Educa
tor's Convent ion . The s en iors p r e s e n t e d the ir annua l ball , "Moonl ight 
On T h e Snow," c o m p l e t e wi th a 30-foot Chr i s tmas t ree . 

Af ter r e s t i n g up for t e n days o v e r the Ho l idays , w e all r e t u r n e d , 
refresfhed ( ? ) , r e a d y t o finish the first t e r m and b e g i n t h e s econd . Our 
h o p e s rase as a w i n n i n g basketba l l s e a s o n s e e m e d in t h e offing, unt i l 
s o m e t h i n g h a p p e n e d . A s P D S H S w e l c o m e d a H u n g a r i a n s tudent and 
rock 'n ro l l ed to the var ie ty revue , the sophs s taged " H e a v e n On 
Earth." A p leasant m i d - w i n . e r d ivers ion was our first d e c e n t snowfa l l 
in severa l years which brought crowds of P D S H S e r s to coas t ing s lopes , 
day or night . A g a i n Port m u s i c i a n s scored in the s econd half by p l a y i n g 
an inv i ta t ion Band and Orchestra c o n c e r t in At lant i c City, p r e s e n t i n g 
an annual Orchestra and an annual Band Concert , and c o p p i n g top honors 
in t h e Music Compet i t i on Fes t iva l . T h e B l u e s m a n a g e d t o e k e out a 
v ictory over the W h i t e s for Sports N i g h t w h i l e the boys ' J V basketbal l 
squad finished an u n d e f e a t e d season . D r a m a t i c s c a m e to t h e fore as 
t h e D o m i n o e s s taged K a u f m a n and Hart's "You Can't Take It W i t h 
You." W e saw four e a g e r t i cke t s of c a n d i d a t e s run in one of Port 's 
l ive l i e s t s t u d e n t e l e c . i o n s ; w i n n e r s Rayner , Lumi , F l y n n and K i r k m a n 
wil l run the school n e x t year . A s w e w e r e g r e e t e d wi th t h e n e w s that 
a bond i s sue for t h e e x p a n s i o n of P D S H S was approved w e w e r e in the 
midd le of t h e preparat ions for what turned out to be t h e mos t suc
cess fu l carnival in our history. Af ter w a t c h i n g the m o d e r n dancers go 
through the ir paces , w e all l o o k e d forward t o t h e J u n i o r P r o m , "Is land 
Paradi se ." F i n a l l y the sen iors prepared to l e a v e and at a f lurry of last 
m i n u t e social e v e n t s . . . Sk ip Day, Sen ior Banquet , The Gambol . 

A s sen iors w e w o u l d l ike to e x p r e s s our s inceres t "Thank Y o u " not 
on ly to Mr. H e n d r i c k s o n , Mr. Horton , Dr. Hal l and all the admin i s t ra t ion 
but a lso to t h e ent ire facul ty for e x t e n d i n g to us the o f t en u n a p p r e c i a t e d 
oppor tun i t i e s wh ich w e h a v e had. In reca l l ing our h i g h schoo l days , 
m a n y p leasant m e m o r i e s c o m e to m i n d , th ings that m a n y o ther s c h o o l s 
can nol at ta in . 

In c l o s i n g we thank Mr. M a c i n t o s h and our w o n d e r f u l staff for 
m a k i n g th i s y e a r wi th t h e P o r t W e e k l y so rewarding . 

Valedictorian 

Susan Ri l ey , V a l e d i c t o r i a n of the 
Class of 1957, is k n o w n t h r o u g h o u t 
t h i s s choo l not only for h e r schol
as t i c p r o w e s s but a lso for h e r in
t e n s e ac t iv i ty in a l o n g l ist of 
extra-curr icular organizat ions and 
c o m m i t t e e s . 

On Fr iday e v e n i n g , J u n e 21 , 
S u e wi l l d e l i v e r her va l ed ic tory 
address , w h i c h s h e has d e c i d e d to 
k e e p u n d e r wraps unt i l that even
ing . S h e f e e l s that t h e V a l e d i c t o r y 
is a m e s s a g e of f a r e w e l l to t h e 
school , i t s facul ty , admin i s t ra t ion , 
and s t u d e n t s and that t h e proper 
f e e l i n g of the graduat ion e x e r c i s e s 
w o u l d be o v e r s h a d o w e d if her re
marks w e r e pr in ted verbatum. 

S u e c o n s i d e r s gaduat ion a 
m i l e s t o n e in h e r l i fe . . . a beg in
n i n g rather than an end . Af ter four 
y e a r s of i n t e n s e act iv i ty in Port 
H i g h , s h e f e e l s that educa t ion pro
v i d e s t h e m e a n s for s u p p l y i n g food 
for t h o u g h t . H e r educa t ion h a s 
d e e p e n e d h e r in teres t in interna
t iona l re la t ions and has p r o m p t e d 
h e r to pursue a major in languag
es at Middlebury . S u e has a l so 
c o m e to b e l i e v e that h e r e are far 
too f e w h o u r s in t h e day in w h i c h 
to a c c o m p l i s h what m u s t necessar i 
ly be d o n e . 

In r e v i e w i n g Sue's record, how
ever , w e s e e that she has cer ta in ly 
m a n a g e d to conso l ida te h e r inter
e s t s into t h e "all too short" twenty-
four hour per iod , a s surance of fu
ture succes s . 

Mr. H e n d r i c k s o n 
( C o n t i n u e d from page 1) 

ed out of 80,000 t e a c h e r s to h e a d 
t h e N e w York State R e t i r e m e n t 
S y s t e m . A graduate of Thie l Col
l e g e , h e par t i c ipated in all c o l l e g e 
sports and n o w i n c l u d e s a m o n g his 
in t ere s t s p h o t o g r a p h y , golf, grow
ing fiowers, and reading . 

Sen iors , take not i ce ! The Gambol 
w h i c h y o u look forward to so 
eager ly are d u e to t h e efforts of 
Mr. H e n d r i c k s o n w h o organized t h e 
first Gambol w h i c h has proved it
self to be a b ig s u c c e s s each t ime . 
H e was S t u d e n t Counci l advisor for 
t h i r t e e n y e a r s and also organized 
the first carnival . Mr. H e n d r i c k s o n 
d e s e r v e s a lot of credi t for h is hard 
work and d i l i g e n c e in m a n a g i n g 
P D S H S . 

Salutatorian 

Rober t R o w l e y 
"In man's has te to m o v e himself 

forward, he has turned to science 
and speci f icat ion and has let the 
h u m a n i t i e s l ag far behind . The 
e m p h a s i s today is all on science 
in c o l l e g e . T h e h u m a n i t i e s are all 
b e i n g m o v e d to t h e rear. It is a 
sad s i tuat ion w h e n w e find E"-. 
l i sh , h i s tory , and s i m i l a r suhj: 
i n c l u d i n g l i t erature , mus ic , and 
l ig ion . I am not against this i 
of spec i f icat ion but if w e look . 
i t care fu l ly w e wi l l s e e that in high 
schoo l w e have rece ived a back
ground in t h e s e areas , a back
ground which wi l l enab le u? 
h a v e t h e h u m a n i t i e s wi th us 
ways . W e n e e d not s tudy them 
m o r e but w e h a v e t h e m to en. 
and profit by. W h e n w e are oS 
s t u d y i n g 'bus iness administration, 
e n g i n e e r i n g , phys i c s , biology, me
d ic ine , and aeronaut ics , we can 
look back and r e m e m b e r what we 
h a v e l e a r n e d in h igh school and 
fal l back o n a w e a l t h of knowledge 
in t h e area of cu l ture . This then 
is m y point . Spec ia l ize , yet, but do 
no t f o r g e t t h e be t t er things in 
l i fe . T h e y are avai lable always. 
T h e y m u s t not be pushed out of 
t h e way. T h e y are m o r e powerful 
than a n y t h i n g s c i e n c e can invent, 
a n d t h e y can m a k e our l ives more 
ful l . S o as w e s t a n d at the point 
of m o v i n g into l ives of our own, 
w e r e m e m b e r th i s and we must 
r e m e m b e r it n o w as we go our 
m a n y w a y s , s o m e t o co l lege , some 
to mi l i tary serv ice , some to im
m e d i a t e c a r e e r s , and s o m e to sell 
ho t d o g s for t h e Los A n g e l e s Dod
gers ." 

Mr. H o r t o n 
( C o n t i n u e d from page 1) 

A s s i s t a n t Pr inc ipa l and bid fare
w e l l t o a lgebra and its related sub
j ec t s . 

Mr. Horton's favor i te hobbies 
are sports , fishing, photographs 
and w o o d w o r k i n g . H i s pet pet 
is p e o p l e w h o try to get by un 
p e r s o n a l i t y r a t h e r than effort. A 
w o r d to t h e w i s e ! 

Mr. H o r t o n is marr ied and has 
t w o sons , D i c k w h o is entering 
j u n i o r h i g h n e x t year , and David 
w h o wi l l s o o n be depart ing from 
t h e s a m e p lace . 

N e x t y e a r Mr. Horton's fondest 
w i sh wi l l be a c h i e v e d when a per
m a n e n t graph board will be in
s ta l l ed in every math room. Un
for tunate ly , Mr. Horton as Vice-
Pr inc ipa l wi l l not be there to en 
j o y it! 


