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EDITORIAL COMMENT
‘

Should debates play an important
‘ part in the curriculum of high school
.life? They mean hard work, these
debates, tedious research, hours in

V the lib rary, a ll for the purpose of
proving an issue. Yet, debates have
a definite value to the part icipant .
They give him greater self-confidence
and poise, qualities which are sure to
be of unlimited use to him in the fu-
ture and which tend to gain adn1ira-
tion and respect. Again, they
strengthen his ability to amass facts,
to arrange them logically, and to ex-
press them emphatically and coher-

. ently.
/Unless the debator wishes ultimate

failure, he ‘must be thoroughly ac-
quainted with his subject. To do this,
he must make a careful survey of
the work on hand, collect more if
necessary and, as the popular saying

' goes, “know it backwards and fore-
ward.” This is indeed no light task,
but finally, he has that supreme satis-faction of understanding a‘ subject
completely and broadening his view
point.
Extemporaneous speaking is an

art that by no means invites con-
tempt; rather, it solicits our approba-
tion. What is so like ly to teach this
ar t as debating?

'

Debates sharpen the wits of each
participant and train him to be ever
on the alert to detect the slightest
fault in his opponent’s argument . In-
accuracies, he must be able to refute
intelligently, and to accomplish this,
he must think consistently.
It is true that debates demand a

great deal of preparation. Naturally,
this means that much t ime must be
spent upon them and possibly it
might be said, that in doing this, the
participant would neglect his other
studies. Certainly, he could quicken
the one-block-an-hour homeward
pace, slight the evening paper or omitthe afternoon tete-a—tete ‘over a choco-
late sundae and spend the resulting
time on his debate without interfer-
ing with’ his ‘school-work l
Very often, invitations are received

to enter ‘interscholastic debating con-
tests and in these, there is always

for the school. Surely, an activity,that not only so obviously benefits
the participant, but may even bring
renown upon the school, should play
an important part in every highschool.

the chance of winning more honors
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Staff Reorganized
Doug Miller, having completed the

task which he undertook at the open-
ing of the year, that of giving the
paper the benefit of the organizing
ability which he developed in his po-sition as Associate Editor of last
year’s Port Light , has now turned
over the editorship of The Port
Weekly to Louise Peterson. Duringthe past several weeks Louise has
been in charge of the planning of
each issue and of making up the dum-
my. Now, as she is promoted to the
first position on the staff, William
Baum and Bob Hubbard, who have
been doing good and consistent work
as general helpers, are advanced to
the position of Associate Editors.
Colby Ardis and Albert Beach,

who have been competing for the po-sition of Sports Editor, are still both
in the race , neither having yet out-distanced the other. Perhaps the
basketball season will bring undisput-
ed laurels to one or the other.
Mention should be made also of the

good work of Circulation ManagerRobert Jacobi and his assistants.Others who have contributed to the
success of our paper are: Gloria
Luey, Frances Lippett, Myra Grant,
Betty Cornell, Marie Linn, Herman
Steutzer. Helen Duer, William Sieber,Norm Wallace, and Reginald Burdick.

Notes About “The Youngest”
Jay Langley, who plays the title

role, had the misfortune to receive an
in iu ry in football practice Tuesday
night .
Rehearsals are going forward, and

members of the cast are showing en-
thusiasm_and an ability that is very
encouraging.Helen Hotopp, who has been pr o-moted to the part of Nancy, the girl
lead, is making remarkable progressin the new Dart.

Cynthia Newman and Louise Peter-
son have been added to the cast, play-
ing the parts of Augusta, the cynicalsister, and Katie, the maid.
The painting of the scenery has

just been completed.
Posters and tickets are to be putout this week.
Robert Jacobi has been appointedBusiness Manager.
Students will sell general admis-

sion tickets at 75 cents each. Re-
served seats at 25 cents additional
will be on sale in Mr. Merrill’s oflice.Purchasers of admission tickets maycall personally at the office or ar-
range with a student to make the ex-
change.

/
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Sphinx Club Holds Debates
The Sphinx Club af the 3B English

Class recently gave a series of de-
bates concerning the advisability of
giving the Philippine Islands their
independence. It is interesting to
note that, although the negat ive side‘
seemed to have far more convincing
material, a ll three of the debates
were won by the affirmative side.
The first of the series was given on

Friday and the teams were: Marie
Lien, William _Burns, Evelyn Maikie
and Thomas Allen for the negative
and Helen Leyden, Herbert Burmis-
ter, Robert Thoman and William
Newland for the affirmative. William
Bray was acting chairman and sev-
eral members of the faculty were
judges. The material was given in
an interesting and convincing man-
ner while “Bob” Thoman and Marie
Lien did especially well with the re-
futation.
Monday the sides were William

Bray, Gerard Mallon, Mary M -
Loughlin for the affirmative, while
Myra Grant, J. Eato and GeorgeFountain upheld the negative. David
Stone was chairman. Although the
arguments pro and con were not as
concise as for Friday’s argument, thetwo sides did very well.
The third debate was held Tuesday

with the aflirmative side composed of
John O’Neill, William McKinny,Daniel Horowitz and David Stone,
whose opponents were Fred Hyer,
Howard Emmerich, Katie Rogier,
Reginald Burdick and Anna Kennedy.
These speakers did very well while
the work of David Stone in refuting
for the affirmative was especiallycommendable.
A final debate on the same propo-sition will be held in assembly at

10.30 December 10th. The teams will
have as members the eight pupilswho made the highest averages as
marked by the judges in the prelimi-
nary contests.

Boys Speak for Camp
Last week’s assembly period was

dedicated to the memory of Walter
Camp, the Father of American Foot-
ball. Colby Ardis acted as chairman.
Peter Bruce told something of Cam.p’s
college career, Bud Graham spokeabout what Camp has done for foot-
ball, and David Stone described the
plans for the memorial to Camp to be
erected at theentrance of the Yale
Bowl. Port has done i ts bit towards
the financing of this memoria l by do-
nating one-half of the proceeds of the
Glen Cove game.
Mr. Dimmick led us in our school

songs, while Bud Graham respondedwith some really snappy cheers.
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