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Thanksgiving, 1953 
W h e n w e b e g i n to see s y m b o l s o f t u r k e y s a n d P i l g r i m s d i s ­

p l a y e d i n s t o re w i n d o w s , w e become a w a r e o f t h e f a c t t h a t T h a n k s ­
g i v i n g D a y is d r a w i n g near . A l t h o u g h t h i s d a y has been c e l e b r a t e d 
f o r o v e r t h r e e c e n t u r i e s , w e s t i l l h e a r A m e r i c a n s t o d a y ask t h e 
q u e s t i o n , " J u s t w h a t is T h a n k s g i v i n g a n d w h a t do w e h a v e t o be 
t h a n k f u l f o r ? " 

T o a n s w e r t h e first h a l f o f A m e r i c a ' s q u e s t i o n , t h e first T h a n k s ­
g i v i n g D a y w a s c e l e b r a t e d i n 1621 b y t h e P i l g r i m s a t P l y m o u t h . 
A t t h i s c e l e b r a t i o n w h i t e m e n a n d I n d i a n s sat s ide b y s ide a t a 
l o n g t a b l e w h e r e t h e p r o d u c t s o f a y e a r ' s t o i l o u t i n t h e fields w e r e 
e x h i b i t e d . I n e n j o y i n g t h i s e n o r m o u s feast t h a t a p p a r e n t l y l a s t e d 
a c o u p l e o f days , a l l d i f f e r e n c e s b e t w e e n t h e I n d i a n a n d t h e w h i t e 
m a n w e r e f o r g o t t e n i n t h e i r c o m m o n e n j o y m e n t . A l t h o u g h m a n y 
years h a v e e lapsed s ince t h a t h i s t o r i c m e a l , t h e r e is s t i l l a n i n c l i n ­
a t i o n t o m a i n t a i n t h e s p i r i t o f t h e P i l g r i m s i n s h a r i n g w h a t w e 
h a v e a n d g i v i n g t h a n k s f o r t h e b less ings w e h a v e r e c e i v e d t h r o u g h ­
o u t t h e y e a r . 

T o a n s w e r t h e second h a l f o f t h e q u e s t i o n , " W h a t do w e h a v e t o 
be t h a n k f u l f o r ? " , I w o u l d r e f e r y o u to y o u r h o m e . T a k e a t o u r 
a r o u n d y o u r h o m e a n d t h i n k o f t h e m a n y t h i n g s y o u h a v e w h i c h 
o u r f o r e i g n a l l i e s a r e l a c k i n g . S u c h i t e m s as h o m e s , cars , sa lar ies , 
a n d n u m e r o u s o t h e r a r t i c l e s w e cons ider , necessit ies w e m e r e l y ac ­
cept as p a r t o f o u r d a i l y l i f e , i W h a t w o u l d w e do w i t h o u t t h e m ? W e 
d o n ' t s top t o r e a l i z e t h a t t h e * a r e v e r y f e w c o u n t r i e s t h a t do h a v e 
a n y o f these s o - c a l l e d necessft ies, a n d t h e y seem t o c a r r y o u t t h e i r 
r o l e o f l i f e success fu l l y o r o t h e r w i s e . O n T h a n k s g i v i n g D a y w e 
s h o u l d t a k e t i m e o u t b e t w e e n courses o f s t u d y a n d p u m p k i n p i e 
t o g i v e t h a n k s f o r these t h i n g s t h a t w e d e e m a d e f i n i t e p a r t o f o u r 
e v e r y d a y l i f e . W h e n w e stop t o t h i n k o f t h e g r e a t a b u n d a n c e 
o f b less ings , b o t h m a t e r i a l a n d s p i r i t u a l , w h i c h w e r e c e i v e d u r i n g 
t h e y e a r , i t is r i d i c u l o u s t o ask t h e p r e v i o u s q u e s t i o n . L e t us be 
t h a n k f u l t h a t i t is s t i l l poss ib l e f o r us t o c e l e b r a t e T h a n k s g i v i n g 
D a y i n A m e r i c a a n d t o g i v e t h a n k s f o r t h e b less ings t h a t h a v e 
m a d e o u r y e a r a success. 

Senior Privileges 
T h i s y e a r , as e v e r y y e a r , t h e sen iors a r e m a k i n g a p l e a f o r 

m o r e s e n i o r p r i v i l e g e s . A t p r e s e n t t h e y h a v e t w o , w h i c h are t h e 
r i g h t t o use t h e m a i n e n t r a n c e o f t h e schoo l a n d t o l e a v e t h e as ­
s e m b l y first. S o p h o m o r e s a n d j u n i o r s , p u t y o u r s e l f i n t h e p l a c e o f 
a sen ior . D o y o u t h i n k these a r e e n o u g h sen io r p r i v i l e g e s ? 

P r o b a b l y y o u do . A t t h e p r e s e n t ' t i m e , i t is l i k e l y t h a t y o u d o n ' t 
p a y m u c h a t t e n t i o n t o sen io r p r i v i l e g e s , s ince t h e y do n o t c o n c e r n 
y o u . H o w e v e r , t h e y e v e n t u a l l y w i l l , a n d y o u r classes m a y go t h r o u g h 
t h e p e r e n n i a l r o u t i n e o f t r y i n g t o a t t a i n m o r e sen io r p r i v i l e g e s . 

I t w o u l d be a d v i s a b l e f o r t h e p r e s e n t sophomores , a n d e s p e c i a l ­
l y j u n i o r s , t o be s e r i o u s l y t h i n k i n g o f some r e a s o n a b l e p r i v i l e g e s 
t h e y w o u l d l i k e t o h a v e w h e n t h e y are sen iors , a n d t r y t o set t h e m 
u p for t h e i r s e n i o r y e a r , n o t h a l f w a y t h r o u g h i t . 

It is also h o p e d t h a t t h e j u n i o r s a n d s o p h o m o r e s w i l l g i v e t h i s 
y e a r ' s s en iors t h e i r i n t e r e s t a n d s u p p o r t f o r m o r e sen io r p r i v i l e g e s , 
s ince w h a t t h e y m a y a t t a i n m a y be t h e g a i n o f f u t u r e s e n i o r classes. 

Corpse Is Found 
In Locker Room 

T h e o t h e r d a y I c a m e across a 
figure, c l a d i n a f o o t b a l l u n i f o r m , 
l y i n g face d o w n o n t h e f l o o r o f 
t h e l o c k e r r o o m . T h e coach a n d 
t h e t e a m h a d o v e r l o o k e d h i m b e ­
cause t h e y w e r e used t o see ing 
f e l l o w p l a y e r s i n t h a t p o s i t i o n , 
b u t I k n e w he w o u l d n e v e r fight 
f o r t h e " B l u e a n d W h i t e " a g a i n . 
A f t e r t h e corpse w a s c a r t e d o f f 
i n t h e l o n g b l a c k car , I set a b o u t 
t o find t h e reason f o r t h i s u n ­
f o r t u n a t e i n c i d e n t . W i t h a l i t t l e 
d i f f i c u l t y I l o c a t e d some f r i e n d s 
o f m i n e w h o w e r e m e d i u m s a n d 
a r r a n g e d f o r a seance. I k n e w 
t h e s p i r i t o f t h a t r e c e n t l y d e ­
p a r t e d g r i d i r o n s t a r w o u l d h a v e 
a n u n u s u a l t a l e t o t e l l a n d I s top 
at n o t h i n g t o get a good n e w s 
i t e m . M y l eaders t o t h e o u t s i d e 
w o r l d j o i n e d h a n d s a n d a f t e r m u c h 
k n o c k i n g w e m a d e c o n t a c t w i t h 
t h e o u t e r w o r l d . I t t o o k a l i t t l e 
t i m e b u t m y f e m a l e a r t o f p e r ­
s u a d i n g got h i m t o " s p i l l t h e 
beans . " L i f e h a d become t o o i n ­
v o l v e d f o r h i m . 

I t a l l s t a r t e d w h e n t h e t o p o f 
h i s u n i f o r m d i d n ' t fit. T h e s h i r t 
w a s t h e one h i s s i s ter h a d b o r ­
r o w e d t o w e a r i n g y m a n d h a d 
s h r u n k w h e n she w a s h e d i t . 
W h e n he p u l l e d t h i s a r t i c l e o f 
c l o t h i n g o v e r h i s h e a d , i t m a d e 
h i s p a d d i n g s l i p t o u n u s u a l p l a ­
ces. H e w a s n e a r l y l a u g h e d o u t 
o f t h e g y m . O n e w i s e g u y a s k e d 
h i m i f h e h a d f o r g o t t e n t o c h a n g e 
a f t e r b e i n g i n t h e p e p a s s e m b l y . 

A f t e r g e t t i n g t h e s i t u a t i o n i n 
h a n d , he r e p o r t e d t o p r a c t i c e , 
l a t e . T h e exerc i ses d i d n ' t seem 
so h a r d as u s u a l because h i s 
m i n d w a s o c c u p i e d w i t h t h o u g h t s 
o f t h e c h e e r l e a d e r he h a d a c c i -
d e n t l y b u m p e d i n t o d u r i n g l a s t 
S a t u r d a y ' s game . W h i l e h a v i n g a 
s c r i m m a g e g a m e , he a w o k e f r o m 
h i s d a y d r e a m i n g l o n g e n o u g h t o 
t e l l t h e coach of h i s w o n d e r f u l 
p l a n f o r m a k i n g a t o u c h d o w n . 
A f t e r r e l a t i n g h i s idea w i t h v i v i d 
d e s c r i p t i o n s o f a l l t h e b l o c k s a n d 
t a c k l e s t o be used , t h e coach t o l d 
h i m i n n o u n c e r t a i n t e r m s t h a t 
t h e p l a y w a s n ' t w o r t h r e p e a t i n g . 
T h o r o u g h l y c r u s h e d , he s t a r t e d 
b a c k t o t h e l o c k e r r o o m . H a l f 
w a y t h e r e he saw t h e c u t e c h e e r ­
l e a d e r . B o l s t e r i n g h i s c o u r a g e 
he a s k e d h e r t o a c c o m p a n y h i m 
t o t h e p a r t y a f t e r t h e n e x t game . 
W i t h v e r y l i t t l e t a c t she t o l d h i m 
she w a s g o i n g s teady . H e s t u m ­
b l e d o n t o w a r d s t h e l o c k e r r o o m 
f e e l i n g v e r y depressed . H i s w o r l d 
h a d b e e n k n o c k e d f r o m u n d e r 
h i m . T h e r eason f o r h i s v e r y 
e x i s t e n c e w a s t a k e n f r o m h i m b y 
those f e w s h a r p w o r d s . W h a t ' s 
t h e use o f b e i n g a h e r o i f n o one 
a p p r e c i a t e s y o u . H e d e c i d e d t o 
e n d i t a l l . W i t h a n o l d " p i g s k i n " 
he h i t h i m s e l f o v e r t h e h e a d . H i s 
l a s t t h o u g h t s w e r e o f w h e t h e r o r 
n o t s tars w e r e used as f o o t b a l l s 
w h e r e he w a s soon t o be . 

T h a t ' s t h e w a y he t o l d i t t o 
m e . So y o u see, f o o t b a l l p l a y e r s 
l e a d a h a r d l i f e i f t h e y h a v e t h e 
courage t o l e a d i t a t a l l . I f y o u ' r e 
w o n d e r i n g h o w I go t i n t o t h e 
b o y s ' l o c k e r r o o m i n t h e first 
p lace , t h a t ' s a secret I w o n ' t e v e n 
t e l l a d a i s y . 

WITHIN 

P0RTAL5 
A r t S t u d e n t s W i n A w a r d s 

A c o m p e t i t i v e e x h i b i t i o n was 
h e l d at H o f s t r a C o l l e g e f o r al l 
a r t s t u d e n t s i n Nassau a n d Suf­
f o l k c o u n t y h i g h schools . P.D.S.-
H.S. 's a r t s t u d e n t s w h o w o n h o n ­
o r a b l e m e n t i o n i n t h e e x h i b i t 
a r e : D o u g M u r r a y , f o r a p e n and 
i n k d r a w i n g o f a s a i l i n g ship; 
J u d y F l e e t , f o r a p e n a n d ink 
l i n e d r a w i n g o f g i r a f f e s at a 
w a t e r i n g h o l e ; W i n i f r e d Schultz , 
f o r a w a t e r c o l o r p a i n t i n g of a 
m a r i n e s u b j e c t ; a n d Chr i s t ina 
T a p s e l l , f o r a n o r i g i n a l g r o u p of 
f a s h i o n des igns f o r women's 
c l o t h i n g . 

C l i o 
O n M o n d a y , N o v e m b e r 9, Clio 

h a d as t h e i r guest speakers Mr. 
B a c o n a n d h i s K o r e a n w i f e . The 
p r o g r a m b e g a n w i t h a n exp lan ­
a t i o n o f K o r e a n h i s t o r y f r o m its 
b e g i n n i n g t o t h e K o r e a n War. 
M r . B a c o n s h o w e d some slides 
w h i c h he h a d t a k e n d u r i n g his 
t o u r o f K o r e a t w o y e a r s ago. 

Student of the Week 
(Continued Jrom fage 1) 

b e r s h i p s . T a k i n g a n a c t i v e part 
i n h i s h o m e r o o m ' s a c t i v i t i e s , he 
serves t h e m t h i s y e a r as their 
s e c r e t a r y . I n s p i t e o f a l l these 
e x t r a - c u r r i c u l a r a c t i v i t i e s , Ror 
r a n k s t e n t h a m o n g n i n e t y boy-
i n t h e g r a d u a t i n g class. 

I t w i l l s u r e l y be P.D.S.H.S.'s 
loss w h e n R o n m o v e s t o S m i t h -
t o w n , L o n g I s l a n d i n January . 

U p o n g r a d u a t i o n i n J u n e , Roi 
hopes t o a t t e n d Massachusett.-
I n s t i t u t e o f T e c h n o l o g y and ma­
j o r i n a e r o n a u t i c a l engineering. 

Assembly Dec. 10 
Features the Blind 

O n Dec, 10, at 10;30 A . M . Mr. 
N i l e s W e l c h , M r s . W e l c h , Mr. 
R o b e r t S m i t h d a s , a n d M r . John 
S p a i n e r , w i l l discuss t h e various 
serv i ces o f f e r e d b y T h e Indus­
t r i a l H o m e f o r t h e B l i n d . 

M r . N i l e s W e l c h , a member of 
t h e S p e c i a l E d u c a t i o n and In for ­
m a t i o n S t a f f o f t h e Indus t r ia l 
H o m e f o r t h e B l i n d i n B r o o k l y n , 
Queens , Nassau , a n d Suffolk, 
w a s a stage, s creen , T . V . and r a ­
d i o s tar f o r t h e past 25 years. 
H i s ca reer w a s i n t e r r u p t e d by 
t h e onset o f b l i n d n e s s f o u r years 
ago. 

E l a i n e B a k e r W e l c h , h is wi fe , 
is a success ful s inger and act­
ress. She assists h e r husband w i t h 
h i s w o r k . 

Harvest Moon Ball 
(Continued from Page 1) 

dates a r e c e r t a i n l y g o i n g to be 
d i s a p p o i n t e d w h e n y o u hear 
f r o m y o u r f r i e n d s h o w success­
f u l t h e dance was , a n d h o w much 
f u n i t p r o v e d t o be. Because this 
dance , b y a l l i m p l i c a t i o n s , w i l l 
be a s e n i o r b a l l second t o none 
a n d e q u a l l e d b y f e w ! 


