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H.S. Bids % e ' to Mr. Merrill and 'Hi ' to Mr. Hendrickson 
Cupid^s Capers 
Hop Slated Feb, 12 

T h i s y e a r , as l a s t , C e l e r i t y , t h e 
g i r l s ' s e r v i c e o r g a n i z a t i o n , w i l l 
sponsor a " h o p . " S ince t n e dance 
is s c h e d u l e d t o r F e b r u a r y 12, i t 
is m o s t a p p r o p r i a t e l y n a m e d 
" C u p i d ' s C a p e r s . " F o l l o w i n g t h e 
p r e c e d e n t set b y las t y e a r ' s 
dance , t h e proceeds f r o m t h i s 
year ' s h o p w i l l be g i v e n t o t h e 
M i l d r e d P iazza C a n c e r F u n d . T h e 
a d m i s s i o n f o r c oup les w i l l be 
$1.75; n o stags a l l o w e d . 

T h e e n t e r t a i n e r s d o n a t e t h e i r 
services t o t h i s w o r t h y cause. 
B u c k i e W a l k e r , a n d h i s b a n d , t h e 
g r o u p t h a t m a d e las t y e a r ' s dance 
such a success, w i l l p l a y f r o m 
8:30 t o m i d n i g h t . H e has p l a n n e d 
a n o u t s t a n d i n g p r o g r a m t o p r e ­
sent a t t h e dance . 

T h e e n t i r e m e m b e r s h i p o f C e l ­
e r i t y is p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n t h e p r e p ­
a r a t i o n s f o r t h e dance a n d t h e 
n e w l y f o r m e d J u n i o r C e l e r i t y 
w i l l assist i n m a k i n g pos te rs a n d 
r e f r e s h m e n t s . C h a i r m e n f o r t h e 
v a r i o u s c o m m i t t e e s a r e r e f r e s h ­
m e n t s : M a r t h a S y k e s a n d C h e r ­
r y M c C l u r e ; d e c o r a t i o n s : B e t t y 
L o u B o w m a n ; t i c k e t s : F l o r e n c e 
N a c h t ; , a n d p u b l i c i t y : N a n c y 
P i c k e t t . 

L e t ' s m a k e t h i s " h o p " a p r o ­
d i g i o u s success b o t h f o r t h e C a n ­
cer F u n d a n d f o r C e l e r i t y . 

F a m o u s Lecturer 
A m a z e s Students 

T h e a s s e m b l y t o d a y f e a t u r e d 
D r . R u r o y S i b l e y a n d cons i s ted 
of a m o v i e a n d a l e c t u r e : " A 
T r a v e l o g u e T h r o u g h t h e K i n g ­
d o m o f t h e S t a r s . " 

T h i s space j o u r n e y w a s t a k e n 
t h r o u g h t h e w o r l d ' s m o s t p o w e r ­
f u l telescopes. T h e m o v i e w a s 
filmed at t h e L o w e l l O b s e r v a ­
t o r y i n F l a g s t a f f , A r i z o n a . T h e 
seasonal changes t h a t t a k e s p l a c e 
on t h e p l a n e t M a r s , J u p i t e r w i t h 
its f o u r m a j o r m o o n s m o v i n g i n 
t h e i r o r b i t s a n d t h e m o o n as 
seen t h r o u g h t h e te lescope a t t h e 
M o u n t W i l s o n O b s e r v a t o r y i n 
Pasadena, C a l i f o r n i a are a f e w 
of t h e m a n y w o n d r o u s s i g h t s 
t h a t w e r e s h o w n o n t h e film. 

D r . S i b l e y has been a w a r d e d 
the " N a t i o n a l B e s t T e l l e r " t i t l e 
f o r d i s t i n g u i s h e d serv i ces o n t h e 
A m e r i c a n l e c t u r e p l a t f o r m . 

f 
T h e students a n d facul ty of 

P D S H S w i s h to express t h e i r 
deepest s y m p a t h y to G e n i e J a c o b y 
on the recent death of h e r m o t h ­
er. \ / 

Year Book Is Dedicated To Mr. Merrill 
* * * 

A s imple express ion of gratitude for a l i fet ime of s e r v i c e 
to youth is the tribute the C l a s s of 1954 w o u l d l ike to pay to y o u 
our r e t i r i n g p r i n c i p a l , M r . W i l l i a m F . M e r r i l l . D u r i n g y o u r a d ­
m i n i s t r a t i o n y o u h a v e not only served us w e l l at school but have 
g i v e n us l o y a l support i n e v e r y sport, function, or act iv i ty i n 
addit ion to y o u r other duties . 

W e are happy that y o u have r e m a i n e d w i t h us long enough 
to see y o u r d r e a m of a n e w , m o d e r n h i g h school r e a l i z e d . W i t h 
s incere gratitude to you , M r . M e r r i l l , for a l l y o u r endeavors on 
our behalf , w e take great p l e a s u r e i n dedicat ing our yearbook 
to y o u . 

W e l l done, M r . M e r r i l l , a n d happy d a y s ahead for y o u and 
yours . 

M r . M e r r i l l 

O u r p r i n c i p a l , M r . W i l l i a m F . 
M e r r i l l , came to P o r t i n 1921 a n d 
has s ince done v e r y m u c h f o r 
b o t h t h e s choo l a n d t h e c o m m u ­
n i t y . F e b r u a r y first he is r e t i r ­
i n g , a f t e r t h i r t y - t h r e e years o f 
s e r v i n g as h e a d o f t h e schoo l . 

M r . M e r r i l l w a s b o r n i n S t e l -
t o n , N e w J e r s e y , a s m a l l f a r m 
c o m m u n i t y a b o u t t h r e e m i l e s 
f r o m N e w B r u n s w i c k . H e w o r k e d 
h i s w a y t h r o u g h C o l g a t e U n i v e r ­
s i t y , w h e r e he g r a d u a t e d i n 1914 
w i t h a B a c h e l o r o f Sc ience d e ­
gree i n c h e m i s t r y a n d e n g i n e e r ­
i n g . A f t e r d o i n g g r a d u a t e w o r k 
at C o l u m b i a U n i v e r s i t y a n d N e w 
Y o r k U n i v e r s i t y , M r . M e r r i l l 
e a r n e d h i s M a s t e r s degree i n 
1940. 

T e a c h e r - P r i n c i p a l 
W h e n M r . M e r r i l l l e f t c o l l ege 

i n F e b r u a r y o f 1914, he w e n t 
s t r a i g h t t o a p o s i t i o n i n B r o o k -
field H i g h S c h o o l i n N e w Y o r k , 
w h e r e he t a u g h t seven d i f f e r e n t 
classes a n d w a s also p r i n c i p a l . A t 
F u l t o n , N e w Y o r k he t a u g h t 
m a t h , c h e m i s t r y , a n d w a s t h e 
a t h l e t i c i n s t r u c t o r , i n a d d i t i o n t o 
h i s p o s i t i o n o f ass is tant p r i n c i ­
p a l . 

F r o m 1916 t o 1918 M r . M e r r i l l 
t a u g h t m a t h a n d science a t M a l -

(Continued on Page 3) 

M r . H e n d r i c k s o n 

" I a m p r o u d t o t a k e o n t h e 
j o b o f p r i n c i p a l o f such a f i n e 
schoo l . I t has been m y p r i v i l e g e 
t o w o r k w i t h t h e s t u d e n t s o f o u r 
s choo l f o r o v e r f o u r t e e n y e a r s , 
a n d 1 b e l i e v e t h a t I h a v e a good 
idea o f t h e k i n d o f a s choo l o u r 
s t u d e n t s w a n t . I b e l i e v e t h a t 
t h r o u g h t h e s t u d e n t s , t eachers 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , a n d t h e p a r e n t s 
w o r k i n g t o g e t h e r t h e r e is n o r e a ­
son w h y w e s h o u l d n o t h a v e one 
o f t h e best schools i n N e w Y o r k 
S t a t e , " sa id o u r f u t u r e p r i n c i p a l , 
M r . H e n d r i c k s o n . 

A f t e r s p e n d i n g m a n y years o n 
t h e f a c u l t y o f P o r t W a s h i n g t o n 
H i g h S c h o o l , M r . C l i f f o r d H e n d ­
r i c k s o n is g o i n g t o t a k e o v e r t h e 
p r i n c i p a l s h i p o f t h i s s choo l o n 
F e b r u a r y 1. 

C a m e to P o r t i n 1938 
M r . H e n d r i c k s o n came t o our 

schoo l i n 1938 a f t e r t e a c h i n g i n 
C e l e r o n a n d P o r t J e f f e r s o n , N Y . 
T h i e l C o l l e g e i n P e n n s y l v a n i a 
c l a i m s h i m as a n a l u m n u s , a n d 
h e w e n t o n t o C o r n e l l U n i v e r ­
s i t y f o r h i s M a s t e r ' s D e g r e e . 

M r . H e n d r i c k s o n w a s e l e c t e d 
one o f t h e t h r e e e x e c u t i v e s of 
t h e 60,000 m e m b e r s o f t h e N e w 
Y o r k S t a t e R e t i r e m e n t B o a r d . 

W h e t h e r e x p l a i n i n g g r a p h s a n d 

(Continued o n Page 3) 

T h e s t u d e n t s o f P D S H S w e r e 
s u r p r i s e d a n d d e l i g h t e d t o d a y a t 
t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h e e i g h t h p e r ­
i o d w h e n e v e r y o n e w a s s u m ­
m o n e d f o r t h e second a s s e m b l y 
o f t h e d a y . 

T o d a y w a s M r . M e r r i l l ' s l a s t 
d a y as p r i n c i p a l o f P D S H S . A s 
a n h o n o r a n d t r i b u t e t o h i s m a n y 
years o f u n d e r s t a n d i n g a n d c o ­
o p e r a t i o n , t h e s t u d e n t s a n d f a c ­
u l t y p l a n n e d a spec ia l p r o g r a m . 

T h e 1953-54 P O R T L I G H T w a s 
d e d i c a t e d t o M r . M e r r i l l , w h o has 
been p r i n c i p a l f o r t h i r t y - t w o 
y e a r s . T h e p r e s e n t a t i o n w a s 
m a d e b y y e a r b o o k e d i t o r s M a r ­
i l y n F a n s h a w e a n d C a r o l R o p e r . 

A s a t o k e n o f tihe p r e s e n t 
s t u d e n t ' s g r a t i t u d e , M r . M e r r i l l 
r e c e i v e d a p r o j e c t o r f r o m t h e 
e n t i r e s t u d e n t b o d y . 

A s k i t , " A D a y i n t h e L i f e o f 
a P r i n c i p a l " w a s p r e s e n t e d t o 
g i v e us some i d e a of w h a t h a p ­
pens " b e h i n d t h e scene" i n a 
p r i n c i p a l ' s o f f ice . O n e o f t h e 
h i g h l i g h t s o f t h i s capab le p r o ­
d u c t i o n w a s a n i m i t a t i o n o f t h e 
" C o l g a t e 13 " ( C o l g a t e i s M r . 
M e r r i l l ' s a l m a m a t e r ) . 

T h e p r o g r a m c o m m i t t e e w a s 
h e a d e d b y L e o n a r d U t z . A l o n g 
w i t h L e n a n d M r . H e n d r i c k s o n 
w o r k e d S a n d y M c B r i a n , D a v i d 
K a n e , F r e d D r e w e s , G e n i e J a c o b y , 
H e l e n P o m e r o y a n d C h e r r y M c -
L u r e . 

Students Take Part 
In Recent Concert 

L a s t n i g h t t h e C o m m u n i t y O r ­
c h e s t r a , c o m p o s e d of m e m b e r s o f 
t h e t o w n w h o are i n t e r e s t e d i n 
p l a y i n g i n a n a m a t e u r g r o u p , 
p r e s e n t e d i t s a n n u a l s p r i n g c o n ­
c e r t , a t t h e h i g h schoo l . 

L e o p o l d A v a k i a n , a f a m e d v i ­
o l i n p l a y e r , w a s f e a t u r e d a t t h e 
c oncer t as guest so lo ist . 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s f r o m P o r t 
H i g h p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n t h e o r c h e s ­
t r a w e r e B e t t y L o u B o w m a n , 
p l a y i n g t h e v i o l a , P a u l S h a v e r , 
t h e d r u m s a n d R i g g y W i l e , t u b a . 

T h i s year ' s c o n c e r t w a s a n 
e v e n g r e a t e r success t h a n l a s t 
year ' s because of t h e g r e a t e f ­
f o r t m a d e b y t h e m e m b e r s o f t h e 
C o m m u n i t y O r c h e s t r a . 

J a n . 29: M i n e o l a a t P o r t 
F e b . 1 : C i r c l e M e e t i n g 
F e b . 3: A r t C l u b M e e t i n g 
F e b . 4: R e t o r t M e e t i n g 

I F e b 12: C e l e r i t y A n n u a l H o p 


