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Fate of the Gossip Column 
Let i t never be said that the Port Weekly cannot take cr i t i c ism, 

whether i t comes f rom w i t h i n the school or f r o m the outside. The 
only way we can improve our paper is by being to ld when we are 
wrong . 

I n the November 6 issue of Newsday Joan Ferber's "Chatterbox" 
column, dedicated to school affairs i n this area, l isted some faults of 
"Por t Washington's M y Social Beat." Some of them were t rue and 
some we didn't f u l l y agree w i t h . The purpose of this editor ia l is to 
obtain your opinion on the subject. A f t e r reading the pros and cons, 
put your support one way or the other into a letter to the editor. 

According to the "Chatterbox," the gossip column is " i n poor 
taste and far below the standards set by the rest of the paper. This is 
also the opinion of the Columbia Scholastic Press Association w h i c h 
rates our paper each year. The Port Weekly has i n the past years r e 
ceived only a fa ir ra t ing , main ly because the Press Association doesn't 
approve of a gossip column. 

Yet the gossip column, along w i t h the sports column, is suppos
edly the most w ide ly read part of our paper. " Is i t rea l ly newswor
thy that Jane Doe went to the movies w i t h Richard Roe last week?" 
asks the "Chatterbox." The paper is w r i t t e n for the enjoyment and 
enlightenment of the students and should contain features of interest 
to them. B u t last year ballots were provided for a vote to see w h e t h 
er or not to continue the gossip column. About three votes were hand 
ed i n . I f this is an indication of the students' interest i n the paper, i t 
isn't w o r t h the effort to direct the paper at the students' level of o p i n 
ion. 

F ina l l y Newsday's article stated that the gossip cblumn "is a con-
glomoration of names, many of wh i ch reappear every few weeks." 
This seems to indicate a careless job of report ing ; however, i t was 
actually the fau l t , of students who fai led to contact the staff m e m 
bers as to their dates and parties. 

We have discontinued the gossip column because of an apparent 
lack of interest on the students' part . Hereafter, only school events 
such as dances w i l l be publicized i n the column. I f this decision does 
or does not meet w i t h yoyr approval, please voice your opinion i n a 
letter to the editor. The fate of the gossip column depends upon you! 

Reporter 
Question: "What is a necromanc
er?" 

Answers: 
Bob Dohm: "One who necks 

w i t h a giraffe ." 
Peggy Wurtz : " I agree w i t h 

Bob." 
Nuzz: " A romancer who likes 

to neck." 
Jane Heidtmann: " A travel ing 

salesman." 
A n n James: "Something I 

wouldn ' t want to meet." 
Jerry Conway: " I t ' s either i l 

legal, immora l or fattening." 
Joe Rezek: "Something I ' d l ike 

to have in the movies on Fr iday 
n ight . " 

M i k e Ciminera: " I agree w i t h 
Joe." 

Nancy Pond: " I shouldn't say 
w h a t immediately comes to 
m i n d . " 

Debbie O'Rei l ly : "Something 
money can't buy." 

Rosemary F u r t h : " I f I could 
get i t , I ' d keep i t . " 

Doug K i r k p a t r i c k : "Go ask 
Ginger Crockett ." 

Ginger Crockett: "You mean 
l i k e Bruce??" 

Cherry McClure : " I don't t h i n k 
i t is what I t h i n k i t is . " 

A n n Segrave: " M y mind's a 
b lank. " 

Nancy Knobloch: "Opposite of 
Pete." 

A necromancer is a median, one 
who conducts a seance by pre 
tended communication w i t h the 
spirits of the dead. 

Pat Moran Hurt 
In Horse Show 

Pat Moran, a senior in PDSHS, 
is i n the Manhasset Medical Cen
ter w i t h a serious break in her 
back. Rid ing in the beginner's 
class i n the Horse Show on N o 
vember 11, Pat f e l l off the horse 
when he bolted. 

Her condition isn't so bad as 
was first suspected but she is in 
constant pain. I t is hoped that 
Pat w i l l be able to come home 
i n three weeks but she must 
wear a cast for about 3 months. 
A l l those wishing to send her set 
w e l l cards should m a i l them to 
Room 312, Manhasset Medical 
Center. 

Student Of Week 
(Continued from Page 1) 

average of 1.29. Not only does 
her voice r i n g among the many 
i n choir but also she puts her 
other musical talent to w o r k in 
the school and community or 
chestras. 

Outside of school as w e l l as i n , 
she is creative i n art and danc
ing:. Betty also makes and de-
sig:ns many of her clothes, an 
achievement of which few g:irls 
can boast. Because of her high 
scholastic standing Betty L o u is 
a member of Circle; she also 
holds membership i n Celerity, 
Red Domino, F.T.A., and is one 
of the art staff of the Port L i g h t . 

" B u t I led such an uninterest
ing l i f e , " protested this week's 
mystery baby. " I was born in 
B r o o k l y n and went to private 
schools and Brook lyn College. I 
was always a good chi ld and did 
everything I was supposed to do." 

A t the tender age of five his 
picture appeared i n the New 
York Times. He explained that 
this was because he had run 
away f rom his mother and had 

Guess Who? 
gone into a bank. He asked the 
tel ler for a L iber ty Bond. " I had 
heard people ask for Liberty 
Bonds, but I d idn 't know yon 
had to pay for them. The peo
ple inside the bank thought it 
was amusing and my picture 
came out in the New York 
Times." 

I n h igh school he was a mem
ber of two language clubs. A t 
tending Brook lyn College he ma
jored in language, English and 
speech. " I never cared especially 
for science and math , " he re 
marked. 

His main interest is language 
and he is now increasing his 
knowledge of Spanish. Reading is 
his hobby. I wondered i f he likes 
to t rave l . "O f course," he said, 
" i n fact I recently enjoyed a 
very interesting t r i p to Central 
and South America . " 

Can you guess who the mys
tery baby is? I f you do not know 
his ident i ty , look i n the adver
tisements of the paper and you 
w i l l find his name. 

As a j u n i o r Betty held the lead 
i n the spring play, "Goodbye My 
Fancy," and participated in A l l 
State Orchestra. D u r i n g her 
sophomore year she was the 
princess i n "Aladdin 's Lamp, " a 
play sponsored by the Play 
Troupe. She was also awarded 
the t i t l e of best actress of the 
sophomore play. 

Headed for New Paltz State 
Teachers College, Betty plans to 
major in art education. Betty 
L o u t r u l y deserves recognition 
for she has managed to part i c i 
pate in a truckload of activities 
throughout high school, ma in 
ta in ing her high scholastic stand
ing as w e l l . A 


